
 

 

BOROUGH OF METUCHENCOUNCILMINUTES 

May 24, 2021 

7:30 PM 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Borough Council was held in the Council Chambers of Borough 

Hall onMonday, May 24, 2021. 

 

The Meeting was called to order at 7:36p.m. by Mayor Busch. 

 

Adequate Notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meeting 

Act, pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 231.  Said notice was sent to the Home News Tribune 

and Star Ledger on April 22, 2021, Posted in Borough Hall and on file in the Clerk‟s Office.  All 

requirements of the “Open Public Meetings Act” have been satisfied. 

 

Mayor Busch asked all to rise for the flag salute. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Mayor Busch asked for a roll call. 

 

Present were Councilmembers Delia, Hirsch, Kandel, Rasmussen, Rubin, Council President 

Koskoski, and Mayor Busch.Also present were Melissa Perilstein, Borough Administrator, Denis 

Murphy, Borough Attorney,and Deborah Zupan, Acting Borough Clerk. 

 

Presentation -Metuchen Downtown Alliance 2021 Budget 

 

Isaac Kremer of the Metuchen Downtown Alliance outlined the organization‟s 2021 budget for 

Council approval. The MDA‟s Annual report can be found at www.downtownmetuchen.org. 

Mayor Busch thanked Isaac Kremer and the MDA volunteers for doing an extraordinary job.  

 

Mayor Busch opened the Public Hearing to any members of the public wishing to speak.  

 

Ms. Zupan confirmed that no emails had been sent to publicmtgcomment@metuchen.com. 

 

Seeing no one wishing to speak, Mayor Busch closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Council President Koskoski made a motion to finalize the adoption of the 2021 MDA Budget, 

second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 

 

Presentation – Metuchen Equity Commission 

 

Mayor Busch noted that tomorrow, May 25, is the one-year anniversary of George Floyd‟s death, 

and that on June 3 of last year he signed the Mayor‟s Pledge with the My Brother‟s Keeper 

organization to review policing in our community. He noted that Metuchen is very fortunate to 

have a wonderful and community-oriented police department, and that in all organizations there 

is room for feedback and improvement. Mayor Busch explained how, as a part of this, the Equity 

Commission developed. 

 

Reverend Owens, Chair of the Equity Commission, presented the Commission‟s findings and 

recommendations. Reverend Owens and members of the Commission answered 

Councilmembers‟ questions about the findings and recommendations. 

 

Temporary Adjournment and Reconvening 

 

Mayor Busch suggested a temporary adjournment. Motion by Council President Koskoski, 

second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 

 

After a short break, motion to reconvene made by Council President Koskoski, second by 

Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
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Agenda Session 

 

Council President Koskoskimade a motion to open the Agenda Session, second by 

Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried,6-0. 

 

Council President Koskoski added Resolution 2021-159 to the Consent Agenda. 

 

With no further actions taken, Council President Koskoskimade a motion to close the Agenda 

Session, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried,6-0. 

 

Public Comment 

 

Mayor Buschopened Public Comment to any members of the public wishing to speak. 

 

Wendy Kukowski of 539 Main Street thanked Mayor and Council, and Councilman Delia in 

particular, for adopting a resolution in support of the New Jersey Safe Passing Bill, „Oscar‟s 

Law.‟ 

 

Ms. Zupan confirmed that no public comment emails had been sent to 

publicmtgcomment@metuchen.com. 

 

Seeing no oneelse wishing to speak, Mayor Buschclosed the Public Comment. 

 

Communications Consent Agenda – Items A - B 

 

Council President Koskoski made a motion to move Communication Consent Agenda, Items A- 

B, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried,6-0. 

 

A. Receive and Accept Block Party/Street Closing for Park Place, Saturday, May 29, 2021 

from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

 

B. Receive and Accept Library Board Meeting Minutes of April 13, 2021 

 

Reports of Councilmembers 

 

Mayor Buschopened Reports of Councilmembers. 

 

Council President Koskoski 

- The library will be closed for Memorial Day weekend. As we move into finals 

season, consider using the library‟s online resource BrainFuse, which offers free live 

tutoring. This resource also offers job search assistance. 

 

Councilwoman Rubin 

- No report. 

 

Councilwoman Rasmussen 

- The Shade Tree Commission will be meeting the first Tuesday in June.  

- The Senior Center will open on June 1. More information can be found on the 

Borough‟s website or the Senior Center‟s Facebook page. 

- The Environmental Commission met last Wednesday and were given a Greenprint 

preview by the Mayor. The Commission also discussed their Sustainable Jersey 

application. 

 

Councilman Kandel 

- The Historic Preservation Committee will meet this Thursday. 

- The 2021 Daddy-Daughter Dance was held last Thursday at the Municipal Pool and 

was a big success with thanks to many involved, especially the Department of Public 

Works and Recreation Director Nancy Goldberg.   

 

Councilman Hirsh 

- Pool season starts this coming weekend.  ID cards will be available to be picked up at 

the pool. Early registration for the pool season ends tonight at midnight. 
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- Special thanks to Fred Hall and the Department of Public Works for the hard work 

required to get the pool ready for the season. 

 

Councilman Delia 

- The Traffic and Transportation Committee met a couple of weeks ago and discussed 

the Sign Project, more information to follow soon. The Slow Down in Our Town 

campaign, which was scheduled to be promoted last year, is up and running again 

with over two hundred bin stickers recently distributed. 

- Thank you to Mayor and Council for passing the resolution in support of the New 

Jersey Safe Passing Bill. 

 

Reports of Officers 

 

Denis Murphy, Borough Attorney  

- No report. 

 

Melissa Perilstein, Borough Administrator  

- No report. 

 

New Business Consent Agenda – Resolutions R2021-148toR2021-159 

 

Council President read Resolution R2021-159 (Resolution in Support of Senate Bill No. 

2656/Assembly Bill No. 5301 That Requires Access to Law Enforcement Disciplinary Records 

as Government Records) in full so that the public is aware of what is being supported by Mayor 

and Council. 

 

Council PresidentKoskoskimoved New Business Consent Agenda– R2021-148 to R2021-

159,second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried,6-0. 

 

RESOLUTION 2021-148 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMITTAL OF A GRANT APPLICATION FOR 

LIBRARY EXPANSION AND RENOVATION PROJECT AND CERTIFICATION OF 

MATCHING FUNDS 

WHEREAS, the Metuchen Public Library Board of Trustees approved resolutions at 

their regular meeting to authorize the submission of a grant application under the New Jersey 

Library Construction Bond Act in the amount of $3,245,980 for the library expansion and 

renovation project, 50% of which will be provided by grant funds, and 50% of which will be 

provided by matching funds; and  

WHEREAS, the application requires a certification that permission has been granted to 

apply for the grant by both the Metuchen Borough Governing Body and Metuchen Public 

Library Board of Trustees; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough Council deems it in the best interest of the citizens of the 

Borough of Metuchen to grant permission for the submission a grant application for the library 

expansion and renovation project;  

WHEREAS, the Metuchen Public Library Board of Trustees will be providing $300,000 

towards the match, with the Borough of Metuchen providing the remaining $1,322,990 from a 

capital bond ordinance that will be introduced upon grant award.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Metuchen, Middlesex County, State of New Jersey that permission is hereby granted for the 

submission of a grant application for the project grant entitled the New Jersey Library 

Construction Bond Act for the purposes described in the application in the grant request amount 

of $1,622,990. 
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RESOLUTION 2021-149 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMITTAL OF GRANT APPLICATION TO RETURF 

MYRTLE/CHARLES PARK 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchendesires to apply for and obtain a grant from the 

New Jersey Department of Community Affairs for approximately $500,000 to carry out a project 

to returf the fields at Myrtle/Charles Park; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen Council does hereby authorize the application for 

such a grant; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen Council recognizes and accepts that the 

Department may offer a lesser or greater amount and therefore, upon receipt of the grant 

agreement from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, does further authorize the 

execution of any such grant agreement; and also, upon receipt of the fully executed agreement 

from the Department, does further authorize the expenditure of funds pursuant to the terms of the 

agreement between the Borough of Metuchen Council  

and the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the persons whose names, titles, and signatures 

appear below are authorized to sign the application, and that they or their successors in said titles 

are authorized to sign the agreement, and any other documents necessary in connection 

therewith:  

 

RESOLUTION 2021-150 

 

RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE 2021 TEMPORARY BUDGET 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-19 of the Local Budget Act provides that temporary 

appropriations shall be made for the purposes and amounts required in the manner and time 

therein provided. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the following additional temporary 

emergency appropriations shall be made for the year 2021, effective May 24, 2021: 

  

Sewerage Disposal  300,000.00 

Social Security  40,000.00 

   

   

   

   

   

   

 TOTAL 340,000.00 

   

   

 

RESOLUTION 2021-151 

 

RESOLUTION CERTIFYING THE 2021-2022 BOARD OF EDUCATION BUDGET 

 

 WHEREAS, the 2021-2022 school budget for the school district Borough of Metuchen was 

approved as follows: 

 

 General Fund   $39,747,869  

 Debt Service   $  2,272,023 

 Total Approved  $42,019,892 

 

 WHEREAS, the balance to be raised for the school district taxes on account of the 2020-

2021 school tax levy is $20,618,115. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Metuchen, County of Middlesex, that the school district tax levy for the calendar year 2021 be 

established as follows: 

 

 January 1, 2021 to June 30, 2021 (balance of 2020-2021 levy) 

     $20,618,115 

 July 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021 (one-half of 2021-2022 levy) 

     $21,009,947 

 Amount to be raised for school district taxes in 2021 

     $41,628,062 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be filed with the 

Middlesex County Board of Taxation. 

 

RESOLUTION 2021-152 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN  

TAX COLLECTOR TO PREPARE AND MAIL ESTIMATED 

TAX BILLS IN ACCORDANCE WITH P.L. 1994, C.72 

 

 WHEREAS, the Middlesex County Board of Taxation has not adopted the Middlesex 

County Budget for 2021, and the Borough of Metuchen Tax Collector will be unable to mail the 

Borough‟s 2021 tax bills on a timely basis, 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen Tax Collector/Chief Finance Officer has 

computed an estimated tax levy in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.3, and has signed a 

certification showing the tax levies for the previous year, the tax range, and the range of 

permitted estimated tax levies: 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF 

THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN, IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, AND STATE 

OF NEW JERSEY ON THE 24TH OF MAY 2021, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The Metuchen Borough Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to prepare, 

and issue estimated tax bills for the Borough for the third installment of 2021 taxes.  

The Tax Collector shall proceed on May 25th, 2021 and take such actions as are 

permitted and required by P.L. 1994, c.72 (N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.2 and 54:4-66.3. 

 

2. The entire regular estimated tax levy for 2021 is hereby set at $67,809,042.27. 

 

3. The Special Improvement District tax levy for those properties designated as in the 

Special Improvement District is hereby set at $225,000.00. 

 

4. In accordance with law the third installment of 2021 taxes shall not be subject to 

interest until the later of August 10 or the twenty-fifth calendar day after the date the 

estimated tax bills were mailed.  The estimated tax bills shall contain a notice 

specifying the date on which interest may begin to accrue. 

 

RESOLUTION 2021-153 

RESOLUTION GRANTING TEXAS EASTERN TRANSMISSION A 

VARIANCE FROM THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN NOISE 

ORDINANCE  

 

 WHEREAS, Texas Eastern Transmission, LP (“Texas Eastern”) is an interstate natural 

gas pipeline company that was issued a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity 

(“Certificate”) by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”) on October 15, 2020, in 

Docket No. CP20-30-000 for the Middlesex Extension Project; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the FERC Certificate authorizes Texas Eastern to construct, install, own, 

operate and maintain: (i) approximately 1.55 miles of 20-inch diameter pipeline; (ii) a new 
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metering and regulating station; and (iii) approximately 0.20 miles of 16-inch diameter 

interconnecting piping and related appurtenances and ancillary facilities to provide natural gas 

transportation to interconnect with Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company LLC‟s (“Transco”) 

Mainline system and Transco‟s existing Woodbridge Lateral for the ultimate delivery of natural 

gas to the 725-Megawatt natural gas-fueled combined cycle Woodbridge Energy Center (the 

“Project”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, portions of the above mentioned Project will be constructed within the 

Borough of Metuchen and the Township of Edison and may commence as early as January, 2021 

in order to place the pipeline into service by no later than September, 2021; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the FERC Certificate authorizes Texas Eastern to construct the Project 

between the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 22-9 of the Code of the Borough of Metuchen prohibits “all 

construction and demolition activity between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on weekdays 

or between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m. on weekends”; and 

 

 WHEREAS, by way of correspondence dated May 18, 2021, Texas Eastern requested 

from the Borough a variance from the restrictions in the Borough code and requested permission 

to conduct construction activity during time frames prohibited by Section 22-9 of the Code; and   

 

 WHEREAS, after consultation between the Borough Administration and Texas Eastern 

representatives, the Borough Administration has recommended that the Borough Council grant a 

variance to Texas Eastern to permit the construction activities contained in its May 18, 2021 

correspondence for two additional hours on weekdays and Saturdays only, i.e., up and until 8:00 

p.m. on weekdays and Saturdays only and that all other restrictions contained in the Borough 

Code remain in effect; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Mayor and Council find that it is in the best interest of the Borough of 

Metuchen to grant a variance to Texas Eastern relating to Section 22-9 of the Borough Code and 

to permit the construction activities contained in its May 18, 2021 correspondence for two 

additional hours on weekdays and Saturdays only, i.e., up and until 8:00 p.m. on weekdays and 

Saturdays only and that all other restrictions contained in the Borough Code remain in full force 

and effect. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Metuchen 

that the Borough hereby grants a variance to Texas Eastern and/or their designee relating to 

certain time restrictions of Section 22-9 of the Borough Code and authorizes and permits the 

construction activities of the Project contained in its May 18, 2021 correspondence for two 

additional hours on weekdays and Saturdays only, i.e., up and until 8:00 p.m. on weekdays and 

Saturdays only, and that all other restrictions contained in the Borough Code remain in full force 

and effect. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDby the Council of the Borough of Metuchen that it 

hereby authorizes all Borough officials to take all necessary actions to in order to effectuate the 

within Resolution. 

 

RESOLUTION 2021-154 

 

RESOLUTION REFUNDING SIDEWALK SECURITY DEPOSIT #20-026 S  

156 CHRISTOL STREET 

 

WHEREAS, Escrow Sidewalk Security Deposit in accordance with the Borough of 

Metuchen Ordinance, $192.00 was posted by Delores Scarmozzino for Escrow Fee at 156 

Christol Street; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Director of Public Works advises that said work has been completed in a 

manner satisfactory to his department; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Director of Public Works advises it is in order to release the Escrow 

Sidewalk Fee previously deposited. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Metuchen that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to release said funds in the amount 

of $192.00 to Delores Scarmozzino at 156 Christol Street, Metuchen, New Jersey 08840, as 

recommended by the Director of Public Works. 

 

RESOLUTION  2021-155 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AMENDING RESOLUTION 2021-49 AND 

RESOLUTION 2021-100 PURCHASE FROM MORTON SALT, INC (PRIMARY 

VENDOR) AND RIVERSIDE CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS, INC. (SECONDARY 

VENDOR) FOR TREATED ROCK SALT THROUGH MIDDLESEX COUNTY 

COOPERATIVE CONTRACT PURCHASING SYSTEM RESOLUTION  20-1311-R 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need to purchase treated rock salt for use during inclement 

weather for the Borough of Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this can be purchased through Morton Salt, Inc (Primary Vendor)and 

Riverside Construction Materials, Inc. (Secondary Vendor) #B- 20-560; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said contract is in effect from December 1, 2020 through November 30, 2021 

as detailed in the Middlesex County‟s Adopted Resolution 20-1311-R for furnishing and delivery 

of treated rock salt, adopted on October 15, 2020; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the Middlesex County award specifies that the awarded vendors have agreed 

to extend their prices to members of the Middlesex County Cooperative Contract Purchasing 

System (CK-12 Middlesex); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen is a current member of the Middlesex County 

Cooperative Contract Purchasing System (CK-12 Middlesex); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the maximum amount of the purchase of treated rock salt for the Borough of 

Metuchen is $ 25,000.00 of which $20,000.00 had been previously approved and certified for 

sufficient funds by Resolution 2021-49 and by Resolution 2021-100, the increase in allowable 

funds is $5,000.00 as certified by the Chief Financial Officer from the 2021 Temporary Budget and 

2021 Adopted Budget, from Current Budget Account, Streets and Roads Snow Control Materials, 

1-01-26-765-176.  The authorization for treated rock salt purchases through the Middlesex County 

Cooperative Contract Purchasing System (CK-12 Middlesex) expires on November 30, 2021; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Middlesex County of New Jersey shall be responsible for complying with the 

provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) and all other provisions 

of the revised statutes. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex as follows: 

 

1. The Chief Financial Officer and Borough Administrator are hereby authorized and 

directed to approve and forward a purchase order to Morton Salt, Inc, 444 West 

Lake Street Suite 3000, Chicago, IL 60606.  

 

RESOLUTION  2021-156 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AWARD OF A WINDOW CONTRACT FOR 

RECYCLING AND REFUSE CONTAINERS 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for recycling and refuse containers in the Borough of 

Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen has solicited quotes for 32-gallon recycling and 

refuse containers using a fair and open process; and 

 



Borough Council Meeting 

May 24, 2021 
 

8 

 

 WHEREAS, the amount to acquire 30 recycling containers and 30 refuse containers is 

under the bid threshold as set by New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq, 

but above $17,500.00; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer's Certification of Funds is made authorizing the 

award for the purchase of 30 recycling containers and 30 refuse containers in the amount not to 

exceed $43,782.79 from the Clean Community Grant funds, appropriation G-02-41-770-303; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this procurement is awarded under N.J.S.A. 19:44A20.4 et seq. using a fair 

and open process to Treetop Products Inc. who submitted the lowest, compliant quote for recycling 

and refuse containers for the Borough of Metuchen. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex as follows: 

 

1. The Chief Financial Officer and Borough Administrator are hereby authorized and 

directed to approve and forward a Purchase Order to Treetop Products, Inc., 222 E. 

State Street, Batavia, IL, 60510. 

 

RESOLUTION  2021-157 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING STATE CONTRACT PURCHASE OF OFFICE 

SUPPLIES – W.B. MASON 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need to purchase office supplies for the Borough of Metuchen, in the 

County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this can be purchased through State Index #T-0052 15-X-23609 and State Contract 

#A88839 and NJSTART #0000003; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said contract is in effect until May 6, 2022, Amendment #22, 4th Extension; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the maximum amount of the purchase of office supplies for the Borough of 

Metuchen is $25,000.00 and the Chief Financial Officer has certified that there is sufficient funds for such 

contract and is available and is designated from  2021 Temporary Budget Account numbers 1-01-20-701-

036, 1-01-20-704-280, 1-01-20-708-036, 1-01-20-710-036, 1-01-21-721-283, 1-01-22-725-036, 1-01-25-

745-036, 1-01-26-764-036, 1-01-27-785-036, 1-01-27-791-036, 1-01-28-795-168, 1-01-43-490-036, 1-09-

55-501-505 for these services of which $25,000.00 is certified from the 2021 temporary budget, subject to 

adjustment to the amount of award at time of budget adoption; and 

 

 WHEREAS, public bids are not required when the purchase is under a state contract in accordance 

with 40A:11-12 of the Local Public Contracts Law. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex as follows: 

 

1. The Chief Financial Officer and Borough Administrator are hereby authorized and directed 

to approve and forward a Purchase Order to W.B. Mason Co., Inc. 

 

RESOLUTION 2021-158 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE REFUND OF RECREATION TRUST PROGRAM 

FEES DUE TO CANCELLATION OF PROGRAM 

 

WHEREAS, the fees collected for attendance at the Borough of Metuchen Recreation 

Commission Foundation Tennis (Ages 5-8) have been collected in 2021, and;  

 

WHEREAS, the event know as Foundation Tennis (Ages 5-8) was cancelled for 2021, 

and; 
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WHEREAS, the fees collected are requested to be refunded, as detailed in the 

belowschedule.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Finance Officer be 

authorized to process refunds be in the amount of $354.00 as described, from the Recreation 

Trust account. 

 

Kate Manchisi 177.00 

Sanna Qadir 177.00 

 

RESOLUTION 2021-159 

 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL NO. 2656/ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 5301 

THAT REQUIRES ACCESS TO LAW ENFORCEMENT DISCIPLINARY RECORDS 

AS GOVERNMENT RECORDS 

WHEREAS, access to government records promotes general transparency in 

government, and can expose significant failings and provide insight into what can be done to 

effectuate meaningful change, which is especially critical in the context of police disciplinary 

records; and  

WHEREAS, shielding police disciplinary records from the public is one action that 

significantly reduces trust in law enforcement and causes the community to believe that 

misconduct is being swept under the rug; and 

WHEREAS, New Jersey lags far behind other states when it comes to transparency in 

the police internal affairs process and police disciplinary records, including states such as 

Florida, Colorado, Alabama, and New York; and 

WHEREAS, Senate Bill No. 2656/Assembly Bill No. 5301 would make law 

enforcement disciplinary records accessible as government records under the New Jersey Open 

Public Records Act; and  

WHEREAS, Senate Bill No. 2656/Assembly Bill No. 5301 provides that certain 

information pertaining to the law enforcement officer, or the officer‟s family, the complainant, or 

the complainant‟s family, and a witness, or the witness‟ family, will be redacted to sufficiently 

protect those individuals while providing transparency; and 

WHEREAS, Senate Bill No. 2656/Assembly Bill No. 5301 provides that law 

enforcement disciplinary records include, but are not limited to: complaints, allegations, and 

charges; the name of the officer complained of or charged; the transcript of any disciplinary trial 

or hearing, including any exhibits; the disposition of any proceeding; and the final written 

opinion or memorandum supporting the disposition and discipline imposed including the 

agency‟s complete factual findings and its analysis of the conduct and appropriate discipline of 

the covered officer; and internal affairs records; and videos that record incidents that gave rise to 

complaints, allegations, charges, or internal affairs investigations; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council wish to urge State lawmakers to adopt 

legislation that would require access to law enforcement disciplinary records as government 

records, and that such records be retained for a certain period of time. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT: 

1. The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen hereby urge District 18 Senator 

Patrick J. Diegnan Jr. to support and co-sponsor Senate Bill No. 2656.2. The Mayor 

and Council of the Borough of Metuchen hereby urge District 18 Assembly Members 

Robert J. Karabinchak and Sterley S. Stanley to support and co-sponsor Assembly 

Bill 5301. 

2. A certified true copy of this Resolution upon its adoption shall be furnished to District 

18 Assembly Members Robert J. Karabinchak and Sterley S. Stanley and Senator 

Patrick J. Diegnan Jr. 

3. A certified true copy of this Resolution upon its adoption shall also be furnished to 

the Governor of the State of New Jersey. 
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Other New Business 

 

Council President Koskoski made a motion to approve R2021-160, authorizing the payment of 

the Bill List in the amount $4,279,244.48, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in 

favor, motion carried, 6-0. 

 

 

RESOLUTION 2021-160 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF THE BILL LIST  

 

  BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen that 

the proper warrants be drawn and all bills be paid totaling $ $4,279,244.48. 

 

Adjournment 

 

Council President Koskoskimade a motion to adjourn the meeting, second by 

CouncilwomanRasmussen,with all in favor the meeting was adjournedat9:12 p.m.,6-0. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Deborah Zupan 

Acting Borough Clerk 


