
 
 

BOROUGH OF METUCHEN COUNCIL MINUTES 
October 12, 2021 

7:30 PM  
 
The Regular Meeting of the Borough Council was held in the Council Chambers of Borough Hall 
on Tuesday, October 12, 2021.  
 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Busch. 
 
Adequate Notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, 
pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 231. Said notice was sent to the Home News Tribune and 
Star Ledger on April 22, 2021, posted in Borough Hall and on file in the Clerk’s Office. All 
requirements of the “Open Public Meetings Act” have been satisfied.  
 
Mayor Busch asked all to rise for the flag salute. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Mayor Busch asked for a roll call. 
 
Present were Councilmembers Delia, Hirsch, Rasmussen, Rubin, Council President Koskoski, and 
Mayor Busch. Councilmember Kandel was absent. Also present were Melissa Perilstein, Borough 
Administrator, Denis Murphy, Borough Attorney, and Deborah Zupan, Acting Borough Clerk.  
 
Agenda Session 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to open the Agenda Session, second by 
Councilmember Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 5-0. 
 
With no further actions taken, Council President Koskoski made a motion to close the Agenda 
Session, second by Councilmember Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 5-0. 
 
Borough Council Meeting Minutes 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to approve Borough Council Meeting Minutes of 
August 23, 2021, second by Councilmember Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 5-0. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Patricia Kuenseler, 57 Prospect Street, commented that her street flooded badly during Hurricane 
Ida.  The street has not been paved in a very long time and has extremely poor drainage, and 
something must be done. She also remarked that she could hear noise from Amazon and other 
trucks at all hours. Ms. Kuenseler mentioned that at one point there was talk of building sound 
barriers, but this never happened. There are also issues with truck traffic in her neighborhood and 
with the light at Bridge Street and Route 27. 
 
Steve Kitsko, 131 Hazelwood Avenue, thanked the community for their kind words and thoughts 
following his son’s accident. He remarked that he was glad to hear that both alternatives for the 
Main Street Safety Improvement Project, especially the closing of New Street, were no longer 
being considered. He asked about how these conclusions were reached. Mr. Kitsko also thanked 
Councilmember Delia and candidate Joel Branch for their understanding regarding canceling the 
planned debate between candidates. 
 
Eric Lignell, 114 University Avenue, agreed with Ms. Kuenseler regarding the light at Bridge 
Street, where he had recently been hit head-on by another vehicle. He also thanked 
Councilmember Delia and candidate Joel Branch regarding the canceled debate. Mr. Lignell 
spoke about the businesses on Liberty Street, and how they are affected by the lack of the new 
pump station that has been planned for that area. He encouraged Council to prioritize this matter. 
 
Paul Bradley, 22 Center Street, asked if the owners of the vacant lot near his home were 
responsible for maintaining the property, particularly clearing snow from the sidewalks. 
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Ms. Zupan read an emailed public comment from Dr. Alan Ao, 27 Whittier Drive, Morganville. 
Dr. Ao, a registered pharmacist with experience working for the Garden State Dispensary in 
Woodbridge, asked about the reintroduction of an ordinance to support future adult-use cannabis 
businesses in the Borough of Metuchen, and expressed his interest in eventually operating a 
retail dispensary focused on holistic health in Metuchen. 
 
Ordinance - Public Hearing 
 
Council President Koskoski asked Ms. Zupan, Acting Borough Clerk, to present the affidavit of 
publication.  
 
Ms. Zupan presented the affidavit of publication stating that said Ordinance 2021-20 had been 
published one time in the Home News Tribune according to law on September 30, 2021. 
 
Council President Koskoski moved that the affidavit of publication be received and filed, second 
by Councilmember Rasmussen, with all in favor, the motion carried, 5-0. 
 
Council President Koskoski asked that Ordinance 2021-20 be read by title only. 
 
Ms. Zupan read Ordinance 2021-20 by title only. 
 
Mayor Busch opened the public hearing on Ordinance 2021-20.  
 
Seeing no one wishing to speak, Mayor Busch closed the public hearing. 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to pass Ordinance 2021-20 on second reading and be 
published according to law, second by Councilmember Rasmussen. 
 
Mayor Busch asked for a roll call vote. 
 
 Roll Call:  Yeas: Delia, Hirsch, Rasmussen, Rubin, and Koskoski  
    Nays:  None 
 
Ordinance 2021-20 was adopted, 5-0. 
 

 
ORDINANCE 2021-20 

 
Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 110-4 (DEFINITIONS) IN ARTICLE 1 (TITLE; 
PURPOSE; DEFINITIONS) IN PART I (GENERAL PROVISIONS) IN CHAPTER 110 
(LAND DEVELOPENT), AMENDING SECTION 110-48 (APPLICABILITY) IN 
ARTICLE 12 (MINOR SITE PLAN APPLICATIONS) IN PART II (APPLICATIONS FOR 
DEVELOPMENT) IN CHAPTER 110 (LAND DEVELOPMENT), AMENDING SECTION 
110-51 (APPLICABILITY) IN ARTICLE 13 (MAJOR SITE PLAN APPLICATIONS) IN 
PART II (APPLICATIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT) IN CHAPTER 110 (LAND 
DEVELOPMENT) OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN TO REVISE 
REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO STRUCTURES USED FOR OUTDOOR DINING 
AREAS AND APPLICABILTY STANDARDS FOR MINOR AND MAJOR SITE PLAN 
APPLICATIONS. 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen as follows 
(additions are indicated by underlining; deletions are indicated by strikethroughs): 
 
SECTION 1. Section 110-4 (Definitions) in Article 1 (Title; Purpose; Definitions) in Part I 
(General Provisions) in Chapter 110 (Land Development) of the Code of the Borough of Metuchen 
is hereby amended to read as follows: 
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NONENCLOSED OUTDOOR DINING STRUCTURE 
 

A structure, whether accessory or attached to a principal structure, on the same lot as a 
permitted eating and drinking establishment and devoted exclusively to providing shelter 
from the elements for patrons of the eating and drinking establishment for outdoor dining 
purposes only. No cooking, food preparation or storage shall be permitted within the 
structure. The structure primarily consists of a roof structure with support posts, with no 
more than 50% of the sides of the structure comprised of permanent wall construction and 
windows, exclusive of support posts. Screening materials made of fabric, canvas, plastic, 
etc. may be used on open sides at any time from October 1 through March 31 and only 
during inclement weather from April 1 through September 30, and provided that such 
screens are retracted or raised when not in use. 

 
 
SECTION 2. Section 110-48 (Applicability) in Article 12 (Minor Site Plan Applications) in Part 
II (Applications for Development) in Chapter 110 (Land Development) of the Code of the Borough 
of Metuchen is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
 §110-48 Applicability. 
 

This article is applicable in appropriate cases where minor development is proposed that 
does not qualify for an exemption from site plan requirements in accordance with Article 
2 of this chapter, as determined by the Zoning Officer. Applications for minor site plan 
approval shall be reviewed in accordance with § 110-217.K. Approvals, if granted, shall 
be granted by resolution of the Planning Board. Minor site plan approval shall be required 
for development involving any of the following: 

 
A. Substantial alterations to one or more of the building elevations. 

 
B. A change of use of a structure, building or land to a nursery school, day-care center, 

eating or drinking establishment with greater than 50 seats, and any light industrial 
use. 

 
C. A change of occupancy or use of a structure, building or land that requires more 

parking than was required for the previous use pursuant to § 110-154 of this chapter 
and which parking is not provided on the site. Uses shall be exempt from obtaining 
site plan approval if they obtain up to two parking spaces from a municipal or public 
parking operator, for residential or employee use only, in order to meet the parking 
requirement, provided that such uses are located within 1/4 of a mile of a municipal 
or public parking facility. 

 
D. The construction of a ground-floor addition to a principal structure, consisting of 

no greater than 2.5% of the lot area, not to exceed 500 square feet in floor area. 
 
E. The construction of an upper-story addition to a principal structure, consisting of 

no greater than 2,500 square feet in floor area, provided that such addition is located 
entirely within the building footprint of the existing principal structure. 

 
F. The construction of a nonenclosed outdoor dining structure consisting of greater 

than 500 square feet in area and no greater than 1,000 square feet in floor area. 
 
G. The construction of an accessory structure, exclusive of A/C condenser units, 

generators and tanks, consisting of greater than 200 square feet in area and no 
greater than 500 square feet in floor area. 

 
H. The use of land for a driveway or parking lot, involving the creation of greater than 

two parking spaces or 500 square feet in area and no greater than four parking 
spaces or 1,000 square feet in area. 

 
I. Any application requiring an exception from any requirement of Part IV of this 

chapter. 
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J. Minor amendments to an existing site plan or minor subdivision plat that do not 
result in a substantial alteration of any aspect of the existing approval. 

 
SECTION 3. Section 110-51 (Applicability) in Article 13 (Major Site Plan Applications) in Part 
II (Applications for Development) in Chapter 110 (Land Development) of the Code of the Borough 
of Metuchen is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
 §110-51 Applicability. 
 

This article shall apply to all applications for development involving any of the following: 
 

A. The construction of a new principal structure. 
 
B. An addition to an existing principal structure, except an addition which meets the 

requirements of Article 12 of this chapter. 
 

C. The construction of an accessory structure, exclusive of A/C condenser units, 
generators and tanks, except an accessory structure which meets the requirements 
of Articles 2 and 12 of this chapter. 

 
D. The use of land for a driveway or parking lot, involving the creation of five or more 

parking spaces or 1,000 or more square feet in area. 
 
E. Any application requiring a variance pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-70(d). 

 
SECTION 4. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed to 
the extent of such inconsistency. 
 
SECTION 5. If any portion of this ordinance shall be determined to be invalid, such determination 
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of said ordinance. 
 
SECTION 6. This ordinance shall ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication 
in accordance with law and upon filing with the Middlesex County Planning Board. 
 
Communication Consent Agenda – Items A - B 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to approve Communication Consent Agenda, Items 
A - B, second by Councilmember Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 5-0. 
 

A. Receive and Accept Historic Preservation Committee Meeting Minutes of April, May, 
June, and August 2021 

B. Receive and Approve Block Party/Street Closing for Spear Street on November 6, 2021 
 
Reports of Councilmembers 
 
Mayor Busch opened Reports of Councilmembers. 
 
Council President Koskoski 

- Council President Koskoski had no report, but read the following for Councilmember 
Kandel, who was unable to attend the meeting: On October 21, the Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing for the proposed adoption of Metuchen’s Historic Preservation 
Element. This was a major initiative of our Historic Preservation Committee, who co-
authored the element with LRK, Inc. The Historic Preservation Element, developed in 
accordance with guidance from Sustainable Jersey, will be Metuchen’s first 
comprehensive plan addressing the importance of preserving our borough’s historic 
resources. 

 
Councilmember Rubin 

- No report. 
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Councilmember Rasmussen 
- The Shade Tree Commission met last week and discussed looking into social media 

outlets for posting community information about trees and our community forest. They 
also hope to co-post to the information developed on the Borough website and Borough 
Facebook page. The Commission is taking tree requests for the spring planting. The fall 
planting is happening soon. It is important we maintain the Borough’s tree canopy. 
Earlier this evening, a resident brought up issues with flooding; trees absorb a 
tremendous amount of water and that helps with flooding issues. To avoid flooding, it is  
also important to keep the storm sewers near your home clear of debris and leaves. 
 

- The Environmental Commission meets next week via Zoom. 
 

- The Seniors are continuing exercise and art classes, as well as other activities, with 
limited enrollment to keep everyone safe. The minibus is available with limited ridership. 
Information about current activities can be found on the Borough website and the Senior 
Center Facebook page. 
 

Councilmember Hirsch 
- The Pool Commission will meet October 20 at 8 p.m. via Zoom. We have reviewed the 

2020 audit and are glad to report that all recommendations from the prior audit except for 
one have been satisfied, and we will make sure that one will be taken care of this year. 

 
Councilmember Delia 

- A Public Information Center was held this past Wednesday regarding the Grove and 
Eggert Avenue bicycle facility upgrades. Links to the plans and presentations are on the 
Borough website. Public comments are being accepted until October 20. 

 
Reports of Officers 
 
Melissa Perilstein 

- No report.  
 
Denis Murphy 

- No report. 
 
Report of the Mayor 
 
Things have been improving regarding COVID. There have been some minor spikes and a few 
cases in the schools, but overall it seems to be going well. The Borough and School District has 
been working well together, and the School District is doing a very good job regarding this 
situation.  An exciting update regarding Myrtle Field is coming soon.  
 
New Business Consent Agenda – Resolutions 2021-244 to 2021-247 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to approve New Business Consent Agenda 
Resolutions 2021-244 to 2021-247, second by Councilmember Rasmussen, with all in favor, 
motion carried, 5-0. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-244 
 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING FIREFIGHTER  
 
 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council have been notified by Robert Donnan, Chief 
of the Metuchen Fire Department, that Jon Czajkowski has been approved to be a permanent member 
of the Metuchen Fire Department. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the 
Borough of Metuchen that in accordance with Chapter 8 of the Code of the Borough of Metuchen, 
Jon Czajkowski be and hereby is elected, approved, and confirmed as a permanent member of the 
Fire Department of the Borough of Metuchen. 
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RESOLUTION 2021-245 
 

GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to have 
made an annual audit of its books, accounts, and financial transactions, and 

WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2020 has been filed by a 
Registered Municipal Accountant with the Acting Borough Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6, 
and a copy has been received by each member of the governing body; and 

WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board of the State of New 
Jersey to prescribe reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, a regulation 
requiring that the governing body of each municipality shall by resolution certify to the Local 
Finance Board of the State of New Jersey that all members of the governing body have reviewed, 
as a minimum, the sections of the annual audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations;” and 
 

WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed as a 
minimum the Annual Report of Audit, and specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled 
“Comments and Recommendations, as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing 
body attached hereto; and 

 
WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the Governing Body 

no later than forty-five days after the receipt of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; 
and 

WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have familiarized 
themselves with, at least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of 
New Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local 
Finance Board; and 

WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local Finance Board of the 
State of New Jersey may subject the members of the local governing body to the penalty 
provisions of R.S. 52:27BB-52, to wit: 

R.S. 52:27BB-52: A local officer or member of a local governing body 
who, after a date fixed for compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of 
the director (Director of Local Government Services), under the provisions 
of this Article, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may 
be fined not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisoned for 
not more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his office. 

               NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough Council of 
the Borough of Metuchen hereby states that it has complied with N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does 
hereby submit a certified copy of this resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show 
evidence of said compliance. 

RESOLUTION 2021-246 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH MIDDLESEX COUNTY 
UTILITIES AUTHORITY FOR SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen requires a site to dispose of it municipal solid waste; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, municipalities which enter a five (5) year agreement with the Middlesex County 
Utilities Authority (MCUA) for the disposal of solid waste are guaranteed a rate not to exceed $70.00 
per ton for 2022, $71.25 per ton for 2023, $72.50 per ton for 2024, $73.75 per ton for 2025, and 
$75.00 per ton for 2026; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen is desires to enter an agreement with the Middlesex 
County Utilities Authority after reviewing other alternatives. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen that the Mayor and Clerk be and are hereby authorized to enter into and execute a solid 
waste disposal agreement with the Middlesex County Utilities Authority under the terms and 
conditions as negotiated in the contract. 
 

RESOLUTION  2021-247 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AWARD OF A WINDOW CONTRACT FOR 
REBUILDING TRUCK #44 BODY AND ADDING LIFT GATE 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for rebuilding the body of truck #44, and adding a lift gate 
in the Borough of Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen has solicited quotes for at the rebuilding of the body 
and adding a lift gate to truck #44, using a non-fair and open, now known as required disclosure 
process; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the amount to refabricate the truck body and add a lift gate is under the bid 
threshold as set by New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq, but above 
$17,500.00; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer's Certification of Funds is made authorizing the 
award for the purchase of truck #44 body rebuilding/fabrication and adding a lift gate in the amount 
not to exceed $28,283.65 from the 2021 Adopted Budget appropriation line Streets & Roads, 
Vehicle Maintenance 1-01-26-765-025; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this procurement is awarded under N.J.S.A. 19:44A20.4 et seq. using a non- 
fair and open (now known as required disclosure) process to Norcia Corporation. who submitted a 
written quote for the refabrication and replacement of the truck body for truck #44 and addition of a 
lift gate for the Borough of Metuchen. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex as follows: 
 

1. The Chief Financial Officer and Borough Administrator are hereby authorized and 
directed to approve and forward a Purchase Order to Norcia Corporation, 451 
Blackhorse Lane, north Brunswick, NJ 08902. 

 
Other New Business 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-248, authorizing the 
payment of the Bill List in the amount of $4,283,314.83 second by Councilmember Rasmussen, 
with all in favor, motion carried, 5-0. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-248 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF THE BILL LIST  
 
  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen that 
the proper warrants be drawn and all bills be paid totaling $4,283,314.83. 
 
Appointments 
 
Mayor Busch recommended the following appointments: 
 
Michael Alvarez – Planning Board, Alternate I, term ending 12/31/2021 
Dylan Jaques – Human Relations Commission, Junior HS Student Liaison, term ending 8/31/2022 
Bobbie Theivakumaran – Human Relations Commission, MDA Liaison, term ending 12/31/2021 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to accept the recommendations of appointments, second 
by Councilmember Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 5-0. 
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Executive Session 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-249 authorizing going into 
Executive Session for the reason of discussing proposed purchase or acquisition of real property, 
second by Councilmember Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 5-0. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-249 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of Metuchen hereby moves to go into 

Executive Session on October 12, 2021 on or after 7:30 PM during the general meeting in Borough 
Hall located at 500 Main St., Metuchen that will be limited only to consideration of an item or 
items with respect to which the public may be excluded pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 of the Open 
Public Meetings Act. 

 
The general nature of the subject or subjects to be discussed are matters involving the 

proposed purchase or acquisition of real property with public funds and the proposed contract 
negotiations. 

 
Stated as precisely as presently possible the matter discussed in and minutes of the closed 

session shall be disclosed to the public when the reason for confidentiality no longer exists. 
 

Council President Koskoski made a motion to return to the Regular Meeting, second by 
Councilmember Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 5-0. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to adjourn the meeting, second by Councilmember 
Rasmussen, with all in favor, 5-0, the meeting was adjourned at 9:21 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Deborah Zupan 
Acting Borough Clerk 


