
 
 

BOROUGH OF METUCHEN COUNCIL MINUTES 
June 28, 2021 

7:30 PM  
 
The Regular Meeting of the Borough Council was held in the Council Chambers of Borough 
Hall on Monday, June 28, 2021.   
 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. by Council President Koskoski. 
 
Adequate Notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meeting 
Act, pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 231.  Said notice was sent to the Home News Tribune 
and Star Ledger on April 22, 2021, Posted in Borough Hall and on file in the Clerk’s Office.  All 
requirements of the “Open Public Meetings Act” have been satisfied.  
 
Council President Koskoski announced that Mayor Busch was running late and would join the 
meeting shortly. 
 
Council President Koskoski asked all to rise for the flag salute. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Council President Koskoski asked for a roll call. 
 
Present were Councilmembers Delia, Hirsch, Kandel, Rasmussen, Rubin, and Council President 
Koskoski. Mayor Busch was absent. Also present were Melissa Perilstein, Borough 
Administrator, Denis Murphy, Borough Attorney, and Deborah Zupan, Acting Borough Clerk.  
 
Agenda Session 
 
Councilwoman Rasmussen made a motion to open the Agenda Session, second by Councilman 
Hirsch, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
 
With no actions taken, Councilwoman Rasmussen made a motion to close the Agenda Session, 
second by Councilwoman Rubin, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
 
Presentation and Public Comment 
 
Borough Planner Jim Constantine presented details about the Boroughs proposed Greenprint 
plan, including input gathered from the community since the plan’s introduction. Plan details can 
be found at www.metuchennj.org. 
 
Mayor Busch, who arrived during the presentation, invited any members of the public wishing to 
speak about Greenprint. 
 
Mark Santus, 27 Home Street, spoke about the needs of local soccer organizations with regards 
to multi-use fields. Mr. Santus also commented on the need for updated technology and 
management for optimal use of space, the need for free programs to be available to include 
residents across socioeconomic levels, and the benefits of grass fields over turf. 
 
Audra Sbarra, Amboy Avenue, is the Chair of the Accessibility Committee and asked that funds 
be budgeted for to hire an accessibility consultant for this project to ensure that it is truly 
inclusive. 
 
Alicia Killean, 40 Home Street, is the Chair of the Recreation Commission and expressed the 
Commission’s support for the Greenprint plan. As there are finite recreational spaces and limited 
funding, the Commission is looking forward to collaborating with the Mayor and Council on this 
project. 
 
Dan Ralph, 149 Lake Avenue, remarked that the plan decreases the age ranges for baseball 
fields, and makes field sizes smaller. He agreed with Mr. Santus in that grass fields make more 
sense than turf. Mr. Ralph also suggested that instead of another clubhouse, an indoor space for 
year-round use may be preferrable and of more benefit to the league. 
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Juan Hidalgo, 4 Wilson Lane, spoke on behalf of the Metuchen Soccer Club. He stressed the 
importance of involving the Board of Education in the planning process, as often recreational 
teams are moved off fields by school teams. Mr. Hidalgo also asked about field maintenance and 
protection plans, field lighting, and a connection to Vidas Park from New Durham Road. He 
suggested adding a recreation center at Myrtle and Charles Fields for kids that go there after 
school. 
 
Matt Moore, 442 Wakefield Drive, agreed with previous comments that grass fields would 
continue to be best at Edgar School, and he commented on the importance of keeping bleachers 
there. He also spoke in support dedicated fields as opposed to multi-use fields, an indoor practice 
facility, and more basketball courts. 
 
Kun-Han Lee, 85 Myrtle Avenue, commented on the need for playground maintenance, and 
voiced safety concerns regarding the plan to link Myrtle and Charles Fields’ parking lots. He also 
asked about the proposed splash park at Oakland Park. 
 
Christine Alvarez, 45 Elm Avenue, commented on the lack of a place in the Greenprint plan for 
field hockey, stressing that the program has limited volunteers and is a feeder for the exceptional 
high school team. Ms. Alvarez would like to see more space available for field hockey. 
 
Seeing no one else wishing to speak, Mayor Busch closed the Public Comment pertaining to 
Greenprint. 
 
Council President Koskoski thanked Jim Constantine and his team for presenting the Greenprint 
vision so well. 
 
Councilman Delia thanked all who took the time to comment online, at community events, and 
here at the meeting. 
 
Councilwoman Rasmussen commented that she was particularly excited about plans and for the 
Dismal Swamp, soon to be Peter Barnes, environmental area. She mentioned that the Dismal 
Swamp Commission will have a State grant to help with these improvements. 
 
Regular Meeting 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to approve Borough Council Meeting Minutes of 
May 10, 2021, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Mayor Busch opened Public Comment to any members of the public wishing to speak.  
 
Bob Cosgrove, 629 Main Street, commented that he received a notification from Middlesex 
Water that his street was being repaved, then a week later received notification that 
Elizabethtown Gas would be digging it up again. In response to this, the Borough Administrator 
remarked that Elizabethtown Gas would be giving a presentation at the next Council meeting and 
that the Borough has been working hard to coordinate plans with the utility companies. Mr. 
Cosgrove mentioned that there is a manhole cover on the cornet of Main Street and Chestnut that 
is about three inches lower than the street that causes the area to shake every time a truck drives 
over it. He also said there is a dead Borough tree in front of his house which needs to be 
removed. 
 
Pat Doherty, 73 Aylin Street, spoke on behalf of many residents in his neighborhood about 
problems with water company contractors working out of a private lot on Liberty Street. The 
machinery has been very noisy, and work is going on at all hours. Police were called but 
residents received no response. Many residents in the neighborhood are losing sleep. Mr. 
Doherty commented that this has been going on for seven weeks, and that their street was no 
longer blocked as a dead end because of the work. 
 
Maryann Nalepa, 67 Aylin Street, commented that she was notified the day after the dead end 
was removed from Aylin Street, and was told by Police Chief Irizarry that this was done for 
safety reasons. Ms. Nalepa repeated Mr. Doherty’s remarks about the noisy work always going 
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on, and the lack of response from the Police. In response to these comments, the names and 
emails of the affected neighborhood residents were collected by the Clerk so the Mayor and 
Borough Administrator could follow up. 
 
Fernanda Cardozo, 81 Aylin Street, added that besides the construction debris and noise, there is 
a lot a litter from the workers. She also asked why this work cannot be completed during the day, 
and if the dead-end street would be closed again soon. 
 
Joanne Molochnick, 82 Aylin Street, commented that there are tractor-trailers coming down their 
street and backing up and it is extremely dangerous. 
 
Christine Doherty, 73 Aylin Street, stated that the work crews mentioned are not doing the work 
in their neighborhood but using it as their staging yard. The trucks have extremely loud buzzers 
that go off multiple times a night and alarm residents. 
 
Ms. Zupan confirmed that no public comment emails had been sent to 
publicmtgcomment@metuchen.com. 
 
Seeing no one else wishing to speak, Mayor Busch closed the Public Comment. 
 
Ordinance-Public Hearing 
 
Ordinance 2021-10 An Ordinance by the Borough of Metuchen in the 

County of Middlesex, New Jersey Prohibiting the 
Operation of Any Class of Cannabis Businesses 
Within its Geographical Boundaries and Amending 
Section 110-93 of the Metuchen Code 

 
Council President Koskoski asked Ms. Zupan, Acting Borough Clerk, to present the affidavit of 
publication.  
 
Ms. Zupan presented the affidavit of publication stating that said Ordinance 2021-10 had been 
published one time in the Home News Tribune according to law on June 18, 2021. 
 
Council President Koskoski moved that the affidavit of publication be received and filed, second 
by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, the motion carried, 6-0. 
 
Council President Koskoski asked that Ordinance 2021-10 be read by title only. 
 
Ms. Zupan read Ordinance 2021-10 by title only. 
 
Mayor Busch stated that he and most of the Borough support cannabis in Metuchen. He  
explained that although Ordinance 2021-10 regards prohibiting cannabis in the Borough, the first  
paragraph reads ‘whereas, the Borough of Metuchen is supportive of the concept of the sale and  
distribution of cannabis but requires time for state regulation to be finalized.’ Opting out now  
allows the Borough to opt back in at anytime when more guidance is available from the State. 
 
Mayor Busch opened the public hearing on Ordinance 2021-10.   
 
Dan Cotton, 37 Van Buren Avenue, remarked that he strongly feels the Borough should opt in 
for cannabis in the Borough. If people can legally drink alcohol until they pass out, they should 
be able to use marijuana recreationally.  He also commented that tax money from sale of 
cannabis could help a variety of projects.  
 
Council President Koskoski emphasized that there is a lot to consider when bringing cannabis 
businesses to a town and that with guidance we can do this thoughtfully and in the right way for 
Metuchen. 
 
Seeing no one wishing to speak, Mayor Busch closed the public hearing. 
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Council President Koskoski made a motion to pass Ordinance 2021-10 on second reading and be 
published according to law, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen. 
 
Councilman Delia noted that seventy percent of Metuchen voters voted in favor of cannabis 
legalization, an unprecedented level of bipartisan support. He expressed that the Borough should 
take steps necessary to bring cannabis businesses into town as soon as is prudent. 
 
Councilman Hirsch suggested we get input from members of the public as to which types of 
businesses we want in the Borough, and where they should be. 
 
Mayor Busch asked for a roll call vote. 
 
 Roll Call:  Yeas: Delia, Hirsch, Kandel, Rasmussen, Rubin, and Koskoski 
    Nays:  None 
 
Ordinance 2021-10 was adopted, 6-0. 
 

ORDINANCE 2021-10 
 

AN ORDINANCE BY THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN IN THE COUNTY OF 
MIDDLESEX, NEW JERSEY PROHIBITING THE OPERATION OF ANY CLASS OF 

CANNABIS BUSINESSES WITHIN ITS GEOGRAPHICAL BOUNDARIES AND 
AMENDING SECTION 110-93 OF THE METUCHEN CODE 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen is supportive of the concept of the sale and 
distribution of cannabis but requires time for state regulation to be finalized; and  

WHEREAS, in 2020 New Jersey voters approved Public Question No. 1, which 
amended the New Jersey Constitution to allow for the legalization of a controlled form of 
marijuana called “cannabis” for adults at least 21 years of age; and 

 WHEREAS, on February 22, 2021, Governor Murphy signed into law P.L. 2021, c. 16, 
known as the “New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory, Enforcement Assistance, and Marketplace 
Modernization Act” (the “Act”), which legalizes the recreational use of marijuana by adults 21 
years of age or older, and establishes a comprehensive regulatory and licensing scheme for 
commercial recreational (adult use) cannabis operations, use and possession; and 

 WHEREAS, as set forth in more detail below, the Act requires that any municipal 
prohibition by the Borough of Metuchen must be adopted within 180 days of the effective date of 
the Act (i.e., by August 21, 2021), and that the failure to timely act shall mean that for a period 
of five years thereafter, the growing, cultivating, manufacturing, selling and reselling of cannabis 
and cannabis items shall automatically be permitted uses in all industrial zones, and the retail 
selling of cannabis items to consumers shall be a conditional use in all commercial and retail 
zones; and 

 WHEREAS, the Act does not preclude a municipality from prohibiting cannabis 
establishments and operations within its municipal limits within the 180 days of the effective 
date of the Act and thereafter authorizing and/or permitting any one or more of the cannabis 
establishments (defined in section 3 of the Act as “a cannabis cultivator, a cannabis 
manufacturer, a cannabis wholesaler, or a cannabis retailer”) within the municipality; and  

 WHEREAS, the State’s newly created Cannabis Regulatory Commission is charged with 
adopting rules including those for licensing applications and eligibility; the number of 
permissible licenses of each type; security requirements for licensees; labeling and packaging 
requirements; retailer employee eligibility criteria; and advertising and marketing limitations, 
however, to date has not yet promulgated such rules and regulations; and 

WHEREAS, officials from two prominent non-profit organizations that have been 
established for the purpose of advising New Jersey municipalities on legal matters such as have 
been presented by the Act (those organizations being the New Jersey State League of 
Municipalities and the New Jersey Institute of Local Government Attorneys) have strongly urged 
that, due to the complexity and novelty of the Act; the many areas of municipal law that are or 
may be implicated in decisions as to whether or to what extent cannabis or medical cannabis 



Borough Council Meeting 
June 28, 2021 
 

5 
 

should be permitted for land use purposes or otherwise regulated in any particular municipality; 
and the relatively short duration in which the Act would allow such decisions to be made before 
imposing an automatic authorization of such uses in specified zoning districts subject to 
unspecified conditions, the most prudent course of action for all municipalities, whether or not 
generally in favor of cannabis or medical cannabis land development and uses, would be to 
prohibit all such uses within the Act’s 180-day period in order to ensure sufficient time to 
carefully review all aspects of the Act and its impacts; and 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Metuchen has determined that it is in the 
best interest of the Borough to prohibit cannabis operations and establishments within the 
Borough until such time as the State promulgates rules and regulations relating to the various 
aspects of cannabis operations, licensing, eligibility, security, labeling, and marketing and the 
Borough has had the opportunity to thoroughly review and analyze all classes of cannabis 
licensing and establishments, as described below, along with the Borough’s specific zoning 
districts, regulations and needs and the potential impact it may have upon the Borough and its 
residents; and   

 WHEREAS, the Act establishes six marketplace classes of licensed businesses, 
including: 

• Class 1 Cannabis Cultivator license, for facilities involved in growing and 
cultivating cannabis; 
 

• Class 2 Cannabis Manufacturer license, for facilities involved in the 
manufacturing, preparation, and packaging of cannabis items; 
 

• Class 3 Cannabis Wholesaler license, for facilities involved in obtaining and 
selling cannabis items for later resale by other licensees; 
 

• Class 4 Cannabis Distributer license, for businesses involved in transporting 
cannabis plants in bulk from on licensed cultivator to another licensed cultivator, 
or cannabis items in bulk from any type of licensed cannabis business to another; 
 

• Class 5 Cannabis Retailer license for locations at which cannabis items and 
related supplies are sold to consumers; and 
 

• Class 6 Cannabis Delivery license, for businesses providing courier services for 
consumer purchases that are fulfilled by a licensed cannabis retailer in order to 
make deliveries of the purchases items to a consumer, and which service would 
include the ability of a consumer to make a purchase directly through the cannabis 
delivery service which would be presented by the delivery service for fulfillment 
by a retailer and then delivered to a consumer.  

 

 WHEREAS, section 31a of the Act authorizes municipalities by ordinance to adopt 
regulations governing the number of cannabis establishments (defined in section 3 of the Act as 
“a cannabis cultivator, a cannabis manufacturer, a cannabis wholesaler, or a cannabis retailer”), 
cannabis distributors or cannabis delivery services allowed to operate within their boundaries, as 
well as the location manner and times operation of such establishments, distributors or delivery 
services, and establishing civil penalties for the violation of any such regulations; and 

WHEREAS, section 31b of the Act authorizes municipalities by ordinance to prohibit 
the operation of any one or more classes of cannabis establishments, distributors, or delivery 
services anywhere in the municipality; and 

WHEREAS, section 31b of the Act also stipulates, however, that any municipal 
regulation or prohibition must be adopted within 180 days of the effective date of the Act (i.e., 
by August 21, 2021); and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 31b of the Act, the failure to do so shall mean that for a 
period of five years thereafter, the growing, cultivating, manufacturing, selling and reselling of 
cannabis and cannabis items shall be permitted uses in all industrial zones, and the retail selling 
of cannabis items to consumers shall be a conditional use in all commercial and retail zones; and 
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WHEREAS, at the conclusion of the initial and any subsequent five-year period 
following a failure to enact local regulations or prohibitions, the municipality shall again have 
180 days to adopt an ordinance regulating or prohibiting cannabis businesses, but any such 
ordinance would be prospective only and would not apply to any cannabis business already 
operating within the municipality; and 

  
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Metuchen has determined that, due to 

present uncertainties regarding the potential future impacts that allowing one or more classes of 
cannabis business might have on New Jersey municipalities in general, and on Borough of 
Metuchen in particular, it is at this time necessary and appropriate, and in the best interest of the 
health, safety and welfare of Metuchen’s residents and members of the public who visit, travel, 
or conduct business in the Borough of Metuchen, to amend Metuchen’s zoning regulations to 
prohibit all manner of cannabis/marijuana-related land use and development within the 
geographic boundaries of Borough of Metuchen. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Municipal Council of the Borough of 

Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 
1. Pursuant to section 31b of the New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory, Enforcement 

Assistance, and Marketplace Modernization Act (P.L. 2021, c. 16), all cannabis establishments, 
cannabis distributors or cannabis delivery services are hereby prohibited from operating 
anywhere in the Borough of Metuchen, except for the delivery of cannabis items and related 
supplies by a delivery service.   

 
2. Section 110-93, of the Metuchen Code, entitled, “Specific prohibited uses” is 

hereby amended by adding subsection “Z” to the list of specific prohibited uses, to include and 
state the following: “All classes of cannabis establishments or cannabis distributors or cannabis 
delivery services as said terms are defined in section 3 of P.L. 2021, c. 16, but not the delivery of 
cannabis items and related supplies by a delivery service.” 

 
3. The Borough Clerk is hereby directed to give notice at least ten (10) days prior to 

a hearing on the adoption of this Ordinance to the Middlesex County Planning Board and all 
other persons or entities entitled thereto pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-15, including to the Clerks 
of adjoining municipalities. The Borough Clerk shall execute Affidavits of Proof of Service of 
the notices required by this Section, and shall keep the Affidavits on file along with the Proof of 
Publication of the notice of the required public hearing on the proposed change. 
 

4. After introduction, the Borough Clerk is hereby directed to submit a copy of this 
Ordinance to the Planning Board of the Borough of Metuchen for its review in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40:55D-26 and N.J.S.A. 40:55D-64.  The Planning Board is directed to make and 
transmit to the Mayor and Council, within thirty-five (35) days after referral, a report including 
identification of any provisions in this proposed Ordinance which are inconsistent with the 
Borough’s Master Plan and recommendations concerning any inconsistencies and any other 
matters as the Board may deem appropriate. 

 
5. Any article, section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or other provision of the Code 

of the Borough of Metuchen inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance is hereby repealed 
to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 
6. If any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provision of this ordinance shall 

be adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply only 
to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provision so adjudged, and the remainder of this 
ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective. 

 
7. This Ordinance shall take immediately upon: (i) adoption; (ii) publication in 

accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey; and (iii) filing of the final form of adopted 
Ordinance by the Borough Clerk with the Middlesex County Planning Board pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 40:55D-16.  
 
Communications Consent Agenda – Items A - G  
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Council President Koskoski made a motion to move Communication Consent Agenda, Items A - 
G, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
 
A. Receive and Accept Arts Council Meeting Minutes from May 17, 2021 
B. Receive and Accept Environmental Commission Meeting Minutes from April 21 and  
 May 19, 2021 
C. Receive and Accept Library Board Meeting Minutes of May 11, 2021 
D. Receive and Accept Library Board Emergency Meeting Minutes from May 25, 2021 
E. Receive and Accept Zoning Board Meeting Minutes from April 8, 2021 
F. Receive and Accept Resignation of Leah Jiorle from the Traffic and Transportation 

Commission 
G. Receive and Accept Block Party/Street Closing for William Street on July 4,2021 
 
Additional Agenda Session Item 
 
Mayor Busch, not having been present during the Agenda Session, recommended pulling 
Resolution R2021-173, regarding the liquor license renewal for the Brownstone, from the New 
Business Consent Agenda to be considered separately, as a representative from the Brownstone 
was present to address Council regarding this matter. 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to remove Resolution 2021-173 from the Consent 
Agenda, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
 
Mayor Busch invited the owner of the Brownstone to address Council. 
 
Mike Anastasi, owner of the Brownstone, stated that he would like to renew his liquor license for 
2021-2022 and asked about the special conditions being imposed on his license. Borough 
Attorney Denis Murphy confirmed with the Clerk that Mr. Anastasi had received a copy of the 
resolution prior to the meeting, then Mr. Murphy read the special conditions. Mr. Anastasi asked 
why, as specified in Resolution 2021-173, his establishment was now being required to stop 
selling alcohol at 12:00 a.m. seven days a week. Mayor Busch, Mr. Murphy, and Council 
Members referenced multiple incidents in the past year that required Police and EMS response, 
including an incident where a customer had a gun, and several COVID violations. After much 
discussion, Mr. Anastasi agreed to comply with all special conditions outlined in Resolution 
2021-173. 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to approve R2021-173, second by Councilwoman 
Rasmussen. 
 
Mayor Busch asked for a roll call vote. 
 
 Roll Call:  Yeas: Delia, Hirsch, Kandel, Rasmussen, Rubin, and Koskoski 
    Nays:  None 
 
Resolution 2021-173 was passed, 6-0. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-173 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWAL FOR SK & SK INC. T/A 
BROWN STONE BAR AND GRILL WITH SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

 
 WHEREAS, on August 24, 2020, by way of Resolution No. 2020-176, the Borough of 
Metuchen approved with special conditions the application for renewal of a Plenary Retail 
Consumption License filed by SK and SK, Inc. (the Brownstone Bar and Grill), which expires on 
June 30, 2021; and  
 
 WHEREAS, SK and SK, Inc. (the Brownstone Bar and Grill) has filed an application for a 
Plenary Retail Consumption license renewal: and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proper application has been filed with New Jersey State Alcoholic 
Beverage Control, Tax Clearance Certificate issued and the municipal fees have been received; and 
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 WHEREAS, on or about, February 25, 2020 and March 2, 2021, Notices of Charges were 
filed against SK and SK, Inc. wherein the Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control allege various 
violations of the Alcohol Beverage Control Act, N.J.S.A. 33:1-1, et seq., and 
 
 WHEREAS, while at this stage, no formal written objections have been made to the 
Borough relating to the application for renewal of the liquor license, the Borough has received and 
reviewed various complaints throughout the course of the license year relating to the operation of 
the establishment and incidents occurring at the establishment; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen Police Department has conducted a review and 
investigation relating to the various complaints received and the operations of the establishment and 
has recommended the imposition of an additional special condition of a limitation upon the hours of 
operation and the sale of alcoholic beverages at the establishment to only until 12:00 a.m. for all 
seven days of the week, for the renewal of the Plenary Retail Consumption License held by SK and 
SK, Inc.; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen has determined it is in the best interest of the health 
safety and welfare of the Borough of Metuchen and the community to impose special conditions on 
the liquor license for the period of July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022 due to past repeated disturbances 
and nuisances. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen, that the following application for renewal of the Plenary Retail Consumption License for 
the period July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022 be and the same is hereby approved and granted to said 
applicant subject to compliance with the below Special Conditions. 
 
State License No. Licensee & Licensed Premises   Fee Paid 
 
 PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION 
   
1210-33-010-006     SK & SK Inc.    $2,200 
       T/A Brown Stone Bar and Grill        
       932 Middlesex Avenue 
 
Special Conditions: 
 

1. Unless the Council adopts a Resolution to permit a subsequent or permanent amendment 
to the License; the permission to use the outdoor area for service/consumption of alcohol 
shall expire on June 30, 2022. 
 

2. Any music live or recorded shall cease in the outdoor area at 10:00 p.m., seven days a 
week.  After 10:00 p.m., the Applicant shall keep the doors shut in order to ensure 
compliance with the Borough’s concerns related to the outdoor area’s use. 
 

3. The speakers utilized for live or recorded music for the outdoor area shall be re-
positioned to face highway 287. 

 
4. The hours of operation and the hours of sale of alcoholic beverages at SK and SK, 

Inc. (Brown Stone Bar and Grill) shall be limited to and shall not be permitted beyond 
12:00 A.M., seven days of the week.  

 
5. All of the prior conditions of approval for the use of the outdoor area shall be strictly 

complied with. 
 
New Business Consent Agenda – Resolutions 2021-171 to 2021-172 and 2021-174  
to 2021-185 
 
Council President Koskoski moved to approve New Business Consent Agenda Resolutions 
2021-171 to 2021-172 and 2021-174 to 2021-185, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all 
in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-171 
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ADOPTION OF THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN 

PERSONNEL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL DATED JUNE 2021 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough seeks to incorporate various existing Borough handbooks, 
policies, and procedures relating to personnel and employment issues into a single current 
Policies and Procedures Manual (“Manual”) which will serve as a governing document for 
personnel matters; and 

WHEREAS, the Manual has been reviewed by the Borough’s Labor Counsel in 
accordance with requirements of the Employment Practices Liability Program of the New Jersey 
Municipal Excess Liability Joint Insurance Fund. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Metuchen to approve the Manual, along with any necessary formatting changes necessary to 
finalize the Manual for distribution in accordance with the requirements of the Employment 
Practices Liability Program of the New Jersey Municipal Excess Liability Joint Insurance Fund.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the policies and procedures set forth in the Manual 

shall be effective immediately upon adoption of this Resolution, except as otherwise provided 
therein, and shall replace and supersede all preexisting handbooks, policies, and procedures 
addressing personnel issues previously in existence and/or utilized in the Borough; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the Manual will be distributed and made 
available to all current and future Borough employees in electronic form, and as requested, in 
hard copy form. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the Manual will be distributed and made 
available to all current and future volunteers, appointed officials, and independent contractors to 
the extent applicable to them in electronic and/or hard copy form.  To facilitate such distribution, 
the Business Administrator is authorized to compile and distribute applicable policies in an 
appropriate format for distribution to volunteers, appointed officials, and/or independent 
contractors consistent with the Manual. 

 
RESOLUTION 2021-172 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF LIQUOR LICENSES 

 
 WHEREAS, the following applicants for Plenary Retail Consumption, Plenary Retail 
Distribution, and Club Licenses have complied with the provisions of R.S. Title 33, Intoxicating 
Liquors, C.L., Alcoholic Beverage Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, these applicants will have been investigated by the Chief of Police, Fire 
Inspector, and Health Inspector prior to June 14, 2021; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proper application has been filed with New Jersey State Alcoholic 
Beverage Control, Tax Clearance Certificate issued, and municipal fees have been received; and 
 
 WHEREAS, no legally valid objections have been made as to why these applications 
should not be approved. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen, that pursuant to the statute in such case made and provided that the following Plenary 
Retail Consumption and Plenary Retail Distribution Licenses for the period July 1, 2021 to June 30, 
2022, be and the same are hereby granted to said applicants. 
 
State License No.  Licensee & Licensed Premises      Fee Paid 
 
    PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION 
 
1210-33-006-008  Whole Foods Market                $2,200 
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    645 Middlesex Avenue   
     
1210-33-012-011  CGC Café  
    dba Wood Stack Pizza & Kitchen   $2,200 
    259 Lake Avenue    

 
PLENARY RETAIL DISTRIBUTION 

 
1210-44-011-009  Abrol       $1,550 
    dba Wine Chateau 
    85 Central Avenue  
 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-174 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
CONTRACT TO COLLIERS ENGINEERING & DESIGN TO PERFORM 

GEOTECHNICAL EXPLORATION-STRUCTURAL SERVICES FOR THE 
FIREHOUSE RELOCATION PROJECT 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen is in need of professional Geotechnical 
Exploration-Structural services for the Firehouse Relocation Project; and  
 

WHEREAS, Maser Consulting, P.A., the Borough Engineer, submitted a proposal to the 
Borough to render Geotechnical Exploration-Structural services for the Firehouse Relocation 
Project for a cost not to exceed Five Thousand Three Hundred Fifty Dollars ($5,350.00)for 
subsurface exploration-structural, and a maximum allotment for cost of meetings and 
reimbursable at One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00); and  
 

WHEREAS, the proposal was reviewed and evaluated, and it is the recommendation of 
the Borough Administrator that a contract for Geotechnical Exploration-Structural services for 
the Firehouse Relocation Project be awarded to Colliers Engineering & Design of Red Bank, 
New Jersey consistent with the proposal submitted; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Metuchen have reviewed the proposal and 
have determined it is in the best interest of Metuchen to award a contract to Colliers Engineering 
& Design of Red Bank, New Jersey to render Geotechnical Exploration-Structural services for 
the Firehouse Relocation Project; and 
 

WHEREAS, the cost for the proposed supplemental exploration services shall not 
exceed Five Thousand Three Hundred Fifty Dollars ($5,350.00) without further approval by the 
Mayor and Borough Council with a maximum allotment for cost of meetings and reimbursable at 
One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00); and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract is awarded as a “non-fair and open contract” pursuant to and 
in accordance with the Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law; and  
  

WHEREAS, the maximum amount of the contract is for $6,850.00 and the Chief 
Financial Officer has certified that sufficient funds for such contract and is available and is 
designated from the 2020 Current Fund Budget – Administrative and Executive Professional 
Services #1-01-20-701-028, for these services. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen that it hereby awards a contract to Colliers Engineering & Design, 331 Newman 
Springs Road, Suite 203, Red Bank, NJ 07701 on the basis of the proposal submitted and 
approved herein, to provide professional Geotechnical Exploration-Structural services to the 
Borough of Metuchen for the Firehouse Relocation Project in an amount not to exceed Six 
Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty Dollars ($6,850.00) and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough officials and employees 
are hereby authorized to take all necessary actions in order to effectuate the terms and provisions 
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of this Resolution, including but not limited to the execution of an Agreement or Amendment in 
the form acceptable in contents by the Mayor and Council President; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the foregoing contract is awarded in accordance 

with the Local Public Contracts Law and as the result of a non-fair and open process and a 
notice of this action shall be printed once in The Home News Tribune. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-175 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION 
OF A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CONTRACT WITH H2M 

ARCHITECTS & ENGINEERS FOR THE ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN 
SERVICES CONCEPTUAL LAYOUTS FOR FIRE STATION SITE FOR 

A NEW STATION 
  

WHEREAS, there exists the need for professional consultant services to assist the 
Borough for the architectural design services and feasibility study of the existing fire station 
site; and  

 
WHEREAS, said services are of the nature of a professional service pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i), and, therefore, a contract for the services may be negotiated and 
awarded by the Borough without public advertising for bids and bidding therefore; and 

 
WHEREAS, said services are of the type contemplated by the New Jersey Local Unit 

Pay-To-Play Law (N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq.), and, therefore, a contract for the services 
may be awarded pursuant to a “fair and open” or “non-fair and open” process, both of which 
are defined in the law; and 

 
WHEREAS, the H2M Architects & Engineers submitted a proposal to perform the 

services which was reviewed and evaluated by Borough Administrator; and 
 
WHEREAS, the total cost for the proposed services is not to exceed Twelve 

Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty Dollars ($12,850.00) plus reimbursable expenses not to 
exceed $250.00 without further consideration and approval by the Borough Council; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Borough Administrator that a contract 

for professional consultant services be awarded to H2M Architects & Engineers of 
Parsippany, NJ; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is the desire of Borough Council to award H2M Architects & 

Engineers of Parsippany, NJ a professional services contract for the architectural design 
services and feasibility study of the existing fire station site for a new station; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer's Certification of Funds has certified that 

there are sufficient funds for such contract and is available and is designated from Current 
Fund Temporary Budget – Administrative and Executive – Professional Services 1-01-20-
701-028 for these services; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough 

of Metuchen as follows: 

1. The Borough Council hereby awards a professional service contract to H2M 
Architects & Engineers of 119 Cherry Hill Road, Suite 110, Parsippany, NJ 
07054, a professional services contract for the architectural design services and 
feasibility study of the existing fire station site for a new station; and 
 

2. The Mayor is authorized to execute and the Borough Clerk to attest an agreement 
between the Borough of Metuchen and H2M Architects & Engineers of 119 
Cherry Hill Road, Suite 110, Parsippany, NJ 07054, a professional services 
contract for the architectural design services and feasibility study of the existing 
fire station site for a new station consistent with the proposal submitted and 
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acceptable in form to the Borough Administrator and Mayor in a total amount not 
to exceed Twelve Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty Dollars ($12,850.00) plus 
reimbursable expenses not to exceed $250.00. 

 
3. The foregoing contract is awarded in accordance with the Local Public Contracts 

Law and as the result of a required disclosure (non-fair and open) process. 
 

4. A notice of this action shall be printed once in The Home News Tribune. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-176 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION 
AND EXECUTE A GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT 

OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE WOODSIDE AVE, ROSE ST, LOWELL AVE 
IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Council of Borough of Metuchen 

formally approves the grant application for the above stated project. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk and Colliers Engineering & 
Design are hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant application identified as MA-2022-
Woodside Ave, Rose St, Lowell Ave Im-00384 to the New Jersey Department of Transportation 
on behalf of Borough of Metuchen. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the 
grant agreement on behalf of Borough of Metuchen and that their signature constitutes 
acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the 
grant agreement. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-177 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION 
AND EXECUTE A GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT 

OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE METUCHEN STATION BIKE SAFETY 
IMPROVEMENTS 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen wishes to apply for and obtain funding through 
the New Jersey Department of Transportation’s FY2022 Transit Village Grant Program for the 
completion of the Metuchen Station Bike Safety Improvements. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Metuchen are hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant application identified as TV-
2022-Metuchen Station Bike Safety Imporve-00017 to the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Metuchen. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign 
the grant agreement on behalf of the Borough of Metuchen and that their signatures constitute 
acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approve the execution of the 
grant agreement.   
 

RESOLUTION 2021-178 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SUBMISSION OF A 2022 NEW JERSEY 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION – BIKEWAYS GRANT APPLICATION AND 
EXECUTION OF A GRANT AGREEMENT FOR THE HILLSIDE AVENUE BIKEWAY 

PROJECT  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen wishes to apply for and obtain funding through 
the New Jersey Department of Transportation – Bikeways grant program for the completion of 
the Hillside Avenue Bikeway Project; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen has developed a proposal for a pedestrian 
bikeway that will comprehensively run throughout the municipality; and, 
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen believes that the proposed project will greatly 
benefit the residents the municipality by providing an alternative transportation venue that will 
increase access to and from various recreational, governmental, educational and economic 
centers within the municipality; and, 

WHEREAS, the application being submitted by the Borough of Metuchen titled BIKE-
2022-Hillside Avenue Bikeway Project-00044 has been reviewed and is fully endorsed by the 
Borough of Metuchen. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Metuchen do hereby authorize the submission of such a grant application. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the receipt of an award the Borough of 
Metuchen is hereby authorized to manage the execution of any such grant agreement and the 
expenditure of funds pursuant to the terms of the agreement. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the receipt of a grant award the Mayor and 
Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement and that their signatures constitute 
acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement.   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen do hereby endorse the aforesaid. 

RESOLUTION 2021-179 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION 
AND EXECUTE A GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT 

OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE BOROUGH PEARL STREET AND NEW STREET 
SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
formally approves the grant application for the above stated project. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Council and Clerk are hereby 
authorized to submit an electronic grant application identified as SST-2022-Pearl Street and New 
Street Safety -00039 to the New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough 
of Metuchen. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Council and Clerk are hereby 
authorized to sign the grant agreement on behalf of the Borough of Metuchen and that their 
signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves 
the execution of the grant agreement. 

 
RESOLUTION 2021-180 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TAX ASSESSOR AND TAX APPEAL 

ATTORNEY TO FILE COUNTER CLAIMS AND/OR DIRECT CLAIMS AND 
PEITITIONS OF APPEAL ON CLASS 4 PROPERTIES 

 
 WHEREAS, it is anticipated that certain taxpayers of the Borough of Metuchen will file 
tax appeals disputing their assessed valuation for the year 2021; and  
 
 WHEREAS, The Tax Assessor is of the opinion that certain properties, in some cases, 
are under assessed and that the assessed value of said properties should be increased and not 
decreased; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the law permits a Municipality to counterclaim against the property owner 
to seek an increase in the assessed value and also to file direct appeals (Petitions and Complaints) 
with the County Board of Taxation and/or the Tax Court of New Jersey to seek and increase in 
the assessed value. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Metuchen that the Tax Assessor, Anand Verma and the Tax Appeal Attorney of the Borough 
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of Metuchen, Robert Renaud, Esq., are authorized and directed to take whatever steps necessary 
and appropriate to filed counterclaims and/or direct claims and petitions with respect to Class 1 
(Vacant Land) and Class 4 (industrial, commercial and multi-family residential) properties 
seeking to raise the assessed value of said properties to the value which the Tax Assessor deems 
to more properly reflect the value of said property for the tax year 2021. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Resolution Number 2021-83 is hereby superseded 
by this resolution, effective upon the adoption of this resolution. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and 
directed to provide a copy of this resolution to the Borough Tax Assessor and Tax Appeal 
Attorney. 
 

RESOLUTION  2021-181 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PURCHASE FROM SOMERSET COUNTY 
COOPERATIVE PRICING UNLEDED GASOLINE, 87 OCTANE  

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need to purchase diesel fuel for the Borough of 
Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this can be purchased through the Somerset County Cooperative 
Unleaded Gasoline, 87 Octane, Open-ended Contract #CC-0045-20, Co-operative Pricing 
Bid #2-SOCCP pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11 (5); and 
 
 WHEREAS, Somerset County Cooperative awarded the second year of a two-year 
contract #CC-0045—20 awarded on May 25, 2021; and  
 
 WHEREAS, this authorization of award ends on May 25, 2022; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the maximum amount of the purchase of Unleaded Gasoline, 87 
Octane fuel for the Borough of Metuchen is $ 50,000.00 and is certified from the 2021 
Temporary Budget and 2021 Adopted Budget, designated from Diesel and Gasoline Fuel 
Account Number 1-21-31-821-074; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the vendor chosen for award for purchase of Unleaded Gasoline, 87 
Octane Fuel is National Fuel Oil, Inc. for the period of May 25, 2021, through December 31, 
2021; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Somerset, New Jersey shall be responsible for 
complying with the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et 
seq.) and all other provisions of the revised statutes. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the 
Borough of Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex as follows: 
 

1. The Chief Financial Officer and Borough Administrator are hereby 
authorized and directed to approve and forward a Purchase Order to National 
Fuel Oil Inc., 175 Orange Street, Newark, NJ 07103, in an amount not to 
exceed $ 50,000.00. 

 
RESOLUTION 2021-182 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE REFUND OF RECREATION TRUST PROGRAM 

FEES DUE TO CANCELLATION OF PROGRAM AND ERRONEOUS 
REGISTRATIONS 

 
WHEREAS, the fees collected for attendance at the Borough of Metuchen Recreation 

Commission NASA Outer Space Full Day have been collected in 2021, and;  
 

WHEREAS, the event know as NASA Outer Space Full Day was cancelled for 2021, 
and; 
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WHEREAS, two erroneous registrations for attendance at the Borough of Metuchen 

Recreation Commission programs were processed with registrants requesting refunds for 
programs registrations that they did not intend to make, and; 
 

WHEREAS, the fees collected are requested to be refunded, as detailed in the below 
schedule.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Finance Officer be 

authorized to process refunds be in the amount of $1,360.00 as described, from the Recreation 
Trust account. 
 

Audrey Sheely 260.00 Program canceled 
Darryl Richardson 260.00 Program canceled 
Jozef Skvarcek 260.00 Program canceled 
Jane Nielson 260.00 Program canceled 
Leonardo Tamburello 205.00 Erroneous registration 
Mei Lei 115.00 Erroneous registration 

 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-183 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF SIDEWALK INSPECTION FEE FOR  
68 CENTER STREET  #21-012 SI 

 
WHEREAS, AD Signature Homes LLC, 2 Technology Drive, Warren, NJ  07059, made 

payment in the amount of $500.00 for full Sidewalk Inspection Fee replacement at 68 Center 
Street, Metuchen, NJ 08840; and   
 
 WHEREAS, only a partial replacement of sidewalk is required, and the Planning Office 
advises it is in order to release the Sidewalk Inspection Fee previously deposited. 
  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen, that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and directed to refund the 
inspection fee in the amount of $500.00 to: AD Signature Homes LLC, 2 Technology Drive, 
Warren, NJ  07059. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-184 
 

RESOLUTION TO REFUND ESCROW BALANCES 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Board Office has requested that the following escrow accounts 
be closed and the balance be refunded to the depositors, 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Board Office has contacted the Board Engineer, Planner and 
Attorney for authorization to release the funds and determine the projects are closed, 

 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Board Office has provided a list to the Chief Finance Officer 
with a sign-off from the Board Professionals, that the following escrow projects are complete and 
can be closed, and that no further billing from the professionals for these projects will be paid. 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen for the Chief 
Financial Officer/Tax Collector is instructed to refund, in the amount indicated, the following 
escrow balances to the depositors, as the project has been determined to be closed: 
 
 

ESCROW 
ACCOUNT 

AMOUNT DEPOSITOR 

 
03-624 E 

20.30 660 Middlesex Ave Assoc. 
660 Middlesex Avenue 
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14-1038 E 

758.75 Hary Disano Homes 
192 Amboy Avenue 

 
15-1087 I 

227.50 Hary Disano Homes 
19 Beverly Court 

 
15-1071 E 

97.00 Hary Disano Homes 
6 Myrtle Avenue 

 
17-11401 I 

500.00 Saraceni Construction 
45 Pearl Street 

 
18-1170 E 

840.00 304 Main Street LLC 
304 Main Street 

 
19-1227 E 

112.00 Mignolo A NJ Nonprofit 
272 Lake Avenue 

 
19-1243 I 

500.00 Park Realty Investments 
164 Amboy Avenue 

 
19-1244 I 

500.00 Blue Horseshoe Bldg. 
39 East Walnut Street 

 
20-1249 E 

670.00 Tobi Santagado 
272 Lake Avenue 

 
RESOLUTION 2021-185 

 
RESOLUTION TO REFUND ESCROW BALANCE – NEVES ARCHITECTURE 

 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Board Office has requested that the following escrow account to 
be closed and the balance refunded to the depositor, 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Board Office has contacted the Board Engineer, Planner and 
Attorney for authorization to release the funds and determine the project is closed, 

 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Board Office has provided a list to the Chief Finance Officer 
with a sign-off from the Board Professionals, that the following escrow project is complete and can 
be closed, and that no further billing from the professionals for this project will be paid. 
 
 WHEREAS, the payment for release for project 17-1140 I will include interest in addition 
to the amounts shown in the chart below, 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen for the Chief 
Financial Officer/Tax Collector is instructed to refund, in the amount indicated, the following 
escrow balance to the depositor, as the project has been determined to be closed: 
 
 

ESCROW 
ACCOUNT 

AMOUNT DEPOSITOR 

 
17-1140 I 

1,000.00 Neves Architecture & Design 
45 Pearl Street 

 
 
Other New Business 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-186, authorizing the 
payment of the Bill List in the amount of $4,081,027.56, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, 
with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-186 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF THE BILL LIST  
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 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen that the proper 
warrants be drawn and all bills be paid totaling $4,081,027.56. 
 
Reports of Councilmembers 
 
Mayor Busch opened Reports of Councilmembers. 
 
Councilwoman Rasmussen 

- The Environmental Commission had a discussion regarding the algae problem at 
Tommy’s Pond.  Suggested ideas included educating nearby residents about not using 
lawn chemicals, picking up after their dogs, and stopping leaking fluids from cars. 
They also discussed reducing erosion into the pond with strategic plantings including 
ground cover. 

- The Shade Tree Commission has complied a list for fall planting. 
 
Council President Koskoski 

- Thank you for passing the Resolution regarding the Personnel Policies and 
Procedures Manual. This took a lot of work and dedication from many including Jay 
Muldoon, Becky Cuthbert, and Melissa Perilstein. 

 
Councilwoman Rubin 

- No report. 
 
Councilman Kandel 

- No report. 
 
Councilman Hirsch 

- No report. 
 
Councilman Delia 

- Thank you for appointing two new members of the Traffic and Transportation 
Committee tonight, we look forward to having them on the Committee. 

 
Reports of Officers 
 
Melissa Perilstein, Borough Administrator  

- No report. 
 
Denis Murphy, Borough Attorney  

- No report. 
 
Appointments 
 
Mayor Busch recommended the appointment of Linda Levine to the Traffic and Transportation  
Committee for the term ending December 31, 2023. Council President Koskoski made a motion to 
accept the appointment, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried 
6-0. 
 
Mayor Busch recommended the appointment Amanda Stevens to the Traffic and Transportation 
Committee for the term ending December 31, 2022. Council President Koskoski made a motion to 
accept the appointment, second by Councilman Delia, with all in favor, motion carried 6-0. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to adjourn the meeting, second by Councilwoman 
Rasmussen, with all in favor the meeting was adjourned at 10:32 p.m., 6-0. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Deborah Zupan 



Borough Council Meeting 
June 28, 2021 
 

18 
 

Acting Borough Clerk 
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