
BOROUGH OF METUCHEN 

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 

 

Notice is hereby given that at a regular meeting of the Borough Council of the 

Borough of Metuchen held on September 14, 2026, the following ordinance was 

introduced and passed on First Reading: 

Ord. 2026-15 ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 72 OF THE CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF METUCHEN ENTITLED “CANNABIS”, SPECIFICALLY 
§ 72-5, ENTITLED “CONDITIONS AND LIMITATIONS” AND § 72-6, 
ENTITLED, “ISSUING AUTHORITY” 

 

The ordinance is attached to this notice. Copies of said ordinance may also be 

obtained from the Borough Clerk. The ordinance will be considered for final 

adoption by said Borough Council at the regular meeting to be held at Borough 

Hall, 500 Main Street, Metuchen, NJ on Monday, September 28, 2026 at 7:30 p.m. 

at which time and place all interested persons will be given an opportunity to be 

heard concerning the same.    

Deborah Zupan, RMC,  Borough Clerk 

September 15, 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORDINANCE 2026-15 
 

Borough of Metuchen  

County of Middlesex  

State of New Jersey  

  

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 72 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

METUCHEN ENTITLED “CANNABIS”, SPECIFICALLY § 72-5, ENTITLED 

“CONDITIONS AND LIMITATIONS” AND § 72-6, ENTITLED, “ISSUING 

AUTHORITY” 

 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Metuchen in October, 2022, by way of 

Ordinance No. 2022-19 created Chapter 72 of the Code of the Borough of Metuchen entitled 

“Cannabis” which regulates the sale of cannabis within the Borough of Metuchen; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Metuchen have determined that it is in the best 

interest of the Borough to update Chapter 72 of the Code of the Borough of Metuchen entitled. 

“Cannabis.” 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the Borough of Metuchen 

that Chapter 72 of the Code of the Borough of Metuchen entitled “Cannabis”, specifically § 72-5, 

entitled “Conditions and Limitations” and § 72-6, entitled, “Issuing Authority” are hereby 

amended to state the following: 

 

 § 72-5. Conditions and limitations.  

 

A.  Only the following marketplace classes of cannabis facilities shall be conditionally 

allowed to operate in the Borough, subject to the limitations and requirements set 

forth herein and elsewhere in this Code and all other classes shall be prohibited:  

(1) Class 3 Wholesaler.  

(2) Class 5 Cannabis Retailer.  

 

B. Only a Borough conditional license issued pursuant to this chapter shall constitute 

"written municipal approval" pursuant to CREAMMA, N.J.S.A. 24:6I-

36(b)(1)(c)(i) and 24:6I-45(c). 

 

Other written statements, letters, resolutions, or other documents issued by the 

Borough or any official, employee, or other representative shall not constitute 

annual or renewed "written municipal approval" for purposes of the CRC.  

 

C.  Cannabis wholesale and retail services ("facility") shall be permitted, pursuant to 

this chapter, only if in addition to all applicable land use regulations, the following 

requirements are met: 

 

(1) Land development regulations: The facility shall obtain all approvals 

required pursuant to the Borough's land development regulations set forth 

in Chapter 110 of this Code, which approval(s) shall be evidenced by the 



issuance of conditional use approval by the Planning Board or, where 

applicable, use variance approval by the Zoning Board of Adjustment.  

 

(2)  Hours of operation: The operating hours of the licensed facility shall be 

between 8:00 a.m. and 12:00 a.m.the following day.  It shall be unlawful for 

any person to sell or dispense cannabis or cannabis products or for the 

operation of any licensed facility at any time between 12:01 a.m. and 8:00 

a.m..  

 

(3)  The licensed facility shall be accessible directly from a right-of-way 

through a separate entrance independent from any other retail ingress.  

 

(4) Queuing. Queuing of customers outside a cannabis facility is prohibited. 

The cannabis establishment shall have a sufficient waiting area inside the 

facility to accommodate customers, or shall provide a reservation service, 

phone/text notification service or other alternatives to waiting on the 

exterior of the premises and/or the public right-of-way. Loitering is 

prohibited and shall be managed by the facility.  

 

(5) Location. No cannabis establishment shall be permitted within 200 feet of 

a Kindergarten through 12th grade school.  

 

(6) No cannabis product or paraphernailia shall be visible from a public 

sidewalk, public street or right-of-way or any other public place.  

 

(7)  All cannabis products and paraphernailia shall be stored securely indoors 

and onsite.  

 

(8)  Consumption of cannabis products, by any means of ingestion, or smoking, 

shall not be permitted in the licensed facility or adjacent grounds.  

 

(9)  Noise. Outside generators and other mechanical equipment used for any 

kind of power supply, cooling or ventilation shall be enclosed and have 

appropriate baffles, mufflers,  

and/or other noise reduction systems to mitigate noise pollution.  

 

(10) Odor. All cannabis facilities shall have equipment to mitigate cannabis- 

related odor.  The building/premises shall be equipped with a ventilation 

system sufficient in type and capacity to eliminate cannabis odors 

emanating from the interior of the premises. The ventilation system must be 

approved by the Construction Code Official and/or appropriate inspector 

and may be subject to periodic inspection.  

 

(11) All cannabis facilities shall be secured in accordance with State of New 

Jersey statutes and regulations. All cannabis facilities shall be secured and 

shall have full-time security protocols. Security protocols shall be submitted 



to the Metuchen Police Department for compliance review with all safety 

and security standards established by the State of New Jersey for cannabis 

establishments. The Metuchen Police Department may, at its discretion and 

upon review of the proposed location, recommend or require additional 

safety and security measures. At a minimum, the following shall be 

required: (a) A video recording security system shall be employed covering 

all areas of the cannabis facility and the adjacent exterior of the 

building/premises with an around the clock 365 days per year, 24/7 

recording system that records for a minimum thirty-day archive; (b) Trained 

security personnel shall be on-site at all times during operating hours; (c) 

The Metuchen Police Department and Zoning Officer shall be provided the 

name and twenty-four-hour phone number of the responsible staff person to 

notify during suspicious activity or emergency; (d) Outside areas of the 

premises shall be well illuminated for safety and security, but not in a way 

that is counter to Code requirements for outdoor lighting and screening or 

obtrusive to pedestrians, drivers or other users of the public right-of-way; 

(e) The premises and right-of-way adjacent to the cannabis facilities shall 

be monitored by staff of the cannabis establishment and kept free of 

loitering, litter and other debris, and the sidewalks shall be swept and 

cleaned on a regular basis; and (f) To the maximum extent possible, 

wholesale cannabis facilities shall have security fencing and gates around 

the perimeter of the premises.  

 

(12) Signage design shall comply with the regulations of the State and the 

Borough's sign regulations contained in Chapter 110 of the Code.  

 

(13) No cannabis facility shall be housed in a vehicle or any movable or mobile 

structure.  

 

(14) Comply with all rules and regulations adopted by the New Jersey Cannabis 

Regulatory Commission. 

 

§ 72-6. Issuing authority.  

 

A. All licenses required by this chapter shall be issued by the Borough Council, which 

shall also administer the provisions of this chapter, except as provided herein. 

 

B. No license issued pursuant to this chapter shall be effective until or unless the State 

has issued the requisite permits or licenses to operate such a facility.  

 

C. Each local license issued pursuant to this Chapter shall be valid for a term of one 

year from the date of issuance subject to the payment of the annual registration fee 

and shall be considered for renewal by the Borough Council upon the submission 

of an application for renewal provided all conditions and requirements of applicable 

State law and this chapter are met.  

 



D. The Borough Council may, in its discretion, adjust the renewal date of the local 

license to correlate with an applicant's state licensing and renewal schedule.  

 

E. Renewal of any license shall be governed by any Code amendments, additional 

restrictions or changes in regulations adopted since the previous license was issued 

or renewed. 

 

F. The Borough of Metuchen and Borough Council reserve the right to add any terms 

or conditions upon the issuance and/or renewal of any cannabis license issued if 

determined to be in the best interest of the Borough promoting the health, safety 

and welfare of the Borough residents, including but not limited to the restriction of 

the permitted hours of operation set forth in § 72-5(C)(2). 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council that all remaining sections of 

the Code of the Borough of Metuchen not specifically amended herein, including but not limited 

to, Chapter 72 entitled “Cannabis”, shall not be affected by the within amendments and shall 

remain in full force and effect; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or  

phase of this ordinance be declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the remaining 

portion of this ordinance shall not be affected thereby and shall remain in full force and effect, and 

to that end the provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be severable; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent  

with this amending ordinance are hereby repealed, and/or amended to the extent of their  

inconsistencies only; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance shall take effect after final passage,  

publication as required by law; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of  

Metuchen that all Borough officials shall take all necessary actions to in order to effectuate the  

within Ordinance. 

 


