
 
 

BOROUGH OF METUCHEN COUNCIL MINUTES 
July 12, 2021 

7:30 PM  
 
The Regular Meeting of the Borough Council was held in the Council Chambers of Borough 
Hall on Monday, July 12, 2021.   
 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Busch. 
 
Adequate Notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meeting 
Act, pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 231.  Said notice was sent to the Home News Tribune 
and Star Ledger on April 22, 2021, Posted in Borough Hall and on file in the Clerk’s Office.  All 
requirements of the “Open Public Meetings Act” have been satisfied.  
 
Mayor Busch asked for a moment of silence in honor of former Borough Administrator William 
Boerth, who passed away recently. Mr. Boerth served the Borough for twenty-four years. 
 
Mayor Busch asked all to rise for the flag salute. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Mayor Busch asked for a roll call. 
 
Present were Councilmembers Delia, Hirsch, Kandel, Rasmussen, Rubin, Council President 
Koskoski, and Mayor Busch. Also present were Melissa Perilstein, Borough Administrator, 
Denis Murphy, Borough Attorney, and Deborah Zupan, Acting Borough Clerk.  
 
Agenda Session 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to open the Agenda Session, second by 
Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
 
With no actions taken, Council President Koskoski made a motion to close the Agenda Session, 
second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
 
Presentation 
 
Representatives from Elizabethtown Gas were present to talk about the Middlesex Avenue and 
Main Street pipeline replacement project. They described the timing, process, and benefits of 
replacing steel lines with plastic lines. The work to be done on New Street will happen later in 
the year so as not to disturb businesses currently set up for outdoor dining.  Weekly updates will 
be provided for the Borough to post on the website, so the administration and public can be 
aware of the work being done.  Elizabethtown Gas has a hotline and email address which 
residents can use to reach out and receive a timely response. Notifications will be sent out to 
those impacted by the work two or three weeks in advance. 
 
Mayor Busch asked if Elizabethtown Gas was coordination with our Police to minimize 
disruption in traffic as school begins in early September. It was confirmed that they are 
coordination with the Police and with Middlesex Water. 
 
Councilwoman Rasmussen asked for clarification on when part of Center Street would be paved. 
 
Borough Administrator Melissa Perilstein stated that the Borough had been coordinating with the 
utilities so that roads were not paved until all work was completed. Particulars about which roads 
would be paved when were discussed. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Mayor Busch opened Public Comment to any members of the public wishing to speak.  
 
Urath Nair, 32 Edith Avenue, spoke on behalf of around thirty families, many present, on and 
near Edith Avenue. The area residents received a letter regarding proposed development in the 
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area. Mr. Nair said their biggest concerns were the impact on the environment, the spring in the 
area, and the increase in noise level that development would bring. Mayor Busch responded that 
it was important not to prejudge the situation. Additionally, many relevant applications regarding 
this proposed project were going through Edison Township. The Mayor stressed that this project 
was in the early stages of discussion and that he would be watching the situation. Borough 
Attorney Denis Murphy added that there was not a pending development application for the area. 
 
Ms. Zupan confirmed that no public comment emails had been sent to 
publicmtgcomment@metuchen.com, except for one sent earlier by Mr. Nair, who addressed the 
Mayor and Council in person. 
 
Seeing no one else wishing to speak, Mayor Busch closed the Public Comment. 
 
2021 Budget - Introduction 
 
Borough Administrator Melissa Perilstein and Chief Financial Officer Becky Cuthbert presented 
the 2021 Municipal Budget and answered questions from Councilmembers. Full details of the 
Budget can be viewed at www.metuchennj.org. The Budget Public Hearing will be held on 
August 23, 2021. 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to introduce the Municipal Budget for the Borough 
of Metuchen, County of Middlesex, for the Calendar Year 2021 and taken up on first reading, 
second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0.  
 
Council President Koskoski asked that the title of the Budget be read. 
 
Ms. Zupan read the title of the Budget. 
 
Council President Koskoski moved that the Municipal Budget for the Borough of Metuchen, 
County of Middlesex, for the Calendar Year 2021 be passed on first reading, be published 
according to law, and a public hearing be set down for Monday, August 23, 2021, second by 
Councilwoman Rasmussen.  
 
Roll Call: Yeas:  Delia, Hirsch, Kandel, Rasmussen, Rubin, Koskoski    
  Nays:  None 
 
The Municipal Budget for the Borough of Metuchen, County of Middlesex, for the Calendar 
Year 2021 was passed on first reading, 6-0, and will be published according to law. 
 
Ordinance - Introduction 
 
Ordinance 2021-11 Bond Ordinance Appropriating $3,228,000 and 

authorizing $2,628,375 Bonds or Notes of the 
Borough for Various Improvements and Purposes 
Authorized to be Undertaken by the Borough of 
Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex, New Jersey 

 
Council President Koskoski made a motion that Ordinance 2021-11 be introduced and be taken 
up on first reading, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
 
Council President Koskoski asked that the Ordinance be read by title only. 
 
Ms. Zupan read Ordinance 2021-11 by title only. 
 
Council President Koskoski moved that Ordinance 2021-11 be passed on first reading, be 
published according to law, and a public hearing be set down for Monday, August 23, 2021, 
second by Councilwoman Rasmussen.  
 
Roll Call: Yeas:  Delia, Hirsch, Kandel, Rasmussen, Rubin, Koskoski    
  Nays:  None 
 
Ordinance 2021-11 was passed on first reading, 6-0, and will be published according to law. 
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BOND ORDINANCE 2021-11 

 
 BOND ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $3,228,000 AND AUTHORIZING 

$2,628,375 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH FOR VARIOUS 
IMPROVEMENTS AND PURPOSES AUTHORIZED TO BE 
UNDERTAKEN BY THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN, IN THE COUNTY 
OF MIDDLESEX, NEW JERSEY 

 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN, IN THE COUNTY OF 
MIDDLESEX, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all the members thereof affirmatively 
concurring), AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 Section 1.  The improvements described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance are hereby 
respectively authorized as general improvements to be made or acquired by the Borough of 
Metuchen, New Jersey (the “Borough”).  For the said improvements or purposes stated in said 
Section 3, there is hereby appropriated the sum of $3,228,000, said sum being inclusive of all 
appropriations heretofore made therefor and including (i) the sum of $161,400 as the down payment 
for said improvements or purposes required by law and more particularly described in said Section 
3 and now available therefor by virtue of provision in a previously adopted budget or budgets of the 
Borough for down payment or for capital improvement purposes and (ii) grants from the New 
Jersey Department of Transportation totaling the amount of $438,225 (the “Grant”). 
 
 Section 2.  For the financing of said improvements or purposes and to meet the part of said 
$3,228,000 appropriation not provided for by application hereunder of said down payment and the 
Grant, negotiable bonds of the Borough are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount 
of $2,628,375 pursuant to the Local Bond Law of New Jersey, constituting Chapter 2 of Title 40A 
of the New Jersey Statutes (the “Local Bond Law”).  In anticipation of the issuance of said bonds 
and to temporarily finance said improvements or purposes, negotiable notes of the Borough in a 
principal amount not exceeding $2,628,375 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to and 
within the limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 
 
 Section 3.  (a) The improvements hereby authorized and the purposes for the financing of 
which said obligations are to be issued are:  (i) the acquisition of  a garbage truck, tractor and street 
sign sleeves; (ii) park and recreation improvements to fields and signage; (iii) upgrade, relocation 
and expansion of 911 and dispatch systems; (iv) computer, technology and media equipment; (v) 
acquisition of police vehicle; (vi) acquisition of body cameras and related equipment; (vii) 
acquisition of vehicle for fire department; (viii) firehouse repairs and renovations to bathrooms and 
acquisition and installation of washer and dryer; and (ix) overlay, drainage improvement and 
reconstruction of Graham Avenue, Franklyn Place, William Street, Center Street, and Grove 
Avenue and curb/sidewalk repair, including all work and materials necessary for or incidental to 
each of the foregoing purposes and improvements. 
 (b) The estimated maximum amount of bonds or notes to be issued for said purposes is 
$2,628,375. 
 (c) The estimated cost of said purposes is $3,228,000 which represents the initial 
appropriation made by the Borough.  The excess of the appropriation of $3,228,000 over the 
estimated maximum amount of bonds or notes to be issued therefor is the amount of the Grant and 
the down payment for said purposes. 
 
 Section 4.  The following matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated: 
 (a) The said purposes described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance are not current 
expenses and are a property or improvement which the Borough may lawfully acquire or make as a 
general improvement, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially assessed on 
property specially benefited thereby. 
 (b) The average period of usefulness of said purposes, within the limitations of the 
Local Bond Law and taking into consideration the respective amounts of said obligations authorized 
for the purposes, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the bonds 
authorized by this bond ordinance, is 12.46 years. 
 (c) The supplemental debt statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly 
made and filed in the office of the Borough Clerk and a complete copy thereof has been 
electronically filed in the office of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services in the 
Department of Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey, and such statement shows that the 
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gross debt of the Borough as defined in the Local Bond Law is increased by the authorization of the 
bonds and notes provided for in this bond ordinance by $2,628,375, and the said obligations 
authorized by this bond ordinance will be within all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond 
Law. 
 (d) Amounts not exceeding $241,975 in the aggregate for interest on said obligations, 
costs of issuing said obligations, engineering costs and other items of expense listed in and 
permitted under Section 40A:2-20 of the Local Bond Law are included as part of the estimated costs 
of said improvements. 
 
 Section 5.  Any funds from time to time received by the Borough as grants in aid of 
financing the improvements or purposes described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance, including 
without limitation the Grant, shall be used for financing said improvements or purposes by 
application thereof either to direct payment of the costs of said improvements or purposes, or to 
payment or reduction of the authorization of the obligations of the Borough authorized therefor by 
this bond ordinance.  Any such funds so received may, and all such funds so received which are not 
required for direct payment of the costs of said improvements or purposes shall, be held and applied 
by the Borough as funds applicable only to the payment of obligations of the Borough authorized by 
this bond ordinance. 
  
 Section 6.  The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual 
payment of the principal of and interest on the obligations authorized by this bond ordinance.  Said 
obligations shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Borough, and the Borough shall be obligated 
to levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the jurisdiction of the Borough for the 
payment of said obligations and interest thereon without limitation as to rate or amount. 
 
 Section 6.  The capital budget of the Borough is hereby amended to conform with the 
provisions of this bond ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith and the resolutions 
promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing all detail of the amended capital budget and 
capital program as approved by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, are on 
file with the Borough Clerk and are available for public inspection. 
 
 Section 7.  The Borough intends to issue bonds or notes to finance the cost of the 
improvements described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance.  The Borough expects that the 
maximum principal amount of bonds or notes that will be issued to finance the cost of the 
improvements described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance is $2,628,375.  If the Borough incurs 
any such costs prior to the issuance of its bonds or notes, the Borough intends to reimburse itself for 
such expenditures with the proceeds of such bonds or notes. 
 
 Section 8.  This bond ordinance shall take effect twenty (20) days after the first publication 
thereof after final adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law. 
 
 
Ordinance 2021-12 Calendar Year 2021 Ordinance to Exceed the 

Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and to 
Establish a Cap Bank (N.J.S.A. 40a: 4-45.14) 

 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion that Ordinance 2021-12 be introduced and be taken 
up on first reading, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
 
Council President Koskoski asked that the Ordinance be read by title only. 
 
Ms. Zupan read Ordinance 2021-12 by title only. 
 
Council President Koskoski moved that Ordinance 2021-12 be passed on first reading, be 
published according to law, and a public hearing be set down for Monday, August 23, 2021, 
second by Councilwoman Rasmussen.  
 
Roll Call: Yeas:  Delia, Hirsch, Kandel, Rasmussen, Rubin, Koskoski    
  Nays:  None 
 
Ordinance 2021-12 was passed on first reading, 6-0, and will be published according to law. 
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ORDINANCE 2021-12 
 

CALENDAR YEAR 2021 
ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS  

AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 
 (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14) 

 
WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S. 40A: 4-45.1 et seq., provides that in the 

preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget up to 1% unless 
authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, subject to certain 
exceptions; and, 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by 
ordinance, appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% 
percentage rate as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and,  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen in the County of Middlesex finds it 
advisable and necessary to increase its CY 2021 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year’s final 
appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and, 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council hereby determines that a 2.5% increase in the budget for said 
year, amounting to $ 141,736.41 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted by the 
Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and, 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council hereby determines that any amount authorized hereinabove that 
is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either 
of the next two succeeding years. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor & Council of the Borough of Metuchen, in 
the County of Middlesex, a majority of the full authorized membership of this governing body affirmatively 
concurring, that, in the CY 2021 budget year, the final appropriations of the Borough of Metuchen shall, in 
accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14, be increased by 2.5 %, amounting to $ 372,972.33, 
and that the CY 2021 municipal budget for the Borough of Metuchen be approved and adopted in accordance 
with this ordinance; and,  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not 
appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the 
next two succeeding years; and, 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed with 
the Director of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; and,  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the 
recorded vote included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such adoption. 

Communication Consent Agenda – Items A - D 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to approve Communication Consent Agenda, Items 
A - D, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
 

A. Receive and Accept Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes from April 21, 2021 
B. Receive and Accept Zoning Board of Adjustment Meeting Minutes from June 10, 2021 
C. Receive and Accept Resignation of Scott Brooks from the Recreation Commission 
D. Receive and Accept Resignation of Lynne Mueller from the Parade Committee  

 
 
Reports of Councilmembers 
 
Mayor Busch opened Reports of Councilmembers. 
 
Council President Koskoski 

- The Library Summer Reading Program is open and available to all ages. Visit the 
Library website for details.  There will be a Magic Show featuring Mike the Magician 
on July 15 at 1:00 p.m. The Library will be starting to offer services such as printing, 
computers, fax, and notary public again. Masks will be required to enter the building. 
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Councilwoman Rubin 

- The Accessibility Committee is having a Zoom event on July 28 at 8:00 p.m. 
featuring a community conversation about inclusive and accessible recreation. 

 
Councilwoman Rasmussen 

- The Environmental Commission will be meeting in person on July 21. 
 
Councilman Kandel 

- Thank you in advance to Council for considering and possibly passing Resolution 
2021-193 authorizing the award and contract for historic preservation services to 
Barton Ross and Partners, LLC. This contract will help us begin to draft an 
appropriate historic preservation ordinance, designed to protect and preserve 
Metuchen’s rich architecturally and culturally significant historic structures. 

 
Councilman Hirsch 

- No report. 
 
Councilman Delia 

- The Center Street and Talmadge Avenue area has been mostly repaved, and 
crosswalks repainted. 

- The New Jersey Safe Passing Law was passed by the Senate and Assembly and now 
awaits the Governor’s approval. There will be an event at Borough Hall on July 29 to 
celebrate the law passing the Senate and Assembly. July 29 would have been Oscar 
Zanoni’s birthday 

 
Reports of Officers 
 
Melissa Perilstein, Borough Administrator  

- No report. 
 
Denis Murphy, Borough Attorney  

- No report. 
 
New Business Consent Agenda – Resolutions 2021-187 to 2021-195 
 
Council President Koskoski moved to approve New Business Consent Agenda Resolutions 
2021-187 to 2021-195, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 
6-0. 

RESOLUTION 2021-187 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TEMPORARY APPOINTMENT OF 
ACTING ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR 

 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
that Paul Gadomski (License #011816) is hereby appointed as the Acting Electrical Inspector for 
the Borough of Metuchen, effective July 19, 2021, until September 17, 2021, due to an injury the 
Borough’s Electrical Inspector, John Arendt (License #005989); and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall transmit a certified copy 
of this resolution to the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-188 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TEMPORARY APPOINTMENT OF 
ACTING ELECTRICAL SUBCODE OFFICIAL 

 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
that Anthony Neibert (License #002330) is hereby appointed as the Acting Electrical Subcode 
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Official for the Borough of Metuchen, effective July 19, 2021, until September 17, 2021, due to 
an injury the Borough’s Electrical Subcode Official, John Arendt (License #005989); and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall transmit a certified copy 
of this resolution to the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-189 
 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COORDINATOR 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen that Mary Beth 
Mulligan be appointed as Municipal Alliance Coordinator with a term starting June 22, 2021 to 
expire on December 31, 2021. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-190 
 

RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE 2021 TEMPORARY BUDGET 
 

           WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-19 of the Local Budget Act provides that temporary 
appropriations shall be made for the purposes and amounts required in the manner and time 
therein provided. 
 
           NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the following additional temporary 
emergency appropriations shall be made for the year 2021, effective July 12, 2021: 
  

Collection of Taxes OE 2,000.00 
Planning OE 500.00 
Group Insurance  200,000.00 
Police OE 10,000.00 
Streets & Roads OE 20,000.00 
Solid Waste Collection  15,000.00 
Buildings & Grounds OE 5,000.00 
Recreation OE 1,000.00 
Celebration of Public Events OE 1,000.00 
Capital Improvement Fund  125,000.00 
Municipal Defined Contribution Plan  2,000.00 
Sewers OE 8,000.00 
Municipal Court OE 3,000.00 
Social Security  40,000.00 
 TOTAL 432,500.00 
   
Pool S&W 50,000.00 

 
 

RESOLUTION  2021-191 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PURCHASE FROM SOMERSET COUNTY 
COOPERATIVE TREE TRIMMING AND REMOVAL  

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need for tree removal and trimming services for the 
Borough of Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this can be purchased through the Somerset County Cooperative Tree 
removal and Trimming, Open-ended Contract #CC-0081-21, Co-operative Pricing Bid #2-
SOCCP pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11 (5); and 
 
 WHEREAS, Somerset County Cooperative awarded the first year of a two-year 
contract #CC-0081—21 awarded on March 23, 2021; and  
 
 WHEREAS, this authorization of award ends on March 22, 2022; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the maximum amount of award for tree trimming and removal of 
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Borough trees for the Borough of Metuchen is $ 100,000.00 and is certified from the 2021 
Temporary Budget and 2021 Adopted Budget, designated from a grant from the New Jersey 
Department of Community Affairs G-02-41-788-310; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the vendor chosen for award for tree removal and trimming services is 
Rich Tree Service, Inc. for the period of March 23, 2021, through December 31, 2021; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Somerset, New Jersey shall be responsible for 
complying with the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et 
seq.) and all other provisions of the revised statutes. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the 
Borough of Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex as follows: 
 

1. The Chief Financial Officer and Borough Administrator are hereby 
authorized and directed to approve and forward a Purchase Order to Rich 
tree Service, Inc. 325 Bergen Street, South Plainfield, NJ 07080, in an 
amount not to exceed $ 100,000.00. 

 
RESOLUTION 2021-192 

 
RESOLUTION REFUNDING SIDEWALK ESCROW FEE #20-029 S  

22 WINDY HILL ROAD 
 

WHEREAS, Escrow Sidewalk Fee in accordance with the Borough of Metuchen 
Ordinance, $208.00 was posted by Fatema Husain for Sidewalk Security Deposit at 22 Windy 
Hill Road; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of Public Works advises that said work has been completed in a 
manner satisfactory to his department; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of Public Works advises it is in order to release the Escrow 
Sidewalk Fee previously deposited. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Metuchen that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to release said funds in the amount 
of $208.00 to: Fatema Husain, 22 Windy Hill Road, Metuchen, NJ  08840, as recommended by 
the Director of Public Works. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-193 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD AND EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT 
FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROFESSIONAL SERVCES TO BARTON ROSS & 

PARTNERS LLC 
  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen has determined that it is necessary to retain the 
services of a Historic Preservation Consultant for the Borough of Metuchen; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1 et seq., provides for 
the utilization of a process called competitive contracting in lieu of public bidding for 
procurement of specific goods and or services, such as historic preservation services; and  

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A.11-4-3(a), by way of Resolution No. 2021-86, the 

Borough Council authorized the use of competitive contracting for the procurement of Services 
for Development of a Historic Preservation Ordinance for the Borough of Metuchen; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen prepared, issued, and publicly advertised a 

Notice of a Request for Proposals for the provision of Historic Preservation Professional 
Services for the Borough of Metuchen; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough received four (4) proposals to provide Historic Preservation 

Professional Services to Metuchen; and 
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WHEREAS, Metuchen through a Committee comprised of the Borough Administrator, 

one Councilperson, one member of the Historic Preservation Committee and the Acting QPA 
evaluated the proposals submitted based upon the criteria set forth in the RFP and have 
determined and recommended the award of contract to Barton Ross & Partners LLC  for the 
provision of  Historic Preservation Professional Services in the total amount not to exceed the 
Grant and Borough matching funds totaling twenty thousand dollars ($20,000.00 for Historic 
Preservation Professional Services; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen have determined that it to 

be in the best interest of Metuchen to authorize the award of contract for Historic Preservation 
Professional Services to Barton Ross & Partners LLC; and 

 
WHEREAS, the maximum amount for Historic Preservation Professional Services 

for the Borough of Metuchen is $ 20,000 and that the Chief Financial Officer certifies that 
there are sufficient funds for such award and is available and is designate from Preserve New 
Jersey Historic Preservation Grant and Borough match G-02-41-761-310; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of 

Metuchen that it hereby authorizes the award of contract for Historic Preservation Professional 
Services to Barton Ross & Partners LLC for a total amount not to exceed twenty thousand 
dollars ($ 20,000); and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Metuchen that the 

Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute an agreement, with 
Barton Ross & Partners LLC, 184 S Livingston Avenue, Suite 9-140, Livingston, NJ 07039 
consistent with the terms of the within Resolution, the RFP and the proposal submitted to the 
Borough; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator, and other officials and 

employees are hereby authorized to take all necessary actions in order to effectuate the terms and 
provisions of this Resolution and the award and implementation of the contract awarded herein; 
and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the within contract was awarded pursuant to a 

“Fair and Open Process” pursuant to New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law (N.J.S.A. 19:44A-
20.4, et. seq.), and that notice of this award shall be published in the Home News Tribune. 
 

RESOLUTION  2021-194 
 

SELF-EXAMINATION OF BUDGET RESOLUTION 
[as required by DCA] 

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-78b has authorized the Local Finance Board to adopt rules 
that permit municipalities in sound fiscal condition to assume the responsibility, normally 
granted to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, of conducting the annual 
budget examination; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:30-7 was adopted by the Local Finance Board on February 11, 
1997; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.2 through 7.5, the Borough of Metuchen has 
been declared eligible to participate in the program by the Division of Local government 
Services, and the Chief Financial officer has determined that the local government meets the 
necessary conditions to participate in the program for the 2021 budget year. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the Borough of 
Metuchen that in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.6a & 7.6b and based upon the Chief Financial 
Officer's certification, the governing body has found the budget has met the following 
requirements: 
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 1. That with reference to the following items, the amounts have been calculated 
pursuant to law and appropriated as such in the budget: 
  a. Payment of interest and debt redemption charges 
  b. Deferred charges and statutory expenditures 
  c. Cash deficit of preceding year 
  d. Reserve for uncollected taxes 
  e. Other reserves and non-disbursement items 
  f. Any inclusions of amounts required for school  
   purposes. 
 
 2. That the provisions relating to limitation on increases of appropriations pursuant 
to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.2 and appropriations for exceptions to limits on appropriations found at 
N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.3 et seq., are fully met (complies with CAP law). 
 
 3. That the budget is in such form, arrangement, and content as required by the 
Local Budget Law and N.J.A.C. 5:30-4 and 5:30-5. 
 
 4. That pursuant to the Local Budget Law: 
 

a. All estimates of revenue are reasonable, accurate and correctly stated, 
  b. Items of appropriation are properly set forth 
  c. In itemization, form, arrangement and content, the budget will  

permit the exercise of the comptroller function within the municipality. 
 5. The budget and associated amendments have been introduced and publicly 
advertised in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Local Budget Law, except that 
failure to meet the deadlines of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5 shall not prevent such certification. 
 
 6. That all other applicable statutory requirements have been fulfilled. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution will be forwarded to the 
Director of the Division of Local Government Services upon adoption. 
 

RESOLUTION  2021-195 
 

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION  2021-69 AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR 
LICENSED SITE REMEDIATION PROFESSIONAL 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen has a need to amend Resolution 2021-69 previously 
awarded for services of a Licensed Site Remediation Professional (“LSRP”) to assist the Borough in 
the review, evaluation, and preparation of an application for grant funds and to conduct a 
preliminary assessment, site investigation, remedial investigation, and/or remedial action report; and
 , 
 
 WHEREAS, said services are of a nature of a professional service pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-5(1)(a)(i), and, therefore, a contract for the services may be negotiated and awarded by the 
Council without public advertising for bids and bidding; therefore, and 
 

WHEREAS, the original agreement stipulated that the maximum amount of the contract 
shall not exceed $ 5,070.00; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough deemed it necessary to dedicate an additional $164.64 for 

continued services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the maximum amount of the contract is amended and shall not exceed $ 
5,234.64 and the Chief Financial Officer has certified that there are sufficient funds for such 
contract and is available and is designated from the Middlesex County Capital Arts Grant G-02-
41-760-310 for these services. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex, as follows: 
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1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to increase the available 
funds for “LSRP” services from the firm Excel Environmental Resources, Inc. 111 North 
Center Drive, North Brunswick, NJ 08902. 

 
 
 
 
Other New Business 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-196, authorizing the 
payment of the Bill List in the amount of $344,201.17, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, 
with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-196 
Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF THE BILL LIST  

 
  BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen that 
the proper warrants be drawn and all bills be paid totaling $344,201.17. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to adjourn the meeting, second by Councilwoman 
Rasmussen, with all in favor, 6-0, the meeting was adjourned at 9:04 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Deborah Zupan 
Acting Borough Clerk 


