Go Organic

Pesticide~free . . _ Pesticide-Free
LQ W care *,," H« The easiest, most cost effective way Me&uCheh

| to a beautiful, healthy lawn is to
SWITCH TO A “FREEDOM LAWN" work with nature, not against it.

PROTECTING OUR HEALTH

1f you abandon or reduce the strict demands of BASIC ORGANIC LAWN CARE TIPS AND THE ENVIRONMENT
the “industrial lawn” for frequent fertilization,

applications of various pesticides, frequent  Spread ¥4 compost, or sprinkle organic

; . R . fertilizer, each fall.
watering and rigorous mowing, your lawn will s Oversced with the right zrass teed i the soring
gradually become a “freedom lawn” or “natural and fall (fall is the best time to sced your lawn).
lawn”. Plant diversity in your lawn will increase, Talk to your local nursery about the best seed for
as well as soil organism diversity. your area. Be sure that there are no pesticide coat-

Your lawn will shift back toward a more natural :i‘;‘:ﬁhglﬂl S:I‘l:ﬂ:;ﬁfg z%l:ll;:;v";e;sbl:ad?;:;ar P-
state, powered by solar energy, watered by vain- « Water only when soil is dry 6" down. 1” w:.atcr
fall, and supplied with nutrients found in the per watering.

50il. Your lawn will be more disease resist-
use of its diversity of species, Less MANAGING YOUR LAWN SERVICE
ing will be required. Develop vour
alants that are considered
icial qualities.

« Never allow unidentified products to
be used on your lawn.
» Refuse routine application of
pesticides. | Is your lawn
jues g ‘ t_:_ferhhzer instead of sqfe for your famll

O] ‘:ts-
Lawncare heTnied

Be part of the growing

pesticide-free community!



Protect your family

Pesticides are poisonous to a wide variety of
living organisms including wildlife, pets and
humans. Pesticides can harm your family.

Many scientific studies show that lawn pesticides:

» Increase the risks of cancer,
learning disabilities, and asthma in
children

« Poison pets and increase their risk
of cancer

+ Remain on the grass even ifit is dry

« Can be tracked indoors and
contaminate homes

The National Cancer Institute reported that a chlld
in a household using pesticides is seven times
more likely to develop leukemia than in a home
that does not.

Pesticides are not safe simply because they are
sold in stores across the nation and registered with
the EPA. EPA approval is NOT a guarantee

Children are particularly vulnerable to
pesticides due to their size, rapid development
and hand-to-mouth behaviors.

Health effects of the 36 most cornmonly used lawn
care pesticides show:

+Over a third are possible or probable
carcinogens and have been linked with
birth defects

sAlmost two thirds are linked with
neurotoxicity and internal organ damage
*94% are sensitizers (chemicals that cause
allergic reaction in normal tissue after
exposure) and/or irritants

PESTICIDES INCLUDE:

Herbicides
Weed killer
Insecticides

Grub control

Fungicides
Crab-grass preventer

Pesticides cause widespread
decline of honey bees and
other pollinators.

Protect vour
environment

In the U.S., homeowners use 4
up to ten times the amount of |’
pesticides per acre as farmers!

Lawn maintenance pesticides and synthetic
fertilizers dissipate and run-off from their
application sites, seep through the ground
and pollute local bodies of water
including our reservoirs, where our
drinking water comes from.

‘Prol:ec& 3ou,r wake

To protect this
body of water

We must protect thu.
Ibndy of water
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