
 
 

BOROUGH OF METUCHEN COUNCIL MINUTES 
December 13, 2021 

7:30 PM  
 
The Regular Meeting of the Borough Council was held in the Council Chambers of Borough 
Hall on Monday, December 13, 2021.  
 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:32 p.m. by Mayor Busch. 
 
Adequate Notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meeting 
Act, pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 231. Said notice was sent to the Home News Tribune 
and Star Ledger on April 22, 2021, posted in Borough Hall and on file in the Clerk’s Office. All 
requirements of the “Open Public Meetings Act” have been satisfied.  
 
Mayor Busch asked all to rise for the flag salute. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Mayor Busch asked for a roll call. 
 
Present were Councilmembers Delia, Hirsch, Kandel, Rasmussen, Rubin, Council President 
Koskoski, and Mayor Busch. Also present were Denis Murphy, Borough Attorney, Melissa 
Perilstein, Borough Administrator, and Deborah Zupan, Acting Borough Clerk.  
 
Agenda Session 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to open the Agenda Session, second by 
Councilmember Rubin, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
 
With no actions taken, Council President Koskoski made a motion to close the Agenda Session, 
second by Councilmember Rubin, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
 
Borough Council Meeting Minutes 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to approve Borough Council Meeting Minutes of 
September 27, 2021, second by Councilmember Rubin, with all in favor, motion carried,  
6-0. 
 
Report 
 
Isaac Kremer, Executive Director of the Metuchen Downtown Alliance, reported on the 
organization’s recent and upcoming activities. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Mayor Busch opened Public Comment to any members of the public wishing to speak. 
 
Stephen Kitsko, 131 Hazelwood Avenue, thanked Councilmember Rubin for her informative 
presentation regarding diversity and inclusion on boards and commissions at the last council 
meeting, and for her service on council. He thanked Mayor Busch for appointing him to the 
Historic Preservation Committee for 2021. Mr. Kitsko then commented that he applied to serve 
on the Parking Authority and was disappointed in the way Mayor Busch rejected his application. 
He also stated that he would welcome the opportunity to continue to volunteer for the Borough. 
 
Mike Anastasi, owner of the Brown Stone Bar and Grill, requested permission to be open two 
additional hours, until 2:00 a.m., on New Year’s Eve into New Year’s Day. After hearing input 
from Police Chief Dave Irizarry and questions from Council, Borough Attorney Denis Murphy 
drafted a resolution approving this change which will be added to the New Business Consent 
Agenda. 
 
Paul Bradley, 22 Center Street, thanked Councilmember Rubin for her time on Council, and for 
her assistance in helping him get involved in the community. 
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Seeing no one else wishing to speak, Mayor Busch closed the Public Comment. 
 
Ordinance – Public Hearing 
 
Ordinance 2021-21 ORDINANCE DESIGNATING QUALIFIED 

REAL PROPERTY WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF 
METUCHEN AS AN ENVIRONMENTAL 
OPPORTUNITY ZONE 

 
Council President Koskoski asked Ms. Zupan, Acting Borough Clerk, to present the affidavit of 
publication.  
 
Ms. Zupan presented the affidavit of publication stating that said Ordinance 2021-21 had been 
published one time in the Home News Tribune according to law on November 26, 2021. 
 
Council President Koskoski moved that the affidavit of publication be received and filed, second 
by Councilmember Rubin, with all in favor, the motion carried, 6-0. 
 
Council President Koskoski asked that Ordinance 2021-21 be read by title only. 
 
Ms. Zupan read Ordinance 2021-21 by title only. 
 
Mayor Busch opened the public hearing on Ordinance 2021-21.  
 
Seeing no one wishing to speak, Mayor Busch closed the public hearing. 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to pass Ordinance 2021-21 on second reading and be 
published according to law, second by Councilmember Rasmussen. 
 
Mayor Busch asked for a roll call vote. 
 
 Roll Call:  Yeas: Delia, Hirsch, Kandel, Rasmussen, Rubin, and Koskoski 
    Nays:  None 
 
Ordinance 2021-21 was adopted, 6-0. 
 

ORDINANCE 2021-21 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
ORDINANCE DESIGNATING QUALIFIED REAL PROPERTY 

WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN AS AN 
ENVIRONMENTAL OPPORTUNITY ZONE 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.153 of the Environmental Opportunity Zone 
Act, a municipality is authorized to designate one or more “qualified real properties” within the 
municipality as an “environmental opportunity zone;” and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.152 defines “qualified real property” as “any parcel of real 
property that is now vacant or underutilized, which is in need of a remediation due to a discharge 
or threatened discharge of a contaminant;” and 
 

WHEREAS, the area designated as “Parcel C” on the map prepared by LRK entitled 
“Amended Oakite Redevelopment Plan, Exhibit B, Project Area Map,” attached hereto as 
Attachment A (“Parcel C”), is currently vacant and underutilized; and 
 

WHEREAS, according to the plan prepared by CB&I, entitled “Remedial Cap As-Built, 
PI No. 024790,” dated 12/20/13, attached hereto as Attachment B, a portion of Parcel C currently 
contains a contaminated area which is covered by a 2 foot soil cap (“Parcel C Cap”); and 
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WHEREAS, it is anticipated that a Parcel C will be redeveloped with a coffee shop use, 

which is a permitted use under the Redevelopment Plan adopted for the area by way of 
Ordinance 2021-15 on September 13, 2021; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that development of Parcel C will result in the alteration or 
disturbance of the Parcel C Cap, which will require remediation to be undertaken; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that designation of Parcel C as an “environmental 
opportunity zone” will encourage the remediation of Parcel C so that it can be fully used for 
commercial purposes; and 
 

WHEREAS, the area designated as “Parcel E” prepared by LRK entitled “Amended 
Oakite Redevelopment Plan, Exhibit B, Project Area Map,” attached hereto as Attachment A 
(“Parcel E”), is currently partially underutilized as there are portions of Parcel E which are not 
fully developed; and 
 

WHEREAS, according to the plan prepared by CB&I, entitled “Remedial Cap As-Built, 
PI No. 024790,” dated 12/20/13, attached hereto as Attachment B, a portion of Parcel E currently 
contains a contaminated area which is covered by a 2 foot soil cap and a portion covered by a 6 
inch impervious asphalt cap (“Parcel E Cap”); and 
 

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that a portion of Parcel E will be redeveloped with a 
daycare use, which is a permitted use under the Redevelopment Plan adopted for the area by way 
of Ordinance 2021-15 on September 13, 2021; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that development of Parcel E will result in the alteration or 
disturbance of the Parcel E Cap, which will require remediation to be undertaken; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that designation of Parcel E as an “environmental 
opportunity zone” will encourage the remediation of Parcel E so that it can be fully used for 
commercial purposes; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.154 requires that a governing body who has designated ay 
real property as an environmental opportunity zone provide for exemptions of real property taxes 
for said environmental opportunity zones; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council has determined that it is in the best interest of the 
Borough to designate Parcel C and Parcel E as an Environmental Opportunity Zone in 
accordance with the Environmental Opportunity Zone Act and to provide for tax exemptions of 
real property taxes for the same. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen, Middlesex County, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 
Section 1.  FINDINGS. The Borough Council hereby finds that Parcel C, and Parcel E, as 
depicted on the map prepared by LRK entitled “Amended Oakite Redevelopment Plan, Exhibit 
B, Project Area Map,” attached hereto as Attachment A, constitute “qualified real property” as 
defined in N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.152 because: (a) Parcel C and Parcel E each contain a contaminated 
area which is covered by a 2 foot soil cap and/or a portion covered by a 6 inch impervious 
asphalt cap; (b) Parcel C is currently vacant and Parcel E is currently underutilized; (c) 
redevelopment of both Parcel C and Parcel E will likely require remediation; and (d) upon 
completion of remediation Parcel C and Parcel E will each be used for new commercial uses. 
 
Section 2.  DESIGNATION.  The Borough Council hereby designates the following real 
property as an Environmental Opportunity Zone pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.153: 
 

A. The portion of Block 71, Lot 37.01 depicted as “Parcel C” on the map prepared by 
LRK entitled “Amended Oakite Redevelopment Plan, Exhibit B, Project Area Map,” 
attached hereto as Attachment A. 
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B. The portion of Block 71, Lot 37.02 depicted as “Parcel E” on the map prepared by 
LRK entitled “Amended Oakite Redevelopment Plan, Exhibit B, Project Area Map,” 
attached hereto as Attachment A. 

 
Section 3.  DEFINITIONS.  The following definitions shall apply: 
 

A. “Application Form” shall mean the form proscribed by the Director of the Division of 
Taxation, in the Department of Treasury, known as form “E.O.Z. – 1” as may be 
amended or supplemented. 

 
B. “Application” shall mean the Application Form and all required attachments thereto, 

required to be provided pursuant to Section 6.C of this Ordinance. 
 

C. “Assessor” shall mean the Tax Assessor of the Borough of Metuchen. 
 

D. “Certificate of Occupancy” shall have the meaning set forth at N.J.A.C. 5:23-1.4, as 
may be amended and/or supplemented. 

 
E. “Contamination” or “Contaminant” shall have the meaning set forth in N.J.S.A. 54:4-

3.152. 
 

F. “Environmental Opportunity Zone” shall mean real property that has been designated 
as an environmental opportunity zone pursuant to this Ordinance. 

 
G. “Full Taxes Due” shall mean the amount of real property taxes due on the property in 

a particular tax year as if no tax exemption had been granted, as determined by the 
Tax Assessor in accordance with all applicable Tax Laws. 

 
H. “Financial Agreement” shall mean the agreement prepared in accordance with the 

requirements of N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.156 and this Ordinance.  
 

I. “Owner Certification” shall mean the certification required to be executed in 
accordance with Section 6.C.v of this Ordinance. 

 
J. “Payment in Lieu of Property Taxes” shall mean the payment, which is calculated 

pursuant to Section 5 of this Ordinance, which is made in lieu of paying Full Taxes 
Due on the property. 

 
K. “Property Owner” shall mean a person or entity that holds fee simple title to real 

property. 
 

L. “Qualified Real Property” shall have the meaning set forth in N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.152. 
 

M. “Remediation” shall have the meaning set forth in N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.152. 
 

N. “Remediation Cost” shall have the meaning set forth in N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.156(c). 
 

O. “Tax Laws” shall mean the laws applicable to the assessment and collection of real 
property taxes set forth in N.J.S.A. 54:4-1 et seq., as amended or supplemented to 
date. 

 
P. “Taxes Otherwise Due” shall have the meaning set forth in N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.152. 

 
Q. “Total Remediation Cost” the total amount of Remediation Costs paid by the Property 

Owner to remediate the property after the property has been designated as an 
Environmental Opportunity Zone.  Total Remediation Costs shall not include any 
Remediation Costs paid by a third party who is not the Property Owner.  Total 
Remediation Costs shall also not include any Remediation Costs that were paid by the 
Property Owner prior to designation of the property as an Environmental Opportunity 
Zone. 

 
R. “Total Tax Exemption” is defined in Section 4.C of this Ordinance. 
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S. “Underutilized” shall mean, as it relates to real property: 

 
i. Land(s) which contain buildings that are not actively used for any purpose, or 

which have been abandoned; or  
 

ii. Land(s) which contain buildings where less than 50% of the building thereon is 
being utilized and where utilization of the remainder of the building cannot occur 
without completion of remediation; or  

 
iii. Land(s) on which only limited improvements have been constructed because the 

land(s) has not been developed to its maximum capacity, and where additional 
proposed development cannot take place without completion of remediation of the 
vacant or unused portions of the property. 

 
Section 4.  TAX EXEMPTION ELIGIBILITY.   
 

A. A Property Owner who owns property located within an Environmental Opportunity 
Zone shall be eligible to apply for a tax exemption pursuant to this Ordinance 
provided that all of the following requirements have been satisfied: 

 
i. As of the date of the filing of the Application and as of the date that the tax 

exemption is granted, the Property Owner owns the property for which a tax 
exemption is sought; 

 
ii. The property for which a tax exemption is sought is located within an 

Environmental Opportunity Zone; 
 

iii. As of the date that the property was designated as an Environmental 
Opportunity Zone, the property contained Contamination that requires 
Remediation; 

 
iv. The Property Owner has executed a memorandum of agreement (MOA) or 

administrative consent order (ACO) with the State of New Jersey, Department 
of Environmental Protection, Site Remediation Program, after designation of 
the property as an Environmental Opportunity Zone and which includes a 
binding obligation by the Property Owner to perform Remediation of the 
property; 

 
v. The Property Owner has obtained site plan approval to construct a use that is 

permitted under the applicable zoning for the property in accordance with the 
Municipal Land Use Law, N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1 et seq., or if applicable, 
pursuant to an adopted redevelopment plan adopted pursuant to the Local 
Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq.; 

 
vi. As of the date of the filing of the Application, the property for which the tax 

exemption is sought is either vacant or Underutilized; 
 

vii. As of the date of the filing of the Application, construction has not yet 
commenced on the proposed use for which site plan approval has been 
granted; 

 
viii. As of the date of the filing of the Application, Remediation of the property is 

necessary in order to permit the use of the property for commercial, industrial, 
residential or another productive use that is permitted under the applicable 
zoning for the property; 

 
ix. Operation of the property for the use authorized in the site plan approval will 

begin during the time period during which the tax exemption is granted; and 
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x. No tax exemption or abatement has been previously granted to the property or 
to any prior Property Owner of the property because of the property’s 
designation as an Environmental Opportunity Zone. 

 
B. Any tax exemption granted pursuant to this Ordinance shall be granted in the name of 

the Property Owner who filed the Application for the tax exemption. A property tax 
exemption granted to a Property Owner pursuant to this Ordinance is not transferrable 
or assignable to a subsequent Property Owner without the express written approval of 
the Governing Body, adopted by ordinance.  Unless the Governing Body has adopted 
an ordinance approving the transfer or assignment of the tax exemption prior to the 
sale or transfer of the property to a new Property Owner, any tax exemption granted 
will end on the date of the sale or other transfer of the property to the new Property 
Owner. 

 
C. Any tax exemption granted pursuant to this Ordinance shall be available only until 

the Total Tax Exemption equals the Total Remediation Cost paid by the Property 
Owner, which shall be determined in accordance with the following: 

 
i. In each tax year following the date of the approval of the tax exemption, the Tax 

Assessor shall calculate the Full Taxes Due for the property for the applicable tax 
year.   

 
ii. The Tax Assessor shall also determine the “Annual Tax Exemption” for each tax 

year by subtracting the Payment in Lieu of Taxes due in the applicable tax year 
from the Full Taxes Due in the applicable tax year.  The difference between the 
Full Taxes Due and the Payment in Lieu of Taxes in each tax year shall be the 
Annual Tax Exemption. 

 
iii. The Tax Assessor shall determine the “Total Tax Exemption” by adding together 

the amounts of all of the Annual Tax Exemptions granted from the date on which 
the tax exemption was granted to the then present date.  The sum of all Annual 
Tax Exemptions shall be the Total Tax Exemption.   

 
iv. Once the Total Tax Exemption equals the Total Remediation Cost paid by the 

Property Owner, the tax exemption granted pursuant to this Ordinance shall end 
and the property will be assessed and subject to taxation in the same manner as 
other taxable properties within the Borough, taking into consideration the 
property’s remediated state.  

 
D. A tax exemption granted pursuant to this Ordinance shall terminate upon the 

occurrence of any of the following: 
 

i. Failure to make a payment of a Payment in Lieu of Taxes;  
 

ii. Termination of the memorandum of agreement (MOA) or administrative 
consent order (ACO) entered into with the State of New Jersey, Department of 
Environmental Protection, unless an administrative consent order (ACO) is 
issued in its place; 

 
iii. The Property Owner has failed to undertake and complete the remediation 

pursuant to the memorandum of agreement (MOA) or administrative consent 
order (ACO) entered into with the State of New Jersey, Department of 
Environmental Protection; 

 
iv. The Property Owner has failed to use the property for a commercial, 

industrial, residential or other productive purpose upon completion of 
remediation, during the period for which the tax exemption was given;  

 
v. The property has been sold or otherwise transferred and the Governing Body 

has not adopted an ordinance approving the transfer or assignment of the tax 
exemption prior to the sale or transfer of the property to the new Property 
Owner;  
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vi. The date on which the Total Tax Exemption equals the total Remediation 

Costs paid by the Property Owner; or 
 

vii. Upon commencement of the tenth year following execution of a memorandum 
of agreement (MOA) or administrative consent order (ACO) entered into with 
the State of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection. 

 
Section 5.  PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES.   
 

A. The method of computing the Payment in Lieu of Taxes under a tax exemption 
granted pursuant to this Ordinance shall be calculated in accordance with this Section.  

 
i. Upon the approval of a tax exemption pursuant to this Ordinance, the Tax 

Assessor shall determine the Taxes Otherwise Due for the Property as of the 
date that the tax exemption was granted. 

 
ii. Payments in Lieu of Taxes shall be determined each tax year in accordance 

with the following schedule: 
 

a. In the first tax year following execution of a memorandum of agreement 
(MOA) or administrative consent order (ACO) entered into with the State 
of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection, the Payment in 
Lieu of Taxes shall be $0.00; 

 
b. In the second tax year following execution of a memorandum of 

agreement (MOA) or administrative consent order (ACO) entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection, 
the Payment in Lieu of Taxes shall be 10% of the Taxes Otherwise Due; 

 
c. In the third tax year following execution of a memorandum of agreement 

(MOA) or administrative consent order (ACO) entered into with the State 
of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection, the Payment in 
Lieu of Taxes shall be 20% of the Taxes Otherwise Due; 

 
d. In the fourth tax year following execution of a memorandum of agreement 

(MOA) or administrative consent order (ACO) entered into with the State 
of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection, the Payment in 
Lieu of Taxes shall be 30% of the Taxes Otherwise Due; 

 
e. In the fifth tax year following execution of a memorandum of agreement 

(MOA) or administrative consent order (ACO) entered into with the State 
of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection, the Payment in 
Lieu of Taxes shall be 40% of the Taxes Otherwise Due; 

 
f. In the sixth tax year following execution of a memorandum of agreement 

(MOA) or administrative consent order (ACO) entered into with the State 
of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection, the Payment in 
Lieu of Taxes shall be 50% of the Taxes Otherwise Due; 

 
g. In the seventh tax year following execution of a memorandum of 

agreement (MOA) or administrative consent order (ACO) entered into 
with the State of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection, 
the Payment in Lieu of Taxes shall be 50% of the Taxes Otherwise Due; 

 
h. In the eighth tax year following execution of a memorandum of agreement 

(MOA) or administrative consent order (ACO) entered into with the State 
of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection, the Payment in 
Lieu of Taxes shall be 70% of the Taxes Otherwise Due; 

 
i. In the ninth tax year following execution of a memorandum of agreement 

(MOA) or administrative consent order (ACO) entered into with the State 
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of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection, the Payment in 
Lieu of Taxes shall be 80% of the Taxes Otherwise Due; 

 
j. In the tenth tax year following execution of a memorandum of agreement 

(MOA) or administrative consent order (ACO) entered into with the State 
of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection, the exemption 
shall expire and the Full Taxes Due on the property in the tenth tax year 
and all subsequent tax years shall be due and payable. 

 
B. Payment of the Payment in Lieu of Taxes shall be made in quarterly installments 

according to the same schedule as real property taxes are due and payable in the 
Borough. 

 
Section 6.  APPLICATION PROCEDURE AND EXEMPTION APPROVAL. 
 

A. A Property Owner can obtain an Application Form from the Tax Assessor's office.  
 

B. In order to apply for a tax exemption, the Property Owner must submit the 
Application Form, along with all additional documents required pursuant to 
Subsection C below (collectively referred to as the “Application”), to both the Tax 
Assessor and the Borough Administrator.  The Application Form must be filled out in 
its entirety. 

 
C. In addition to a completed Application Form, the Property Owner must provide all of 

the following documents: 
 

i. A copy of the Deed showing ownership of the property; 
 

ii. A survey showing that the property is located within an Environmental 
Opportunity Zone; 

 
iii. A copy of an executed memorandum of agreement (MOA) or 

administrative consent order (ACO) with the State of New Jersey, 
Department of Environmental Protection, Site Remediation Program, 
which has been executed after designation of the property as an 
Environmental Opportunity Zone and which includes a binding obligation 
by the Property Owner to perform Remediation of the property; 

 
iv. A copy of an approved site plan for the property depicting the proposed 

commercial, industrial or residential use that will be constructed on the 
property; 

 
v. A certification signed by the Property Owner which includes the 

following: 
 

1. A representation, that as of the date that the property was designated as 
an Environmental Opportunity Zone, the property contained 
Contamination, along with supporting documentation identifying the 
location and identity of all such Contamination; 

 
2. A representation that Remediation is necessary in order for the 

property to be put to a commercial, residential, industrial or other 
productive use, along with a detailed description of all of the 
Remediation that is required to be undertaken on the property on or 
after the date that the property was designated as an Environmental 
Opportunity Zone, as certified by the licensed site remediation 
professional; 

 
3. A representation that the Property Owner will remediate the property 

in accordance with the memorandum of agreement (MOA) or 
administrative consent order (ACO) entered into with the State of New 
Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection;  
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4. A representation as to the Total Remediation Cost to remediate the 

Property to be incurred by the Property Owner on or after the date that 
the property was designated as an Environmental Opportunity Zone, 
along with documentation containing a breakdown of all costs 
comprising the Total Remediation Costs as certified by the licensed 
site remediation professional;  

 
5. A representation that the Property Owner has not included in the Total 

Remediation Cost any Remediation Cost that has not been or will be 
directly paid by the Property Owner. 

 
6. A representation that the Property Owner has not included in the Total 

Remediation Cost any Remediation Cost paid for or incurred by the 
Property Owner prior to designation of the property as an 
Environmental Opportunity Zone. 

 
7. A representation setting forth the timeline for completion of 

construction of the project improvements, including a date for 
application of the Certificate of Occupancy; 

8. A representation that the Property Owner will apply for a Certificate of 
Occupancy for the project depicted in the approved site plan within the 
time period set forth in the Owner Certification;  

 
9. A representation that the property will be used for the use depicted in 

the approved site plan during the time period for which the real 
property tax exemption is granted;  

 
10. A representation that there are no delinquent taxes on the property as 

of the date of the application; 
 

11. The following statement: “I certify that the foregoing statements made 
by me are true. I am aware that if any of the foregoing statements 
made by me are willfully false, I am subject to punishment.” 

 
vi. A copy of the proposed Financial Agreement to be entered into between 

the Borough and the Property Owner pursuant to this Ordinance.  The 
Financial Agreement shall include, at a minimum, the following 
representations and/or promises: 

 
1. That all statements and representations made in, and information 

provided as part of, the Application are true and correct, and that the 
Application is made a part of and incorporated within the Financial 
Agreement; 

 
2. That the Property Owner will undertake all required Remediation 

pursuant to the memorandum of agreement (MOA) or administrative 
consent order (ACO) entered into with the State of New Jersey, 
Department of Environmental Protection submitted as part of the 
Application;  

 
3. That the Property Owner will construct the project improvements 

depicted in the site plan approval in accordance with the site plan 
approval and the timeline for completion provided in the Application; 

 
4. That operation of the property for the use authorized in the site plan 

approval will begin during the time period during which the tax 
exemption is granted;  

 
5. That the Property Owner will make all Payments in Lieu of Taxes as 

calculated pursuant to Section 5 above.  All such Payments in Lieu of 
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Taxes shall be made in quarterly installments according to the same 
schedule as real property taxes are due and payable;  

 
6. That the tax exemption granted shall terminate in accordance with 

Section 4.D of this Ordinance; and 
7. That the Borough shall have all available all remedies authorized in 

the Environmental Opportunity Zone Act, N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.150 et seq. 
 

D. Upon submission of the Application to the Borough Administrator and Tax Assessor, 
the Tax Assessor shall provide an estimate of the anticipated assessed value of the 
property upon completion of the proposed improvements and shall transmit the same 
to the Borough Administrator.  Upon receipt of the estimated tax assessment from the 
Tax Assessor, the Borough Administrator shall determine whether Application is 
complete, and if it is not complete, shall notify the Property Owner of any deficiency.  
Upon determining that the Application is complete, the Borough Administrator shall 
transmit the complete Application to the Borough Council for its review. 

 
E. No tax exemption shall be granted unless approved by the Borough Council through 

the adoption of an ordinance at a public hearing upon a finding that the Application is 
consistent with the provisions of this Ordinance. 

 
Section 7.  All ordinance or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby 
repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 
 
 Section 8.  In the event any clause, section paragraph or designation of or under this 
Ordinance is deemed invalid or unenforceable for any reason, it is the intent of the Borough 
Council that the balance of the Ordinance remains in full force and effect to the extent it allows 
the Borough to meet the goals of the Ordinance. 
 
 Section 9.  This Ordinance shall take effect after final adoption and publication according 
to law. 
 
Communication Consent Agenda – Items A - D 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to approve Communication Consent Agenda, Items 
A - D, second by Councilmember Rubin, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
 

A. Receive and Accept Resignation of Police Sergeant James Burns 
B. Receive and Accept Resignation of Borough Tax Assessor Anand Verma 
C. Receive and Accept Accessibility Committee Meeting Minutes of December 1, 2021 
D. Receive and Accept TV and Technology Committee Meeting Minutes of   

October 26, 2021 
 
Reports of Councilmembers 
 
Mayor Busch opened Reports of Councilmembers. 
 
Council President Koskoski 

- The Library Board will be meeting tomorrow night, and the Parking Authority will meet 
next Monday night. 
 

Councilmember Rubin 
- Councilmember Rubin clarified the purpose of her presentation on diversity and inclusion 

on boards and commissions, namely, to invite new residents and different people from a 
variety of backgrounds, ethnicities, abilities, and ages to apply for these volunteer 
positions. 

 
Councilmember Rasmussen 

- The Senior Citizen Commission met last week at the Senior Center and discussed the 
need for a part time bus driver and upcoming activities. Tax preparation assistance will 
likely not be offered in the upcoming year. 
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Councilmember Kandel 
- The Recreation Commission will be running the Santa’s Calling event, please return 

applications by tomorrow. The Mother-Son Bowling event is back and will be held on 
February 6, 2022. 

- The Historic Preservation Committee met last Thursday and welcomed two 
representatives from New Jersey’s Historic Preservation Office, who shared information 
regarding the state’s Certified Local Government Program and the advantages of Historic 
Preservation ordinances. 

 
Councilmember Hirsch 

- The Pool Commission will meet tomorrow via Zoom. 
-  

Councilmember Delia 
- The Traffic and Transportation Committee has been pushing out the ‘Slow Down in Our 

Town’ campaign, including getting lawn signs and the speed trailer placed on Plainfield 
Avenue. Social Media feedback has helped in determining where to target next. 

- Metuchen Momentum, the High School Robotics Club, now has teams for younger 
students at Campbell and Edgar Schools, both of which have been successful in recent 
competitions. 
 

Reports of Officers 
 
Melissa Perilstein 

- There is a resolution included on tonight’s consent agenda for a shared services 
agreement with Woodbridge for Tax Assessor services, as our Tax Assessor has recently 
resigned. 

 
Denis Murphy 

- No report. 
 
Report of the Mayor 
 
It is appreciated that our Borough Administrator has been creative with shared services, with the 
agreement for Tax Assessor being our second agreement with Woodbridge Township. The 
holiday events and lights are going very well, with all the funds for the lights provided through 
private donations. Thanks for all whose hard work has made this possible, and to the MDA for 
all they are doing to make our town a holiday destination. 
 
 
New Business Consent Agenda – Resolutions 2021-272 to 2021-291 and 2021-293 
 
Council President Koskoski moved to approve New Business Consent Agenda Resolutions 
2021-272 to 2021-291 and 2021-293, second by Councilmember Rubin, with all in favor, motion 
carried, 6-0. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-272 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
CONTRACT TO COLLIERS ENGINEERING & DESIGN TO PERFORM 

ENGINEERING AND CONSTRUCTION MANGEMENT SERVICES FOR THE RE-
TURFING OF MYRTLE PARK FIELD 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen is in need of professional engineering and 
construction management services for the Re-Turfing of Myrtle Park Project; and  
 

WHEREAS, Colliers Engineering & Design, the Borough Engineer, submitted a 
proposal to the Borough to render engineering and construction management services for the Re-
Turfing of Myrtle Park Project for a cost not to exceed Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00); 
and  
 

WHEREAS, the proposal was reviewed and evaluated, and it is the recommendation of 
the Borough Administrator that a contract for engineering and construction management services 
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for the Re-Turfing of Myrtle Park Project be awarded to Colliers Engineering & Design of Red 
Bank, New Jersey consistent with the proposal submitted; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Metuchen have reviewed the proposal and 
have determined it is in the best interest of Metuchen to award a contract to Colliers Engineering 
& Design of Red Bank, New Jersey to render engineering and construction management services 
for the Re-Turfing of Myrtle Park Project; and 
 

WHEREAS, the cost for the proposed engineering and construction management 
services shall not exceed Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00) without further approval by the 
Mayor and Borough Council; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract is awarded as a “non-fair and open contract” pursuant to and 
in accordance with the Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law; and  
  

WHEREAS, the maximum amount of the contract is for $15,000.00 and the Chief 
Financial Officer has certified that sufficient funds for such contract are available and is 
designated from Capital Bond Ordinance 2021-11, C-04-55-937-002, for these services. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen that it hereby awards a contract to Colliers Engineering & Design, 331 Newman 
Springs Road, Suite 203, Red Bank, NJ 07701 on the basis of the proposal submitted and 
approved herein, to provide professional engineering and construction management services for 
the Re-Turfing of Myrtle Park Project in an amount not to exceed Fifteen Thousand Dollars 
($15,000.00); and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough officials and employees 
are hereby authorized to take all necessary actions in order to effectuate the terms and provisions 
of this Resolution, including but not limited to the execution of an Agreement or Amendment in 
the form acceptable in contents by the Mayor and Council President; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the foregoing contract is awarded in accordance 

with the Local Public Contracts Law and as the result of a non-fair and open process and a 
notice of this action shall be printed once in The Home News Tribune. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-273  
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ENTRY INTO AND THE EXECUTION OF A 
SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN 

AND THE TOWNSHIP OF WOODBRIDGE FOR THE PROVISION OF TAX 
ASSESSOR SERVICES 

 
WHEREAS, certified tax assessor of the Borough of Metuchen resigned creating a 

vacancy in the office of Borough Tax Assessor; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen has a need for the services of a part-time tax 

assessor, and the Township of Woodbridge appointed and currently employs a full-time tax 
assessor, Richard Duda, CTA; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:9-146, the Borough may fulfill the requirement 

that every municipality shall have a tax assessor by the sharing of a tax assessor with another 
municipality under a shared service agreement; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 

40A:65-1, et seq. (the “Act”), any local unit may, by the adoption of a resolution of its governing 
body, enter into an agreement with any other local unit or units to provide or receive any service 
that each unit participating in the agreement is empowered to provide or receive within its own 
jurisdiction and that such agreement between the local units for the provision of shared services 
shall be entered pursuant to the Act; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Township of Woodbridge has offered to provide the Borough of 

Metuchen the services of a part-time tax assessor; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen has determined that it is in the best interest of the 

Borough and to obtain the service of a part-time tax assessor by way of a shared services 
agreement from the Township of Woodbridge; and 

 
 
WHEREAS, Metuchen and Woodbridge have negotiated the terms and conditions of a 

shard services agreement wherein Woodbridge would provide for Richard Duda, CTA to serve 
as part-time tax assessor to the Borough of Metuchen; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen has determined that it is in the best interest of the 

Borough to obtain tax assessor services from the Township of Woodbridge on an a part-time 
basis at a monthly rate of $3,000.00 for the Tax Assessor Services for a minimum of thirty-two 
(32) hours per month at a total annual cost not to exceed thirty-six thousand dollars ($36,000.00), 
annually; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Metuchen has certified that 

there is sufficient available funds to authorize the within Shared Services Agreement; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mayor and Council find that it is in the best interest of the Borough of 

Metuchen to enter into the Shared Services Agreement with the Township of Woodbridge to 
memorialize the provision and receipt of shared services between the Parties. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
that it hereby authorizes the entry into and the execution of a Shared Services Agreement by and 
between the Borough of Metuchen and the Township of Woodbridge for the provision of 
certified tax assessor services in general conformity with the terms and conditions set out in the 
proposed Shared Services Agreement; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Metuchen that it 
hereby authorizes all Borough officials to take all necessary actions to in order to effectuate the 
within resolution and the Shared Services Agreement, including but not limited to the Mayor and 
Acting Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a Shared Service Agreement on behalf of the 
Borough of Metuchen in a final form acceptable to the Mayor and Borough Administrator; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that pursuant to the terms and conditions of the Shared 

Services Agreement and to the extent required by law, the Council of the Borough of Metuchen, 
hereby appoints Richard Duda, CTA to serve as the Tax Assessor for the Borough of Metuchen 
pursuant to the terms and conditions of the Shared Services Agreement with the Township of 
Woodbridge.  
 

RESOLUTION 2021-274 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPLICATION FOR A NEW JERSEY 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS GRANT FOR FIREHOUSE 

DECONTAMINATION AND RENOVATIONS 
  
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen desires to apply for and obtain a grant from the 
New Jersey Department of Community Affairs for approximately $100,000.00 to carry out a 
project for fire house renovations and decontamination. 

 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED,  
 
1) That the Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen does hereby authorize the 

application for such a grant; and, 
2) Recognizes and accepts that the Department may offer a lesser or greater amount and 

therefore, upon receipt of the grant agreement from the New Jersey Department of 
Community Affairs, does further authorize the execution of any such grant 
agreement; and also, upon receipt of the fully executed agreement from the 
Department, does further authorize the expenditure of funds pursuant to the terms of 
the agreement between the Borough of Metuchen and the New Jersey Department of 
Consumer Affairs. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the persons whose names, titles, and signatures 

appear below are authorized to sign the application, and that they or their successors in said titles 
are authorized to sign the agreement, and any other documents necessary in connection 
therewith. 
 

 
RESOLUTION 2021-275 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH 

MIDDLESEX COUNTY FOR PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES  
 
 WHEREAS, the County has created the Middlesex County Department of Public Health 
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 26:3A2-1 et seq. to provide an array of public health services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen is desirous of contracting with the County for by 
the County to the Municipality health services of a technical and professional nature as more 
furnishing health services of a technical and professional nature as more fully set forth below: 
 
 1. The County shall provide properly licensed personnel within the territorial 

jurisdiction of the Borough of Metuchen, to carry out the following public health 
activities: 

 
  a. ADMINISTRATION 
  b. HEALTH EDUCATION 
  c. COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH ACT (CEHA) 
   ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS 
  d. PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING 
  e. PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTION 
  f. EPIDEMIOLOGY AND BIOTERRORISM 
  
 2. All of the above-mentioned activities shall be provided in accordance with 

the Public Health Practice Standards of Performance for Local Boards of Health in 
New Jersey as set forth in N.J.A.C. Title 8:52-1.1 et seq. and the regulations 
promulgated under the County Environmental Health Act (CEHA) N.J.A.C. 7:1H et 
seq. 

 
 3. In addition to the above public health services, the County will continue to provide 

specialized grant services. 
 
 4. The term of this contract shall be for two (2) years commencing on January 1, 2022 

and terminating December 31, 2023, unless terminated earlier as provided for 
hereinafter. 

 
 5. The base cost for the provision of the aforesaid health services shall be as follows:  
    2022 - $57,395.13 
    2023 - $58,543.04 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute an 
agreement with the County of Middlesex for the provision of public health services as outlined in 
the said agreement. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-276 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY 
MULTI‐JURISDICTIONAL ALL‐HAZARDS MITIGATION PLAN  

  
 WHEREAS, Middlesex County, NJ has exposure to natural hazards that increase the risk to 
life, property, environment, and the County’s economy; and    
  
 WHEREAS, pro‐active mitigation of known hazards before a disaster event can reduce or 
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eliminate long‐term risk to life and property; and    
  
 WHEREAS, a Multi-jurisdictional All-Hazards Mitigation Plan has been developed by the 
County's Hazard Mitigation Steering Committee     
  
 WHEREAS, the Hazard Mitigation Plan assesses the risk and vulnerability to the impacts 
of natural hazards, develops a mitigation strategy including a prioritized list of mitigation actions 
including activities that, over time, will help minimize and reduce safety threats and damage to 
private and public property, and creates a plan for implementing, evaluating, and revising this 
strategy.  
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that:    
  

1. The Borough of Metuchen adopts in its entirety, the Middlesex County Multi‐
Jurisdictional All‐Hazards Mitigation Plan (the “HMP”) as the jurisdiction’s official 
Hazard Mitigation Plan; minor revisions to the HMP recommended by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency and/or the New Jersey Office of Emergency 
Management may be incorporated without further action. 

 
2. The Borough of Metuchen resolves to execute the actions identified in the HMP that 

pertain to this jurisdiction, and municipal departments identified in the HMP are 
directed to pursue implementation of the recommended high-priority activities that 
are assigned to them. 

 
3. The Borough of Metuchen will use the adopted and approved portions of the HMP 

to guide pre and post‐disaster mitigation of the hazards identified.  
 
4. The Borough of Metuchen will coordinate the strategies identified in the HMP with 

other planning programs and mechanisms under its jurisdictional authority.  
 

 
5. The Borough of Metuchen will continue its support of the Local Mitigation Planning 

Committee as described within the Plan. 
 

6. The Borough of Metuchen will help to promote and support the mitigation successes 
of all participants in this Plan.  

 
7. The Borough of Metuchen will incorporate mitigation planning as an integral 

component of government and partner operations.  
 
8. The Borough of Metuchen will provide an update of the Plan in conjunction with the 

County no less than every five years. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-277 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING UPDATED BYLAWS FOR  
THE METUCHEN MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE 

 
  

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen that the 
updated Bylaws of the Metuchen Municipal Alliance, on file in the Office of the Borough Clerk, 
shall be and are hereby adopted as the Bylaws of the Metuchen Municipal Alliance. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-278 
 

RESOLUTION REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEMS OF REVENUE AND 
APPROPRIATION – CLICK IT OR TICKET GRANT NJS 40A:4-87 

 
 WHEREAS, NJS 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of 
any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the 
amount was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for 
equal amount. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Metuchen in the County of Middlesex, New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the 
budget in the year 2021 in the sum of $6,000.00, which is now available from the State of New 
Jersey Division Department of Law and Public Safety, Click it or Ticket in the amount of 
$6,000.00. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the like sum of $6,000.00 is hereby appropriated 
under the caption Click it or Ticket Grant; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the above is the result of funds from State of New 
Jersey Department of Law and Public Safety, Click it or Ticket in the amount of $6,000.00. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-279 
 

RESOLUTION REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEMS OF REVENUE AND 
APPROPRIATION – LOCAL RECREATIONAL IMPROVEMENT GRANT 

NJS 40A:4-87 
 
 WHEREAS, NJS 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of 
any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the 
amount was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for 
equal amount. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Metuchen in the County of Middlesex, New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the 
budget in the year 2021 in the sum of $350,000.00, which is now available from the State of 
New Jersey Department of Community Affairs for a Local Recreational Improvement 2021 
Grant in the amount of $350,000.00. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the like sum of $350,000.00 is hereby 
appropriated under the caption State of New Jersey Department of Community Affairs for a 
Local Recreational Improvement 2021 Grant; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the above is the result of funds from State of New 
Jersey Department of Community Affairs for a Local Recreational Improvement 2021 Grant in 
the amount of $350,000.00. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-280 
 

RESOLUTION REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEMS OF REVENUE AND 
APPROPRIATION – VOLUNTEER FIRE RENOVATIONS AND 

DECONTOMINATION GRANT 
NJS 40A:4-87 

 
 WHEREAS, NJS 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of 
any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the 
amount was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for 
equal amount. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Metuchen in the County of Middlesex, New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the 
budget in the year 2021 in the sum of $100,000.00, which is now available from the State of 
New Jersey Department of Community Affairs for a Volunteer Fire Renovations & 
Decontamination Grant in the amount of $100,000.00. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the like sum of $100,000.00 is hereby 
appropriated under the caption State of New Jersey Department of Community Affairs for a 
Volunteer Fire Renovations & Decontamination Grant; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the above is the result of funds from State of New 
Jersey Department of Community Affairs for a Volunteer Fire Renovations & Decontamination 
Grant in the amount of $100,000.00. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-281 
 

RESOLUTION REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEMS OF REVENUE AND 
APPROPRIATION – DRIVE SOBER OR GET PULLED OVER GRANT 

NJS 40A:4-87 
 
 WHEREAS, NJS 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of 
any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the 
amount was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for 
equal amount. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Metuchen in the County of Middlesex, New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the 
budget in the year 2021 in the sum of $6,000.00, which is now available from the State of New 
Jersey Highway Traffic Safety 2021 Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over Year End Holiday 
Crackdown Grant in the amount of $6,000.00. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the like sum of $6,000.00 is hereby appropriated 
under the caption State of New Jersey Highway Traffic Safety 2021 Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over Year End Holiday Crackdown Grant; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the above is the result of funds from State of New 
Jersey Highway Traffic Safety 2021 Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over Year End Holiday 
Crackdown Grant in the amount of 6,000.00. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-282 
 

RESOLUTION REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEMS OF REVENUE AND 
APPROPRIATION – PEDESTRIAN SAFETY GRANT 

NJS 40A:4-87 
 
 WHEREAS, NJS 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of 
any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the 
amount was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for 
equal amount. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Metuchen in the County of Middlesex, New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the 
budget in the year  2021 in the sum of $12,000.00, which is now available from the State of New 
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Jersey Department of Law and Traffic Safety for a Pedestrian Safety Grant in the amount of 
$12,000.00, with a grant period of  7-1-2021  to 5-31-2022. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the like sum of $12,000.00 is hereby appropriated 
under the caption State of New Jersey Department of Law and Traffic Safety for a Pedestrian 
Safety Grant; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the above is the result of funds from State of New 
Jersey Department of Law and Traffic Safety for a Pedestrian Safety Grant in the amount of 
$12,000.00. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-283 
 

RESOLUTION REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEMS OF REVENUE AND 
APPROPRIATION – BODY-WORN CAMERA GRANT  NJS 40A:4-87 

 
 WHEREAS, NJS 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of 
any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the 
amount was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 
 
 WHEREAS the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for 
equal amount. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Metuchen in the County of Middlesex, New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the 
budget in the year 2021 in the sum of $81,520.00, which is now available from the State of New 
Jersey Division Department of Law and Public Safety for SFY21 Body-Worn Camera Grant, in 
the amount of $81,520.00. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the like sum of $81,520.00 is hereby appropriated 
under the caption SFY21 Body-Worn Camera Grant; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the above is the result of funds from State of New 
Jersey Department of Law and Public Safety SFY21 Body-Worn Camera Grant, in the amount of 
$81,520.00. 
 

RESOLUTION  2021-284 
 

RESOLUTION REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEMS OF REVENUE AND 
APPROPRIATION – BULLETPROOF VEST PARTNERSHIP GRANT 

NJS 40A:4-87 
 
 WHEREAS, NJS 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of 
any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the 
amount was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for 
equal amount. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Metuchen in the County of Middlesex, New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the 
budget in the year 2021 in the sum of $ 3,545.17, which is now available from the U.S. 
Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Assistance, Bulletproof Vest Partnership in the amount 
of $ 3,545.17. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the like sum of $ 3,545.17 is hereby appropriated 
under the caption Federal Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant; and 
 



Borough Council Meeting 
December 13, 2021 
 

19 
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the above is the result of funds from U.S. 
Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bulletproof Vest Partnership in the amount of 
$ 3,545.17. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-285 
 

RESOLUTION TO REDUCE AND REFUND 2019, 2020, AND 2021 TAXES 
 

WHEREAS, a successful State Tax Court Appeal judgment was awarded to 
Block 49, Lot 50, 289 Central Avenue for 2019, 2020 and 2021; and 
 

WHEREAS, the assessed value for this parcel changed for 2019 through 2021 by 
a reduction in the assessed value of $25,000.00; and 
 

WHEREAS, the reduction in taxes for the above referenced Block and Lot for 
2015 totals $4,582.50 as shown in the following chart: 
 
Block/Lot Tax Year Reduction in Assessment Reduction in Taxes 
49/50 2019 25,000.00 1,490.50 
49/50 2020 25,000.00 1,535.75 
49/50 2021 25,000.00 1,556.25 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the 
Borough of Metuchen, that the Tax Collector be and is hereby authorized to reduce the 
2019, 2020 and 2021 taxes on Block 49, Lot 50 in the amount of $ 4,582.50 due to the 
successful State Tax Court Appeal for the year 2019, 2020 and 2021 including 
amendments, and refund the resulting tax overpayment in the amount of $4,582.50. 

 
RESOLUTION 2021-286 

 
RESOLUTION TO CANCEL AND REFUND 2021 TAXES AS A RESULT OF  

COUNTY TAX APPEALS 
 

WHEREAS, successful County Tax Appeal judgments were awarded to each of 
the block and lot parcels described below, changing the assessed values for 2021 as 
follows; and 

 
WHEREAS, the reduction in taxes can be applied to the open tax balance due for 

2021; and 
 

WHEREAS, four parcels granted a tax appeal had payments from their mortgage 
service company in excess of the adjusted 4th quarter 2021 taxes due, as the reduction in 
taxes, with the excess payment transferred to the open taxes billed and due in 2022. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the 

Borough of Metuchen, that the Tax Collector be and is hereby authorized to reduce the 
2021 tax billings on the following properties due to the successful County Tax Appeals 
including amendments, in the amount of $6,436.08, and apply the resulting overpayment 
due to the successfully County tax appeal in the amount of $4,214.33. 
 

 
 

Block/Lot/Qual Address Assessment 
Reduction 

Total Tax 
Reduction 

Reduction to 
2021 Levy 

Overpayment 
Applied to 

2022 
7/1 149 Mason 

Drive 
20,000 1,245.00 1,245.00 1,245.00 

17/77 208 Norris Ave 7,700 479.33 479.33 479.33 
78.1/21 8 Robert Circle 30,000 1,867.50 1,867.50 1,867.50 

91/9 540 Middlesex 
Ave 

20,000 1,288.00 1,288.00  

96/77 231 E. Chestnut 
Avenue 

15,000 933.75 933.75  

215/77 53 Orchard Ave 10,000 622.50 622.50 622.50 
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RESOLUTION  2021-287 
 

RESOLUTION TO CANCEL 2021 BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS 
 

WHEREAS the following Current Fund budget appropriation balances remain 
unexpended; and 
  
 Interest on Bonds  12.75 
 Interest on Notes 489.24 
  
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balances so that the unexpended 
balances may be credited to Surplus. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the 
Borough of Metuchen that the above listed unexpended balances totaling $ 501.99 be cancelled 
to the Current Fund. 

 
RESOLUTION 2021-288 

 
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING PRELIMINARY COSTS FOR OPEN SPACE AND 

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES OFF-SITE 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen hereby acknowledges the requirement of 
preliminary costs to determine the scope and costs of a proposed undertaking.  The purpose of 
these preliminary costs is for the open space and recreational facilities off-site (open space 
contribution) per Metuchen III Redevelopment Agreement dated November 9, 2021. 
 

NOW THEREFOR BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer 
of the Borough of Metuchen, New Jersey be and hereby authorizes the establishment of an 
appropriation for Preliminary Costs for Open Space and Recreational Facilities in the General 
Capital Fund, which shall not exceed $135,000.00 and the Chief Financial Officer is authorized 
to set up a Reserve for Preliminary Expenses from the Metuchen III redevelopment contributions 
as required in the November 9, 2021, Redevelopment Agreement. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-289 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE USE OF COMPETITIVE CONTRACTING 
PROCESS FOR THE PROCUREMENT OF CUSTODIAL SERVICES FOR THE 

BOROUGH OF METUCHEN  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen has determined that it is necessary to for the 
retention of Custodial Services for the Borough of Metuchen; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1(q), provides for the 
utilization of a process called competitive contracting in lieu of public bidding for procurement 
of specific goods and or services, such as custodial services; and  
 

WHEREAS, said process allows for competition, the award being based on a 
methodology which includes an evaluation, ranking and weighing of criteria as well as cost; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to initiate the competitive contracting process for 
procurement of custodial services for the Borough of Metuchen; and  
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A.11-4-3(a) requires that in order to initiate competitive contracting, 
the governing body shall pass a resolution authorizing the use of competitive contracting each 
time specialized goods or services enumerated in N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1 are desired to be 
contracted.  
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Municipal Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen that it hereby authorizes the Administrator and all other Borough officials and 
employees to initiate the competitive contracting process for the procurement of a qualified 
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custodial service for the Borough of Metuchen in conformance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1 et seq; 
and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Council hereby authorizes the 

Administrator, with the assistance of the Borough’s legal counsel, and all other Borough 
Officials and employees, to prepare all documents and take all action pursuant to law necessary 
to engage in the competitive contracting process, including but not limited to the issuance of a 
Request for Proposals to identify and recommend an award of contract for Custodial Services 
Contract for the Borough; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Administrator, and all other officials 

and employees are hereby authorized to take all necessary actions in order to effectuate the terms 
and provisions of this Resolution.  

 
RESOLUTION 2021-290 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION 2021-175 AWARDING AND 
AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

CONTRACT WITH H2M ARCHITECTS & ENGINEERS FOR THE 
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN SERVICES CONCEPTUAL LAYOUTS 

FOR FIRE STATION SITE FOR A NEW STATION 
  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen has a need to amend Resolution 2021-175 
previously awarded for professional consultant services to assist the Borough for the 
architectural design services and feasibility study of the existing fire station site as an 
amendment to a contract previously awarded without competitive bidding (non-fair and 
open) pursuant to the provisions of <N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4; and  

 
WHEREAS, said services are of the nature of a professional service pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i), and, therefore, a contract for the services may be negotiated and 
awarded by the Borough without public advertising for bids and bidding therefore; and 

 
WHEREAS, said services are of the type contemplated by the New Jersey Local Unit 

Pay-To-Play Law (N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq.), and, therefore, a contract for the services 
may be awarded pursuant to a “fair and open” or “non-fair and open” process, both of which 
are defined in the law; and 

 
WHEREAS, the H2M Architects & Engineers submitted an amending proposal to 

perform additional services which was reviewed and evaluated by Borough Administrator; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough deemed it necessary to dedicate an additional $7,000 for 

continued services; and 

WHEREAS the maximum amount of the contract is amended and shall not exceed a total 
of $20,100.00 and the Chief Financial Officer has certified that there are sufficient funds for 
such contract and is available and is designated from 2021 Adopted Budget Administrative & 
Executive, Professional Services Fees appropriation line 1-01-20-701-028 for these services; 
and 

WHEREAS it is the desire of Borough Council to amend the award H2M Architects 
& Engineers of Parsippany, NJ a professional services contract for the architectural design 
services and feasibility study of the existing fire station site for a new station; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer's Certification of Funds has certified that 

there are sufficient funds for such contract and is available and is designated from Current 
Fund Adopted Budget, Administrative and Executive – Professional Services 1-01-20-701-
028 for these services. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough 
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of Metuchen as follows: 

1. The Borough Council hereby amends the award a professional service contract 
with H2M Architects & Engineers of 119 Cherry Hill Road, Suite 110, 
Parsippany, NJ 07054, a professional services contract for the architectural design 
services and feasibility study of the existing fire station site for a new station: and 
 

2. A notice of this action shall be printed once in The Home News Tribune. 

 
 

RESOLUTION 2020-291 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CANCELLATION OF 2020 TAX OVERPAYMENTS 
 
 WHEREAS, the following parcels have an overpayment of taxes: 
 
Block Lot Qual Property Location Amount Qtr/Year 
    3         44                     35 HOFER CT.                   -138.30 3rd/2020 
    3.1       11.1                   156 PLAINFIELD AVE.            -2,087.87 2nd/2020 
    4.3        5                     9 DORIAN RD.                   -43.32 3rd/2020 
    6.1        9                     89 NORRIS AVE.                 -3,172.78 4th/2020 
    7          1                     149 MASON DR.                  -1,228.60 4th/2020 
    8         51                     148 MASON DR.                  -4,094.55 3rd/2020 
   12         49                     19 ALDRICH AVE.                -12.45 3rd/2020 
   39         30                     14 WESTON ST.                  -1,971.45 3rd/2020 
   44          1.11                  14 MULBERRY LA.                -2,043.68 2nd/2020 
   48          3                     CENTRAL AVE                    -1,490.50 2nd/2020 
   51.1       15                     336 CENTRAL AVE.               -2,533.85 2nd/2020 
   51.08      35.02                  120 HARVARD AVE.               -921.45 4th/2020 
   51.10      18                     205 COLUMBIA AVE.              -4,776.98 3rd/2020 
   56          1                     41 MAPLE AVE.                  -2,521.93 1st/2020 
   66         12                     129 HAMPTON ST.                -12.66 3rd/2020 
   66         47                     111 HAMPTON ST.                -2,819.41 1st/2020 
   67         55                     49 SMITH ST.                   -3,353.63 1st/2020 
   68         48                     36 SMITH ST.                   -3,487.95 3rd/2020 
   74         26                     673 NEW DURHAM RD.             -3,393.77 4th/2020 
   78         37                     8 LYNN CIRCLE                  -2,378.84 1st/2020 
   85         24.02      -C024 - -   610 MIDDLESEX AVE.             -2,621.28 1st/2020 
   85         67.02      -C067 - -   35 FRANKLIN SCHOOL WAY         -11.83 1st/2020 
   93         59                     36 VICTORY CT.                 -1,386.85 1st/2020 
  105         20                     364 MIDDLESEX AVE.             -3,001.44 1st/2020 
  105         20                     364 MIDDLESEX AVE.             -1,042.28 4th/2020 
  107         10                     290 MIDDLESEX AVE.             -13.50 3rd/2020 
  117          6                     97 HIGHLAND AVE.               -4,267.20 1st/2020 
  123         20                     46 HILLSIDE AVE.               -2,196.78 4th/2020 
  125.1        8.2                   77 CLARENDON CT.               -3,886.19 2nd/2020 
  125.1       39.6                   65 STIRLING CT.                -4,928.63 3rd/2020 
  125.3        1.1                   147 HIGHLAND AVE.              -4,114.80 2nd/2020 
  125.3       23                     46 CLARENDON CT.               -4,170.38 3rd/2020 
  126          8.02                  216 GROVE AVE.                 -164.10 3rd/2020 
  126         17                     15 WOODSIDE AVE.               -3,314.85 4th/2020 
  126         61                     3 LEXINGTON DR.                -3,204.57 2nd/2020 
  126.8        2                     559 WAKEFIELD DR.              -3,662.12 4th/2020 
  127          1.2       -C-21 - -   21 BRIDGE ST. (BDG B)          -1,268.03 3rd/2020 
  127          1.2       -C-36 - -   36 BRIDGE ST. (BDG B)          -1,579.93 1st/2020 
  127          1.2       -C-36 - -   36 BRIDGE ST. (BDG B)          -1,579.93 2nd/2020 
  131.1        6         -C-411- -   165-411 ESSEX AVE.             -1,341.45 1st/2020 
  138         42.2                   83 KENTNOR ST.                 -3,551.62 4th/2020 
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  143.1        1.1                   166 HIGH ST.                   -511.91 4th/2020 
  143.1        6.10                  123 SPRING ST.                 -1,064.77 4th/2020 
  151         15.01                  235 MAIN ST.                   -22.53 2nd/2020 
  152         24.2                   335 HIGH ST.                   -45.75 3rd/2020 
  153          4         -C211C- -   22 KATE LA.                    -1,389.12 3rd/2020 
  154         39                     9 SUMMIT AVE.                  -2,723.32 4th/2020 
  154.6       87                     70 WHITMAN AVE.                -100.27 4th/2020 
  157         47                     88 LAKE AVE.                   -3,581.39 2nd/2020 
  158         55                     44 BRUNSWICK AVE.              -2,881.87 4th/2020 
  159         11                     33 BRUNSWICK AVE.              -1,200.00 4th/2020 
  160.1       47                     53 MAIN ST.                    -1,228.60 4th/2020 
  165         14                     35 HOMER PL.                   -2,732.38 4th/2020 
  172         58.2                   24 JONESDALE AVE.              -298.10 1st/2020 
  178         12                     36 DELAWARE AVE.               -2,729.70 3rd/2020 
  181         54                     32 HAZELWOOD AVE.              -2,631.96 1st/2020 
  183.1       15                     33 BISSETT PL.                 -462.06 1st/2020 
  186         50                     4 VOORHEES PL.                 -2,654.80 2nd/2020 
  186         50                     4 VOORHEES PL.                 -2,641.75 3rd/2020 
  186         69                     52 VOORHEES PL                 -663.06 3rd/2020 
  196          8                     22 AMBOY AVE.                  -2,032.11 3rd/2020 
  208        125                     30 TULSA AVE.                  -128.44 1st/2020 
  214         60                     12 SHEFFIELD PL.               -2,841.30 4th/2020 
  215         87                     35 ORCHARD AVE.                -108.16 3rd/2020 
Totals       -128,465.08   
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the above listed tax overpayment 
balances be canceled, in the amount of $128,465.08. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-293   
 

WHEREAS, by way of Resolution 2021-173, the Borough of Metuchen authorized the 
renewal of the liquor license for SK & SK, Inc. T/A Brown Stone Bar and Grill with special 
conditions; and  

 
WHEREAS, one of the special conditions of the renewal of license was that the hours of 

operation and the hours of sale alcoholic beverages at SK & SK, Inc. T/A Brown Stone Bar and 
Grill shall not be permitted beyond 12:00 a.m., seven days of the week; and 

 
WHEREAS, the current owner of SK & SK, Inc. appeared at the Mayor and Council 

meeting on December 13, 2021 and requested the Mayor and Council relax the condition of 
hours of operation and hours permitted for the sale of alcoholic beverages for New Year’s 
Eve/New Year’s Day from 12:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. on January 1. 2022. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council that they hereby 

temporarily waive Condition # 3 of Resolution 2021-73 to permit the hours of operation and sale 
of alcoholic beverages from 12:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. on January 1, 2022; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all remaining conditions of Resolution 2021-73 shall 

remain in full force and effect; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the within Resolution and the waiver of the 

condition contained herein shall be subject to all of the terms and conditions determined by the 
Chief of Police.  

 
Other New Business 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-292, authorizing the 
payment of the Bill List in the amount of $3,906,672.94 second by Councilmember Rubin, with 
all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-292 
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF THE BILL LIST  

 
  BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen that 
the proper warrants be drawn and all bills be paid totaling $3,906,672.94. 
 
 
The Mayor, Council, and others she has worked with spoke in honor of Councilmember Sheri-Rose 
Rubin, whose term ends December 31, 2021. Councilmember Rubin expressed her gratitude for 
everyone’s kind words and her hopes for the future of the Borough. 
Adjournment 
 
Councilmember Rubin made a motion to adjourn the meeting, second by Council President 
Koskoski, with all in favor, 6-0, the meeting was adjourned at 8:41 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Deborah Zupan 
Acting Borough Clerk 
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