
 

 

BOROUGH OF METUCHEN COUNCIL MINUTES 

May 10, 2021 

7:30 PM  

 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Borough Council was held in the Council Chambers of Borough 

Hall on Monday, May 10, 2021.   

 

The Meeting was called to order at 7:37 p.m. by Mayor Busch.  

 

Adequate Notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meeting 

Act, pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 231.  Said notice was sent to the Home News Tribune 

and Star Ledger on April 22, 2021, Posted in Borough Hall and on file in the Clerk’s Office.  All 

requirements of the “Open Public Meetings Act” have been satisfied.  

 

Mayor Busch emphasized the importance of getting vaccinated against COVID-19 for the safety 

of the entire community. 

 

Mayor Busch asked all to rise for the flag salute. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Mayor Busch asked for a roll call. 

 

Present were Councilmembers Delia, Hirsch, Kandel, Rasmussen, Rubin, Council President 

Koskoski, and Mayor Busch. Also present were Melissa Perilstein, Borough Administrator, 

Denis Murphy, Borough Attorney, and Deborah Zupan, Acting Borough Clerk. 

 

Presentation 

 

A presentation of Metuchen’s proposed ‘Greenprint’ recreation plan was presented by LRK 

Planner Chris Cosenza.  Plan details can be found at www.metuchennj.org. Input will be 

gathered from the community at several events following this presentation. Councilwoman 

Rubin requested adding a virtual input meeting to include more people with disabilities. Council 

President Koskoski suggested adding video footage online so those who are not able to make the 

tours can see the areas being discussed.  

 

Agenda Session 
 

Council President Koskoski made a motion to open the Agenda Session, second by 

Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried 6-0. 

 

With no actions taken, Council President Koskoski made a motion to close the Agenda Session, 

second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried 6-0. 

 

Public Comment 

 

Mayor Busch opened Public Comment to any members of the public wishing to speak.  

 

Ms. Zupan confirmed that no public comment emails had been sent to 

publicmtgcomment@metuchen.com. 

 

Seeing no one wishing to speak, Mayor Busch closed the Public Comment. 

 

Communications Consent Agenda – Items A - C 

 

Council President Koskoski made a motion to move Communication Consent Agenda, Items A - 

C, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried 6-0. 

 

A. Receive and Accept Block Party/Street Closing for Franklyn Place, Reformed Church of 

Metuchen - June 6, 2021 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
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B. Receive and Accept Historic Preservation Committee Meeting Minutes of January 28, 2021, 

February 25, 2021, and March 25, 2021. 

 

C. Receive and Accept Shade Tree Commission Meeting Minutes of February 2, 2021, March 2, 

2021, and April 6, 2021 

 

Reports of Councilmembers 

 

Mayor Busch opened Reports of Councilmembers. 

 

Council President Koskoski 

- The Library will be reopening on a limited basis, with curbside service continuing.  There 

are many online resources available as well including Kanopy for movie streaming. 

 

Councilwoman Rubin 

- The MDA is sponsoring a Spring Bazaar this weekend and Team Vaccine will be there to 

help any unvaccinated residents get vaccine appointments. 

 

Councilwoman Rasmussen 

- The Shade Tree Commission has an Arbor Day celebration planned at Moss School. 

- The Environmental Commission will meet via Zoom next week. 

- The Senior Commission are going to have a special meeting at the Senior Center to 

discuss its reopening in June. 

  

Councilman Kandel 

- The Historic Preservation Committee’s Facebook page just launched. As mentioned at 

the last meeting, Girl Scout Kate McNamara will be leading guided tours of historic 

properties around the Tommy’s Pond area. 

- The Recreation Commission will be hosting the Daddy Daughter Dance on May 20
th

. 

Registration is open for summer Recreation Programs. 

 

Councilman Hirsh 

- The Pool Commission will meet this week via Zoom. Early Pool registration ends May 

24
th

. There will be an open house at the Pool on May 23
rd

. 

 

Councilman Delia 

- No report tonight. 

 

Reports of Officers 

 

Denis Murphy, Borough Attorney  

- No report tonight. 

 

Melissa Perilstein, Administrator  

- Thank you to the Finance Department and DPW for getting the Pool ready after being 

closed for over a year. The new registration system seems to be going smoothly. 

- Please note the resolution for the $100,000 grant from the state for shade tree 

management, this will help begin to tackle the problem of our aging tree population. 

Thanks to DPW for evaluating the condition of trees around town. If this resolution is 

passed, we will begin the process of selecting a vendor to help begin this effort. 

 

New Business Consent Agenda – Resolutions 2021-139 thru 2021-146 

 

Council President Koskoski moved New Business Consent Agenda – R2021-139 thru R2021-

146, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried 6-0. 
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RESOLUTION 2021-139 

 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING FIREFIGHTER  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council have been notified by Robert Donnan, Chief 

of the Metuchen Fire Department, that Lucas J. Spathis has been approved to be a permanent 

member of the Metuchen Fire Department. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the 

Borough of Metuchen that in accordance with Chapter 8 of the Code of the Borough of Metuchen, 

Lucas J. Spathis, be and hereby is elected, approved, and confirmed as a permanent member of the 

Fire Department of the Borough of Metuchen. 

 

RESOLUTION 2021-140 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PROMOTION OF LIEUTENANT   

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen that 

Robert Belluscio Jr. is hereby promoted to Lieutenant in the Metuchen Police Department for the 

Borough of Metuchen, Middlesex County, State of New Jersey in accordance with law, at a base 

salary of $146,308.00 and said appointment being effective May 3, 2021. 

 

RESOLUTION 2021-141 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT OF RESOLUTION 2020-82, TO AWARD 

OF A CONTRACT FOR CIVIL ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION PHASE SERVICES 

FOR REPLACEMENT OF THE METUCHEN SEWAGE PUMP STATION 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for civil engineering services for the sewer pump station 

capital improvements for the Borough of Metuchen in the County of Middlesex for the construction 

please of the replacement of the Jersey Avenue sewage pump station; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are of the nature of a professional service pursuant to N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-5(1)(a)(i), and therefore, a contract for the services may be awarded by the Borough without 

public advertising for bids and bidding thereafter; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said services are of the type contemplated by the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-

to-Play Law N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4et seq. and, therefore, a contract for the services may be awarded 

pursuant to a “fair and open” or “non-fair and open” – now known as “required disclosure” process, 

both of which are defined in the law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen determined that it was in the best interests to 

proceed in a fair and open manner to obtain said services through the public advertising of a 

Request for Qualifications (the “RFQ”); and the Borough Administrator, the Mayor and Council 

reviewed the qualifications and proposals submitted to CME Associates in response to the initial 

RFQ and determined that CME Associates was qualified May 15, 2017 to render civil engineering 

services for the sewer pump station capital improvements in the amount of $207,445.00 awarded by 

resolution 2017-125; and  

 

 WHEREAS, CME Associates was awarded a contract for the final design for the 

replacement of the Metuchen Jersey Avenue sewage pump station by Resolution 2020-82 in the 

amount of $600,000.00, certified from 2020 Capital Bond Ordinance 2020-04, C-04-55-935-002, 

for the final and design and construction please of the sewage pump station with the requirement 

that a final proposal be submitted for the construction please of the project; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the proposal dated February 20, 2020 from CME Associates for the final 

design of the replacement of the Metuchen Jersey Avenue sewage pump station was submitted in 

the amount of $279,178.50; and 

 

 WHEREAS, CME Associates has submitted a proposal dated March 9, 2021 for civil 

engineering services for the construction phase of the Jersey Avenue pump station replacement 

project in the amount of $317,694.00, with the provision in the proposal that an additional cost 
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proposal would be submitted for approval in the event that the construction contract time exceeds 

set project completion milestones or unforeseen circumstances; and 

 

  WHEREAS, the maximum amount of the contract for the construction please of the 

replacement sewage pump station is $317,694.00 and the Chief Financial Officer has certified that 

there are sufficient funds for such contract and are available and is designated from Capital Bond 

Ordinance 2020-04/2021-06, C-04-55-935-002; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the 

Borough of Metuchen as follows: 

 

1. The Borough hereby rescinds the portion of Resolution 2020-82 in the amount of 

$3,128.50 to the extent it committed the expenditure up to $600,000.00 to CME 

Associates, while the actual amounts for the proposals for the final design please and the 

construction phase of the project total $596,872.50. 

 

2. The Borough hereby accepts, approves, and authorizes the proposal dated March 9, 

2021 of CME Associates, 1460 Route 9 South, Howell, NJ 07731 in an amount not to 

exceed $317,694.60. 

 

3. The Mayor and Acting Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute an 

agreement with CME Associates, 1460 Route 9 South, Howell, NJ 07731, in a form 

acceptable to the Borough Administrator and Mayor to render the engineering services 

contained in the proposal dated March 9, 2021 at a cost not to exceed $317,694.60. 

 

4.  This contract is awarded as a fair and open “Professional Service” in accordance with 

N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5. 

 

5. A notice of this action shall be printed once in the Home News Tribune. 

 

RESOLUTION 2021-142   

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN, IN THE COUNTY 

OF MIDDLESEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DETERMINING THE 

FORM AND OTHER DETAILS OF ITS “NOTE RELATING TO THE 

WATER BANK CONSTRUCTION FINANCING PROGRAM OF THE 

NEW JERSEY INFRASTRUCTURE BANK”, TO BE ISSUED IN THE 

PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF UP TO $5,260,000, AND PROVIDING FOR 

THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF SUCH NOTE TO THE NEW JERSEY 

INFRASTRUCTURE BANK, AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION 

AND DELIVERY OF SUCH NOTE BY THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN 

IN FAVOR OF THE NEW JERSEY INFRASTRUCTURE BANK, ALL 

PURSUANT TO THE WATER BANK CONSTRUCTION FINANCING 

PROGRAM OF THE NEW JERSEY INFRASTRUCTURE BANK 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen (the “Local Unit”), in the County of Middlesex, 

State of New Jersey, has determined that there exists a need within the Local Unit to acquire, 

construct, renovate or install a project consisting of the construction of a new Pump Station (the 

“Project”), and it is the desire of the Local Unit to obtain financing for such Project through 

participation in the environmental infrastructure financing program (the “New Jersey Water 

Bank”) of the New Jersey Infrastructure Bank (the “I-Bank”); 

 

 WHEREAS, the Local Unit has determined to temporarily finance the acquisition, 

construction, renovation or installation of the Project prior to the closing with respect to the New 

Jersey Water Bank, and to undertake such temporary financing with the proceeds of a short-term 

loan to be made by the I-Bank (the “Construction Loan”) to the Local Unit, pursuant to the 

Water Bank Construction Financing Program of the I-Bank (the “Construction Financing 

Program”); 

 

WHEREAS, in order to (i) evidence and secure the repayment obligation of the Local 

Unit to the I-Bank with respect to the Construction Loan and (ii) satisfy the requirements of the 

Construction Financing Program, it is the desire of the Local Unit to issue and sell to the I-Bank 
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the “Note Relating to the Water Bank Construction Financing Program of the New Jersey 

Infrastructure Bank” in an aggregate principal amount of up to $5,260,000 (the “Note”); 

 

 WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Local Unit to authorize, execute, attest and deliver the 

Note to the I-Bank pursuant to the terms of the Local Bond Law of the State of New Jersey, 

constituting Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the Revised Statutes of the State of New Jersey (the 

“Local Bond Law”), and other applicable law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 28 of the Local Bond Law allows for the sale of the Note to the I-

Bank, without any public offering, and N.J.S.A. 58:11B-9 allows for the sale of the Note to the I-

Bank without any public offering, all under the terms and conditions set forth therein. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the Local Unit as 

follows: 

 

 Section 1. In accordance with Section 28 of the Local Bond Law and N.J.S.A. 

58:11B-9, the Local Unit hereby authorizes the issuance, sale and award of the Note in 

accordance with the provisions hereof.  The obligation represented by the Note has been 

appropriated and authorized by bond ordinance number 2020-04 of the Local Unit, which bond 

ordinance is entitled “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A 

NEW PUMP STATION, BY AND IN THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN, IN THE COUNTY 

OF MIDDLESEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $4,100,000 THEREFOR 

AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $4,100,000 BONDS OR NOTES TO FINANCE 

THE COST THEREOF” and was finally adopted by the Local Unit at a meeting duly called and 

held on February 3, 2020, as amended and supplemented by bond ordinance number 2021-06 of 

the Local Unity, which bond ordinance is entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING AND 

SUPPLEMENTING BOND ORDINANCE NUMBER 2020-04 HERETOFORE FINALLY 

ADOPTED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN ON 

FEBRUARY 3, 2020, TO INCREASE THE APPROPRIATION TO $5,260,000 AND TO 

INCREASE THE AUTHORIZATION OF BONDS OR NOTES TO $5,260,000 THEREIN”, 

at which time a quorum was present and acted throughout, all pursuant to the terms of the Local 

Bond Law and other applicable law. 

 

 Section 2. The Chief Financial Officer of the Local Unit (the “Chief Financial 

Officer”) is hereby authorized to determine, in accordance with the Local Bond Law and 

pursuant to the terms and conditions hereof, (i) the final principal amount of the Note (subject to 

the maximum limitation set forth in Section 4(a) hereof), and (ii) the dated date of the Note. 

 

 Section 3. Any determination made by the Chief Financial Officer pursuant to the 

terms hereof shall be conclusively evidenced by the execution and attestation of the Note by the 

parties authorized pursuant to Section 4(h) hereof. 

 

 Section 4. The Local Unit hereby determines that certain terms of the Note shall be 

as follows: 

 

(a) the principal amount of the Note to be issued shall be an amount up to 

$5,260,000; 

(b) the maturity of the Note shall be as determined by the I-Bank; 

(c) the interest rate of the Note shall be as determined by the I-Bank; 

(d) the purchase price for the Note shall be par;  

(e) the Note shall be subject to prepayment prior to its stated maturity in accordance 

with the terms and conditions of the Note; 

(f) the Note shall be issued in a single denomination and shall be numbered “NJWB-

CFP-2021-01”; 

(g) the Note shall be issued in fully registered form and shall be payable to the 

registered owner thereof as to both principal and interest in lawful money of the 

United States of America; and 

(h) the Note shall be executed by the manual or facsimile signatures of the Mayor and 

the Chief Financial Officer under official seal or facsimile thereof affixed, 

printed, engraved or reproduced thereon and attested by the manual signature of 

the Local Unit Clerk. 
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 Section 5. The Note shall be substantially in the form attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

 

Section 6. The law firm of Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer, P.A. is hereby authorized to 

arrange for the printing of the Note, which law firm may authorize McCarter & English, LLP, 

bond counsel to the I-Bank for the Construction Financing Program, to arrange for same.   

 

 Section 7. The Authorized Officers of the Local Unit are hereby further severally 

authorized to (i) execute and deliver, and the Local Unit Clerk is hereby further authorized to 

attest to such execution and to affix the corporate seal of the Local Unit to, any document, 

instrument or closing certificate deemed necessary, desirable or convenient by the Authorized 

Officers or the Secretary of the Local Unit, as applicable, in their respective sole discretion, after 

consultation with counsel and any advisors to the Local Unit and after further consultation with 

the I-Bank and its representatives, agents, counsel and advisors, to be executed in connection 

with the issuance and sale of the Note and the participation of the Local Unit in the Construction 

Financing Program, which determination shall be conclusively evidenced by the execution of 

each such certificate or other document by the party authorized hereunder to execute such 

certificate or other document, and (ii) perform such other actions as the Authorized Officers 

deem necessary, desirable or convenient in relation to the execution and delivery of the Note and 

the participation of the Local Unit in the Construction Financing Program. 

 

 Section 8. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

Section 9. Upon the adoption hereof, the Local Unit Clerk shall forward certified 

copies of this resolution to Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer, P.A., bond counsel to the Local Unit, 

David E. Zimmer, Executive Director of the I-Bank, and Richard T. Nolan, Esq., McCarter & 

English, LLP, bond counsel to the I-Bank. 

 

RESOLUTION 2021-143   

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING GRANT APPLICATION AND ACCEPTANCE FOR A NEW 

JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS SHADE TREE MANGEMENT 

GRANT 

 

WHEREAS, The Borough of Metuchen desires to apply and obtain a grant from the 

New Jersey Department of Community Affairs for $100,000.00 for shade tree maintenance 

i n  t h e  B o r o u g h  o f  M e t u c h e n ; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Borough of Metuchen has received a letter dated May 6, 2021 

confirming award of a grant from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs in the 

amount of $100,000.00 for the management of dead or overgrown trees on Borough owned 

properties or in the right of way which become a danger to the community; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  

 

1. that the Borough of Metuchen does hereby authorize the application for such a grant; 

and, 

2. recognizes and accepts that the Department may offer a lesser or greater amount and 

therefore, upon receipt of the grant agreement from the New Jersey Department of 

Community Affairs, does further authorize the execution of any such grant 

agreement; and also, upon receipt of the fully executed agreement from the 

Department, does further authorize the expenditure of funds pursuant to the terms of 

the agreement between the Borough of Metuchen and the New Jersey Department of 

Community Affairs. 

 

RESOLUTION 2021-144    

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY 

RECYCLING ENHANCEMENT GRANT 
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WHEREAS, The County of Middlesex in continuing to recognize the 

importance of recycling and the role that the individual municipalities play in conjunction 

with the County towards achieving an exemplary recycling rate has proposed to provide 

grant monies to municipalities through the Recycling Enhancement Grant (REG) Program; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the REG Program to provide funds to qualifying 

municipalities to be used for security cameras to prevent illegal dumping and/or indoor 

recycling bins for municipal buildings or schools to enhance a municipality's recycling 

program; and 

 

WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Borough of Metuchen and 

its citizens to apply for this grant. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of T he 

Borough of Metuchen that the Brough Recycling Coordinator is/are hereby authorized to 

submit the attached application for consideration of a grant to the Middlesex County 

Division of Solid Waste Management. 

RESOLUTION  2021-146 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AWARD OF A WINDOW CONTRACT FOR 

CHLORINE FOR METUCHEN MUNICIPAL POOL 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for UN1791 Hypochlorite solutions, 8, PG III (Bulk, 

Sodium Hypochlorite) for the Metuchen Municipal Pool in the Borough of Metuchen, in the County 

of Middlesex, State of New Jersey; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen has solicited quotes for chlorine for the Metuchen 

Municipal Pool using a fair and open process; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the amount to acquire chlorine is under the bid threshold as set by New Jersey 

Local Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq, but above $17,500.00; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer's Certification of Funds is made authorizing the 

award for hypochlorite solutions (bulk sodium hypochlorite) for the Metuchen Municipal Pool in 

the amount not to exceed $25,500.00 from the 2021 temporary and 2021 adopted budget 

appropriation line item Pool Utility Pool Chemicals 1-09-55-501-504; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this procurement is awarded under N.J.S.A. 19:44A20.4 et seq. using a fair 

and open process to Todd Harris Co., Inc., who submitted the lowest, compliant quote for chlorine 

for the Metuchen Municipal Pool. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex as follows: 

 

1. The Chief Financial Officer and Borough Administrator are hereby authorized and 

directed to approve and forward a Purchase Order Todd Harris Co., Inc., PO Box 

682, Edison, NJ, 08818-0682. 

 

Other New Business 
 

Council President Koskoski made a motion to approve R2021-147; authorizing the payment of 

the Bill List in the amount $3,304,651.81, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in 

favor, motion carried, 6-0. 

 

RESOLUTION 2021-147 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF THE BILL LIST  

 

  BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen that 

the proper warrants be drawn and all bills be paid totaling $ 3,304,651.81. 
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Appointment 

 

Mayor Busch made a recommendation to appoint Nancy Jones to the Senior Citizen 

Commission, term expiring December 31, 2021. Council President Koskoski made a motion to 

accept the appointment, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried 

6-0. 

 

Adjournment 

 

Council President Koskoski made a motion to adjourn the meeting, second by Councilwoman 

Rasmussen, with all in favor the meeting was adjourned at 8:36 p.m., 6-0. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Deborah Zupan 

Acting Borough Clerk 


