ORDINANCE 2023-08

Borough of Metuchen
County of Middlesex
State of New Jersey

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 10, ENTITLED “COMMISSIONS AND
COMMITTEES” RESTRUCTURING THE “MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE BOARD -
YOUTH SERVICE BOARD” TO BECOME THE COMMUNITY ACTION FOR
RECOVERY, EDUCATION, AND SUPPORT (“CARES’) COMMITTEE

WHEREAS, Article 10, of Chapter 10 of the Code of the Borough of Metuchen
established a Municipal Alliance — Youth Service Board and provided for the appointments
of its members and the powers and duties of the Board; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen have determined
that it is in the best interest of the Borough to prevent and reduce substance abuse and
behavioral addictions and to promote mental wellness in the Borough by raising awareness
and providing education focused on prevention and recovery; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen have determined
that it is in the best interest of the Borough to restructure the Municipal Alliance Board —
Youth Service Board and to create the Community Action Recovery, Education and
Support Commiittee to operate in its stead.

NOW THEREFOR BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of
Metuchen that it hereby amends Chapter 10, Article 10 of the Code of the Borough of
Metuchen to state as follows:

Article 10. Community Action for Recovery, Education and Support (“CARES”)
Committee

§ 10-35. Establishment; Composition; Purpose.

There is hereby established a Community Action for Recovery, Education and
Support (“CARES”) Committee which shall be composed of no more than 15 members,
not including the Mayor who may serve as an ex-officio nonvoting member of the
Committee. To the extent possible, members of the Board shall be representative of the
community.

The purpose of the CARES Committee is to prevent and reduce substance use and
behavioral additions and to promote mental wellness in the Borough of Metuchen by
raising awareness and providing education through programs focused on prevention and
recovery.
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The Mayor and Council in its discretion may provide the Committee an annual
budget to the CARES Committee for funding and sponsoring programs and promoting
mental wellness consistent with the purpose set forth herein.

§ 10-36. Appointment; Selection of Chairperson; vacancies.

A. All 15 members of the CARES Committee are to be appointed by the Mayor
with the advice and consent of the Council. Membership shall include the
following;:

(1 One member of the Borough Council, who shall serve as a voting
member.

(2) A representative from the Police Department, the Chief or his
designee, who shall serve as a voting member.

3) The Board shall include a volunteer psychological counselor, who
shall serve as a voting member.

@ A representative of the Board of Education, who shall serve as a
voting member.

%) Eleven residents of Metuchen, at least one of whom shall be under
the age of 18, all of which shall be voting members, except for the
elected Chairperson, who shall only be eligible to vote in the event
of a tie.

B. To the extent possible, of the eleven (11) members set forth in Section 6 above,
the Mayor and Council shall consider the following for appointment to the
Committee: a Student Assistance Coordinator or another student support
services staff member; a representative of Parent-Teacher Organizations or
Home School Association; Parents and/or Guardians of Borough students; a
representatives of local faith-based organizations; Individuals who have been
affected by substance usc disorders and/or behavioral addictions, including
those affected by their own or a family member’s addiction; private citizens
with interest in issues concerning substance use, addiction, and juvenile
delinquency; representatives of local civic or volunteer groups; representatives
from Youth Services Organizations; representatives of local businesses; a
Senior  Citizen  representative;  health and  human  services
agencies/professionals; including healthcare professionals including
pharmacists, physicians, or therapists; representatives of public and private
organizations involved in the prevention and treatment of substance use
disorders and behavioral addictions; and/or representatives of the local
communications media or public relations to serve on the CARES Committee.

C. The terms of the members appointed under Subsection A(1) and A(4) shall be
coextensive with their terms of office. The remaining members shall be
appointed for terms of three years. However, at the time of the passage of this
amendment to this Article, all present members of the Municipal Alliance —
Youth Service Board shall continue to serve in that capacity as members on the
CARES Committee until the expiration of their current terms. Any vacancies
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on the current Municipal Alliance — Youth Service Board, to the extent
possible, shall be filled for terms to be determined by the Mayor with the
consent of the Borough Council. Thereafter, each appointment to the CARES
Committee shall be for three years. Members shall serve after the expiration of
their terms until their respective successors shall have been appointed and have
qualified. Vacancies occurring other than by the expiration of the term shall be
filled in like manner, but for the balance of the unexpired term only. The Board
shall advise the Mayor and Council of any vacancies among its membership.
The determination of a vacancy on the Board shall be determined by the Council
of the Borough based upon the criteria set forth in the Municipal Vacancy Law,
N.J.S.A. 40A:16-1 et seq. The Board shall designate one of its members as
Chairperson, and they shall serve as such until the first day of January next
following the appointment and until their successor shall be appointed and
qualify. The Chairperson shall only be eligible to vote on Committee matters
in the case of a tie vote. All members shall serve without compensation.

§ 10-37. Powers and duties.

The CARES Committee shall have the following powers and duties:

A.

Determine through an annual assessment of community-based needs, the scope
and depth of substance use and behavioral addictions in the Borough of
Metuchen and to provide comprehensive community-based prevention
programs and outreach.

Organize and coordinate efforts with the Borough of Metuchen schools, faith-
based groups, youth members of the community, law enforcement, business
groups and other community organizations for the purpose of reducing
substance use disorders and behavioral addictions, as well as promoting mental
wellness.

Provide comprehensive substance use and behavioral addiction education,
support and outreach efforts for parents and other adults in the community.

Establish, amend and supplement its own bylaws, select other officers, and
create any such sub-committees, to govern its structure, operations and
activities to the extent not inconsistent with this Article or any other local, state
or federal regulation or law.

Make recommendations to the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen
and other Borough agencies with respect to any matters relating to the existence
of any grants or funding available to the Borough to further the purpose and
intent of the Committee.

Create and foster a network of community leaders, private citizens, and
representatives from public and private human service agencies who are
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dedicated to supporting and developing ed educational programs which prevent
and/or reduce substance use disorders and behavioral addictions.

G. Conduct an assessment of the community-wide needs pertaining to mental
wellness and addiction.

H. Identify existing efforts and services that are acting to prevent and reduce
substance use disorders and behavioral addictions and to coordinate projects
within the Borough to avoid fragmentation and duplication.

I. Develop programs and/or projects to be implemented at the Borough level or
participate in regionally developed programs that accomplish the purpose of the
Committee.

J. Report to the Mayor and Council on at the very least a quarterly annual basis or
as requested by the Mayor and/or Council.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council that all prior
ordinances, or sections of ordinances, inconsistent with the within ordinance are hereby
repealed.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council that all remaining
sections of Chapter 10 not amended herein shall not be affected thereby and shall remain
in full force and effect.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council that if any section,
subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance shall be declared
invalid for any reason whatsoever, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of
this Ordinance, which shall continue in full force and effect, and to this end, the provisions
of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council that this ordinance
shall become effective immediately upon final passage and publication as provided by law.

Introduction: April 10, 2023
Date of Publication: April 14, 2023
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BRANCH X HYMAN X
DELIA X KANDEL X

HIRSCH X RASMUSSEN X

MOTION DELIA SECOND RASMUSSEN
X —INDICATES VOTE AB- ABSENT NV-NOT VOTING
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I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of an ordinance introduced by the
Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen, Middlesex County, New Jersey at a

regular meeting held on April 10, 2023. g,
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I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of an ordinance adopted by the Borough
Council of the Borough of Metuchen, Middlesex County, New Jersey at a regular meeting
held on April 24, 2023.

Aw\)GHOF ////

Jeborah Zupan, RM¢/ [ s\\;o.--'%lﬁbﬁ'--'.”@”/,
Borough Clerk I o 4;{(\)& =
Eafs 2i0=Z
=4 1900 7=
ATTEST: Z¥igy A BOROUGH OF METUCHEN
RS OES
ey S
M ,Z}-\/-. 0 By
orah Zupan, RMC ¢/ Vy/ Jonathan M. Busch
Borough Clerk Mayor




