
BOROUGH OF METUCHEN COUNCIL MINUTES 
March 9, 2020 

7:30 PM 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Borough Council was held in the Council Chambers of Borough Hall on 
Monday, March 9, 2020   
 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Busch.  
 
Adequate Notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, 
pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 231.  Said notice was sent to the Home News Tribune and Star 
Ledger on January 2, 2020, Posted in Borough Hall and on file in the Clerk’s Office.  All requirements of 
the “Open Public Meetings Act” have been satisfied. 
 
Mayor Busch gave an invocation to recognize and honor the death of Fred Hall, Sr. and asked all to rise 
for the flag salute. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Mayor Busch asked for a roll call. 
 
Present were Councilmembers Delia, Pagel, Rasmussen, Rubin, Council President Koskoski and Mayor 
Busch. Councilmen Hirsch was absent.  Also, present were Melissa Perilstein, Borough Administrator, 
Denis Murphy, Borough Attorney and Susan Jackson, Borough Clerk.   
 
Agenda Session 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to open the Agenda Session, second by Councilwoman 
Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 5-0. 
 
Councilwoman Rubin ask to add an appointment for Jack Meyer to the Metuchen Arts Council with a 
term ending 12/31/2022.  All are in favor of the addition. 
 
With no further actions taken, Council President Koskoski made a motion to close the Agenda Session, 
second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 5-0. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Mayor Busch opened Public Comment to any members of the public wishing to speak on any items 
except the ordinances on the agenda tonight. 
 
Seeing no one wishing to speak, Mayor Busch closed the Public Comment. 
 
Ordinance – Public Hearing 
 
Ordinance 2020-08 Calendar Year 2020 Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal 

Budget Appropriation Limits and to Establish a Cap Bank 
(N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14) 

 
Borough Clerk presented the affidavit of publication stating that said Ord. 2020-08 had been published 
one time in the Home News Tribune according to law on February 21, 2020. 
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Council President Koskoski moved that the affidavit of publication be received and filed, second by 
Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, the motion carried, 5-0. 
 
Council President Koskoski asked that Ord. 2020-08 be read by title only. 
 
Ord. 2020-08 was read by title only 
 
Mayor Busch opened the public hearing on Ord. 2020-08.  Seeing no one from the public wishing to 
speak, Mayor Busch closed the public hearing. 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to pass Ordinance 2020-08 on second reading and be 
published according to law, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen. 
 
Mayor Busch asked for a roll call vote. 
 
 Roll Call: Yes:    Delia, Pagel, Rasmussen, Rubin and Koskoski    
   Nays:  None 
 
Ordinance 2020-08 was adopted, 5-0 

ORDINANCE 2020-08 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
CALENDAR YEAR 2020 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET 

APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 
 (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14) 

 
WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S. 40A: 4-45.1 et seq., provides that in the 

preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget up to 2.5% unless 
authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, subject to 
certain exceptions; and, 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by 
ordinance, appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% 
percentage rate as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and,  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen in the County of Middlesex 
finds it advisable and necessary to increase its CY 2020 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year’s 
final appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and, 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council hereby determines that a 1.0% increase in the budget for 
said year, amounting to $ 141,736.41 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted 
by the Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and, 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council hereby determines that any amount authorized hereinabove 
that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation 
in either of the next two succeeding years. 



Borough Council Meeting 
March 9, 2020 

[3] 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor & Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex, a majority of the full authorized membership of this governing 
body affirmatively concurring, that, in the CY 2020 budget year, the final appropriations of the Borough 
of Metuchen shall, in accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14, be increased by 1.0 %, 
amounting to $ 141,736.41, and that the CY 2020 municipal budget for the Borough of Metuchen be 
approved and adopted in accordance with this ordinance; and,  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not 
appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of 
the next two succeeding years; and, 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed 
with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; and,  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the 
recorded vote included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such adoption. 

 
 
Regular Meeting 

Metuchen Downtown Alliance Minute Report – No report 

Council President Koskoski made a motion to approve the Borough Council Meeting Minutes of 
February 18, 2020, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with four in favor and one abstention from 
Councilman Pagel, motion passed, 4-0-1. 

Communications Consent Agenda – Items A - D 
 
Council President made a motion to move Communication Consent Agenda, Items A - D, second by 
Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 5-0 
 

A. Receive and Accept Metuchen Public Library Reorganization Meeting and Regular 
Meeting Minutes of January 9, 2020 

B. Receive and Accept Resignation of Leah Jiorle from the Human Relations Commission, 
effective immediately  

C. Receive and Accept Metuchen Parade Committee Meeting Minutes of February 24, 2020 
D. Receive and Accept Metuchen Human Relations Commission Meeting Minutes of 

October 8, 2019, November 12, 2019, December 10, 2019, January 7, 2020 and February 
4, 2020 

 
Mayor Busch introduced and welcomed Melissa Perilstein, the Borough’s new administrator. 
 
Reports of Councilmembers 
 
Mayor Busch opened Reports of Councilmembers. 
 
Council President Koskoski – 

- Council President Koskoski reminded everyone that the Census 2020 survey will be delivered 
shortly to each household and recommends that everyone responds on-line.  She reminded 
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everyone that it is so important to take the survey because it determines federal representation and 
the amount for grants rely on the count.  Former Councilwoman Inserro has agreed to head up the 
Census Committee in the Borough.  There will be videos posted to the Borough website to help in 
filing your survey hopefully by the end of this week. 

- The Census Committee will be holding their first event at the Farmers’ Market on March 21st.  
They will have a kiosk there to help people in filing their census on-line.    

- If anyone has any trouble filing, they can contact the Committee via email: 
metuchencounts2020@metuchen.com.  

 
Councilwoman Rubin –  

- Please check the Arts Council new website at www.metuchenartscouncil.com 
- Art Council events include March 15th from 2:00-3:30 at the Old Franklin Schoolhouse featuring 

Chamber music concert by Trio Metaphora in a musical tour of Spain and Latin America. 
- March 21st at 7:00PM at the Old Franklin Schoolhouse – Fireside Stories – a diverse group of 

authors, comedians, podcast and public radio personalities. 
- The Metuchen Alliance will be hosting its meeting this coming Thursday evening at 7:15 PM at 

Borough Hall. 
- The Accessibility Committee welcome the public to the first joint Accessibility Committee and 

Human Relations Commissions Book Club event on March 29th at 2:30 to 4:30 PM at the 
Metuchen Public Library.  The book is “The Adventures of Mrs. Tom Thumb”.  The event will be 
facilitated by Robin Brown. 

- Human Relation Commission is preparing for the next major event with is World Day, a 
celebration of culture in our community on May 17th from 12:00 to 3:00 PM.  Details to follow. 

- Councilwoman Rubin, on behalf of the Human Relation Commission, is thanking Leah Jiorle for 
her tireless efforts she has given to the Human Relations Commission and will be missed deeply 
as she has tendered her resignation from the Human Relation Commission. 

 
Councilwoman Rasmussen – 

- The Senior Citizen Commission is hosting the next movie day “A Beautiful Day in the 
Neighborhood” on March 18th at noon. 

- The Wolffe Ossa Law Attorney on March 18th from 10:30 to 11:30 AM at the Senior Center.  
You can come in for a free, private consultation. 

- On Wednesday, March 25th, the Wolffe Ossa Law Firm will host a formal presentation on the six 
critical points of estate planning.  They will discuss estate planning does and don’ts and how to 
make a plan custom built for each individual and how to protect your life savings. 

- The Environmental Commission will be meeting next week. 
- Councilwoman Rasmussen spoke with someone at PSE&G in the last week about the Street 

Lighting status and they said the Public Board of Utilities should be approving a plan for 
municipalities to purchase and then switch over from the current lighting to a much more 
economical, environmental friendly LED lights. 

 
Councilman Pagel –  

- The trees along Main Street will be cut down and replacing with new trees through the next few 
plantings.  The Shade Tree Commission will be planting Honey Locus Trees. 

- Councilman Pagel spoke on the positive feedback he is receiving on the speed reduction 
throughout the Borough. 

 
Councilman Hirsch – Absent 

   
Councilman Delia – 

- Traffic & Transportation Committee will be meeting next week at 7:00 PM. 

mailto:metuchencounts2020@metuchen.com
http://www.metuchenartscouncil.com/
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- Councilman Delia recognizes the statement from Councilman Pagel on the speed limit reduction.  
The Traffic & Transportation will continue to pursue the speed reduction on the other state 
roadways throughout the Borough. 

- TV & Technology Commission has already reached out to Congressman Pallone because of the 
many complaints with the price increases for Optimum Cable.  The public can contact the TV & 
Technology Commission by emailing metuchentvtech@gmail.com or jdelia@metuchen.com.  

 
Reports of Officers 
 
Denis Murphy, Esq. – No Report 
 
Melissa Perilstein, Administrator – 

- Thanked everyone for their warm welcome. 
- She addressed the Coronavirus preparedness.  She is working with the Mayor and OEM on how 

the Borough will address the work environment as updates are received. 
- She gave an update on the Durham Avenue water upgrade.  An information update has been 

posted on the website. 
- Tonight, the Borough Council will be awarding a contract to JC Contracting for the procurement 

and installation of rapid beacon crosswalks at the following intersections: Central Avenue at 
Liberty and Midland Avenues, Grove Avenue at Chrystal Street, Route 27 at Oak Avenue, S. 
Main Street at Lincoln Avenue, and S. Main Street at S. Brunswick and Myrtle Avenue.  She 
gave a brief synopsis of the process through the Federal Grant.  Mr. Muldoon will be heading up 
this project as the Director of Special Projects and will continue to give updates as this project 
advances.  The anticipation is that the installation will begin sometime in late spring. 

 
Council President Koskoski presented Councilman Hirsch’s report-  

- The Board of Health met last week to discuss the Borough’s response to the Coronavirus.  To 
date there has not been any reported cases of Covid-19 in Metuchen, but it will be a matter of 
time.  He reminded people that the best way to avoid getting the virus is to avoid crowds and be 
diligent in washing your hands. 

- Three members of the Board of Health have been appointed to work with OEM during this time. 
 

Report of the Mayor –  
- Mayor Busch spoke about the PSA he did last week on the Coronavirus and talked about the 

reminders of how to protect yourself. 
- The OEM met last week to discuss the virus and spoke about the procedures that will take place if 

the Borough needs to react as information gets updated.  He spoke about how the Borough is 
looking to help the Downtown restaurants and shops in the event that they need to close. 

- If the public needs to reach out to Mayor Busch or Councilmembers, please email him at 
jbusch@metuchen.com.  The Councilmembers’ emails are on the website. 

- The State has been posting information on their CDC website and Middlesex County is also 
posting information. 

 
Councilman Delisa stated that updates will be put on the Borough website as well as on the Borough’s 
Facebook and Twitter pages and Channel 15. 
 
New Business Consent Agenda – Resolutions 2020-82 thru 2020-94  
 
Council President Koskoski moved New Business Consent Agenda – R2020-82 thru R2020-94, second 
by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 5-0. 
 

mailto:metuchentvtech@gmail.com
mailto:jdelia@metuchen.com
mailto:jbusch@metuchen.com
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RESOLUTION 2020-82 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR THE FINAL DESIGN/ 

BID PHASE/ CONSTRUCTION PHASE FOR REPLACEMENT OF THE METUCHEN SEWAGE 
PUMP STATION 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain Civil Engineering Services with Specialization in 
Wastewater Engineering for the Final Design/ Bid Phase/ Construction Phase for the replacement of the 
Metuchen Sewage Pump Station pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 to CME Associates; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this specific engineering services for this award will be to provide the Final Design/ 
Bid Phase/ Construction Phase for the replacement of the Metuchen Sewage Pump Station; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the maximum amount of the contract is $600,000 and the Chief Financial Officer has 
certified that there is sufficient funds for such contract and is available and is designated from Capital Bond 
Ordinance C-04-55-935-002; and 
 
 WHEREAS, at the time of the construction phase of the project after the final project scope has been 
determined, a final proposal of construction phase services will be provided. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex are hereby authorized and directed to execute the contract for the 
same. 

RESOLUTION 2020-83 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR BOROUGH BOND 

COUNSEL FOR THE NJEIT FINANCING FOR THE METUCHEN PUMP HOUSE 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen has a need to acquire the services of a Borough Bond 
Counsel for the NJEIT Financing for the Metuchen Pump House as a fair and open contract pursuant to 
the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications were received on December 12, 2019 and reviewed by 
the Borough Administrator; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer anticipates that the value of the services rendered will 

exceed $5,000; and 
 

WHEREAS, Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer has submitted a proposal indicating they will provide 
the services of the NJEIIT Bond Counsel for the Metuchen Pump House; and 
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 WHEREAS, the maximum amount of the contract shall not exceed $15,000.00, and the Chief 
Finance Officer has certified that there is sufficient funds for such contract and is available and is 
designated from Capital Bond Ordinance 2020-04, C-04-55-935-002 for these services. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen as follows: 
 

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute an agreement with 
the firm of Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer, 90 Woodbridge Center Dr., P.O. Box 10, Suite 900, 
Woodbridge, NJ 07095 
 

2. This contract is awarded as a fair and open "Professional Service" in accordance with N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.4. 

 
3. A notice of this action shall be printed once in The Home News Tribune. 

 
RESOLUTION 2020-84 

 
Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF 2019 TAXES 

 
 WHEREAS, the following has made an overpayment of taxes, 
 
Name Block/Lot Address Amount  Year 

Jiawei Fu/Yichi 
Zhang 

158/71 64 Brunswick 
Ave 

$993.69 Overpayment A/O  4th qtr 2019 

 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the above listed property owner or agent be 
refunded property taxes as described in the amount of $993.69. 
 

RESOLUTION 2020-85 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING METUCHEN PARADE COMMITTEE TERMS 

 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen created the Metuchen Parade 
Committee by Ordinance 2019-17 adopted on October 29, 2019; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on January 1, 2020, the Borough Council appointed 
the Parade Committee Volunteers with staggering 3-year terms and the Borough Council need to adjust the 
terms of the following members:  
 
                                              Patricia Lucas-Schnarre                    12/31/2022 
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Jamie Schleck    12/31/2020 
Lynne Mueller    12/31/2022 
Brandan Flynn    12/31/2021 
Ellen Regan    12/31/2021 

 
RESOLUTION 2020-86 

 
Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

  
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND ESCROW BALANCE 

 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Office has requested that the following escrow account be closed and 
the balance be refunded to the depositor, 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Office has contacted the Board Engineer, Planner and Attorney for 
authorization to release the funds and determine the projects are closed, 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Office has provided a list to the Chief Finance Officer with a sign-off 
from the Board Professionals, that the following escrow project is complete and can be closed, and that no 
further billing from the professionals for this project will be paid, 
 
 WHEREAS, project 03-6371 I for this release is an interest bearing-split escrow account, 
 
 WHEREAS, the payment for release for project03-6371 I will include interest in addition to the 
amount shown in the chart below, 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen for the Chief 
Financial Officer/Tax Collector is instructed to refund, in the amount indicated, the following escrow 
balance to the depositor, as the project has been determined to be closed: 
 

      ESCROW 
     ACCOUNT 

AMOUNT DEPOSITOR 
 

03-6371 I  212.50 Metuchen Mower (Ben Bisogne) 
865 Middlesex Avenue 

 
RESOLUTION 2020-87 

 
Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION APPOINTING CLASS II MEMBER OF METUCHEN BOROUGH PLANNING 

BOARD – MELISSA PERILSTEIN 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen that Melissa Perilstein, 
Borough Administrator be appointed as a Class II member of the Planning Board, term to expire December 
31, 2020. 
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RESOLUTION 2020-88 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION APPOINTING INSURANCE FUND COMMISSIONER – MELISSA PERILSTEIN 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen is a member of the Central Jersey Municipal Joint Insurance 
fund; and,  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the by-laws of said Fund the Governing Body shall appoint an Insurance 
Commissioner to represent the Borough in conducting the business of the Fund. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on this 9TH day of March 2020 by the Mayor and 
Council of the Borough of Metuchen, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that: 

 
1.  Melissa Perilstein, Borough Administrator, be and is hereby appointed Insurance Commissioner 
for the year 2020 with the right to designate an alternate to act in his place should he be unable to 
attend any meeting of the Fund. 

 
2.  A copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Central Jersey Municipal Joint Insurance Fund. 

 
RESOLUTION 2020-89 

 
Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING CERTAIN SALARIES FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2020 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen that the pay of the 
officers whose pay range is established under Ordinance 2020-06 and amendments thereto and who is not 
covered by a collective bargaining agreement is hereby set for the calendar year commencing January 1, 2020 
as follows: 
 
FULL TIME OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 
 
$1,000 increase on 2019 base salary with 4.5% increase: 
 
 Chief of Police 
 Captain  
 Lieutenant 
  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that no officer or employee shall be paid at a rate which is above 
the maximum rate for any salary range in any of the aforementioned groups; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that unless otherwise provided for all new employees or newly 
promoted employees shall be paid at the minimum rate of the salary range for the position to which they are 
hired.  However, the Borough Administrator may hire a prospective employee who possesses qualifications 
for the position at a rate above the minimum rate, but in no case shall a new employee be hired at a rate which 
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is greater than that of a current employee in the same range. 
 

RESOLUTION 2020-90 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Metuchen 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONSTRUCTION 

CONTRACT IN THE AMOUNT OF $483,325.40 TO JC CONTRACTING INC., 
SUBJECT TO CONCURRENCE AND APPROVAL BY THE NEW JERSEY 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE SAFE ROUTES TO 
SCHOOLS – CROSSWALK LIGHTING IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT  

(FEDERAL PROJECT NO.: TAP-D00S (277), NJDOT JOB NO. 6610311)   
  
WHEREAS, by way of correspondence dated August 28, 2019, the Borough of Metuchen 

received a “Letter of Authorization” from the Department of Transportation of the State of New Jersey 
(“NJDOT”) advising that the Federal Highway Administration (“FHA”) authorized funding for the 
Crosswalk Lighting Improvements Project at various intersection locations in the Borough of Metuchen 
(Federal Project ROJECT NO.: TAP-D00S (277), NJDOT JOB NO. 6610311) in the amount of 
$312,461.00; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Letter of Authorization also set forth the terms, conditions and requirements for 

receipt of the funding for the Crosswalk Lighting Improvements Project, including but not limited to the 
execution of a Federal Aid Agreement as well as the requirement to advertise and publicly bid the 
Crosswalk Lighting Improvements Project pursuant to the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law, 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1, et seq.; and 

 
WHEREAS, by way of Resolution 2019-245, the Borough of Metuchen accepted the terms and 

conditions therewith, including but not limited to the authorization and execution of the Federal Aid 
Agreement for the Crosswalk Lighting Improvements Project; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen advertised for and received bids in accordance with the 

provisions of the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and  
 
WHEREAS, on November 6, 2019, the Borough of Metuchen received and publicly opened the 

following four (4) bids for Crosswalk Light Improvements Project: 
   
1.  $483,325.40 submitted by JC Contracting Inc., Rahway, NJ;   
2. $497,420.00 submitted by Zuccaro Inc., Saddle Brook, NJ;   
3.  $561,401.00 submitted by HBC Co. Inc., Lodi, NJ; and  
4. $634,960.58 submitted by Berto Construction, Inc., Rahway, NJ; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen reviewed the results of the bid opening along with the 

Borough Engineer’s estimate and determined that it was necessary to request additional funding for the 
Project and by way of letter dated January 27, 2020, the Borough requested additional funding from the 
NJDOT; and 
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WHEREAS, by way of correspondence dated March, 4, 2020, the NJDOT advised the Borough 
that its request for additional funding in the amount of $145,864.40 from the NJDOT had been granted 
which increased the total amount of funding for the Project to $458,325.40; and     

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed said bids and determined that the lowest responsive and 

responsible bidder is JC Contracting Inc., 681 Mill Street, Rahway, New Jersey with a bid in the total 
amount of Four Hundred Eighty-Three Thousand Three Hundred Twenty-Five Dollars and Forty Cents 
($483,325.40); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that it is in the best interest of the Borough 

of Metuchen to proceed with the Project and to award a contract to JC Contracting, Inc. in the total 
amount not to exceed $483,325.40 subject to concurrence and approval by the NJDOT; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified there are sufficient enough funds available 

for the award of this contract.   
 
NOW THEREREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Metuchen that 

it hereby awards a contract for the Crosswalk Lighting Improvements Project to JC Contracting, Inc., 681 
Mill Street, Rahway, NJ 07065 in the total amount not to exceed Four Hundred Eighty-Three Thousand 
Three Hundred Twenty-Five Dollars and Forty Cents ($483,325.40) subject to the concurrence and 
approval of the New Jersey Department of Transportation; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Council that the within award of contract is subject to 

the concurrence and approval of the New Jersey Department of Transportation and directs that the Mayor, 
Borough Clerk and all other Borough officials, employees and agents to refrain from executing a contract 
with JC Contracting Inc. until such time as the Borough receives written approval by the NJDOT; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Council that a certified true copy of this Resolution shall 

be furnished upon its adoption to the New Jersey Department of Transportation, and to JC Contracting 
Inc., 681 Mill Street, Rahway, NJ 07065 advising that the within award of contract remains subject to the 
approval and concurrence of NJDOT; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Metuchen that the Mayor, 

Borough Clerk and all other Borough officials, employees and agents are hereby authorized to execute 
any further necessary documents and to take any further actions in order to effectuate the within 
Resolution including the execution of a contract, and to comply with the terms and conditions of the 
Letter of Authorization and the fully executed Federal Aid Agreement. 

 
RESOLUTION 2020-91 

 
Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RELEASE OF THE PERFORMANCE BOND AND 

GUARANTEE FOR ROOF REPAIRS TO THE METUCHEN PUBLIC LIBRARY UPON THE 
POSTING OF A MAINTENANCE BOND 

 
WHEREAS, Northeast Roof Maintenance has posted, pursuant to the requirements of the 

Borough of Metuchen Land Development Regulations and Zoning Ordinance, Performance Guarantees, 
guaranteeing the roof improvements at the Metuchen Public Library; and   
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WHEREAS, Northeast Roof Maintenance has completed said improvements and has requested 

the release of said performance guarantees posted; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has made an inspection of the improvements and the 

Borough Engineer by letter dated March 4, 2020, a copy of which is attached hereto, and made part 
hereof, made a determination that all bonded improvements have been completed and are satisfactory and 
recommended the release of the performance guarantee in the amount of $43,500.00 (Surety Bond) upon 
the posting of a maintenance guarantee in the amount of $13,050.00 for a period of two years from the 
date of the within Resolution to insure against the defects in the bonded improvements acceptable in form 
by the Borough Attorney. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Metuchen that it 

hereby authorizes the release of the aforementioned performance guarantees in the amount of $43,500.00 
(Surety Bond) to Northeast Roof Maintenance, 649 Catherine Street, Perth Amboy, NJ 08861 upon 
satisfaction of the terms and conditions of the Borough Engineer’s correspondence dated March 4, 2020, 
including but not limited to the posting of a two (2) year maintenance guarantee in the amount of 
$13,050.00 to insure against defects in the bonded site improvements in the form acceptable by the 
Borough Attorney; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that prior to the release of any outstanding escrow funds, 

Northeast Roof Maintenance shall reimburse the Borough the costs of any outstanding fees for 
professional services and ensure sufficient funds are made available for payment; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough officials and employees are hereby authorized 

to take all necessary actions in order to effectuate the terms and provisions of this Resolution.  
 

RESOLUTION 2020-92 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AWARDING BID FOR 2020 OAKLAND PARK TENNIS COURT PROJECT 

CONTRACT TO HALECON, INC.  
 

 WHEREAS, there existed a need for tennis court resurfacing and repair services for 
Oakland Park capital improvements to be performed for the Borough of Metuchen in the County of 
Middlesex for 2020; and 
 

WHEREAS, said services are of the type contemplated by the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law (N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq.), and, therefore, a contract for the services may be awarded 
pursuant to a “fair and open” or “non-fair and open” process, both of which are defined in the law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough determined that it was in its best interests to proceed in a fair and open 
manner to obtain said services through the public advertising; and 
 

WHEREAS, bids were received by the Borough Clerk on March 3, 2020 for the 2020 Oakland 
Park tennis court resurfacing and repair; and 
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WHEREAS, the maximum amount of the contract with Halecon Inc. shall not exceed 
$173,500.00; and 

 
WHEREAS, the maximum amount of the contract is $173,500 and the Chief Finance Officer has 

certified that there is sufficient funds for such contract and is available from Capital Bond Ordnance 
2019-10, C-04-55-972-003 for this project. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen, in 
the County of Middlesex, as follows: 

 
1. The Borough hereby accepts, approves and authorizes the bid to Halecon, Inc., 136 Billian Street, 

Bridgewater, NJ 08807 in an amount not to exceed $173,500.00.  
 

2. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute an agreement with 
Halecon, Inc., 136 Billian Street, Bridgewater, NJ 08807, in a form acceptable to the Borough 
Administrator and Mayor to render the construction services for Oakland Park Tennis Courts. 

 
3. This contract is awarded as a fair and open "Construction Service" in accordance with N.J.S.A. 

19:44A-20.5. 
 

4. A notice of this action shall be printed once in The Home News Tribune. 
 

RESOLUTION 2020-93 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AWARD FOR IT SUPPORT AND CONSULTING SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen advertised for the receipt of bids on February 7, 2020 for IT 
Support and Consulting Services for a previously authorized competitive bid; and 
 
 WHEREAS, four (4) bid packages were requested and distributed to potential bidders; and 
 
 WHEREAS, two (2) bids were received by the Borough Clerk on or before March 3, 2020; and  
 
 WHEREAS, said bids were scored based on the criteria provided in the bid package; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a report criterion scoring ranking and recommendation of award is attached to this 
resolution; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the recommendation of award for IT Support and Consulting Services for the Borough 
of Metuchen is to award to TK1 Solutions; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the maximum amount of the contract shall not exceed $57,000.00 for contractual 
services, and for services outside the scope of the contract for an hourly rate not to exceed $135.00 per hour 
and the Chief Financial Officer's Certification of Funds has certified that there is sufficient funds for such 
contract and is available and is designated from Administration & Executive – Professional Services fund 
Account number 0-01-20-701-028 and 0-01-25-745-036, for these services. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen, 
County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute an agreement with TK1 
Solutions, LLC, 97 Main Street, Suite 205, Woodbridge, NJ 07095 for IT Support and Consulting. 
 

2. This contract is awarded as a fair and open "Professional Service" in accordance with N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.4. 
 

3. A notice of this action shall be printed once in The Home News Tribune. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and the Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed 
to execute the contract for the same. 

 
RESOLUTION 2020-94 

 
Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

  
RESOLUTION TO REFUND SIDEWALK ESCROW FEE 19-007 S - 

207 LAKE AVENUE 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with the Borough of Metuchen Ordinance, $188.00 was posted by Rebecca 
Seely for Sidewalk Security Deposit at 207 Lake Avenue; and 
 
WHEREAS, Rebecca Seely has decided not to move forward with the project and is requesting a refund; 
and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen for 
the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to release said funds in the amount of $188.00 to Rebecca 
Seely, for 207 Lake Avenue, Metuchen, NJ 08840. 
 
Other New Business 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to approve R2020-95; authorizing the Payment of the Bill List in 
the amount of $6,715,350.16, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carried, 5-0. 
 

RESOLUTION 2020-95 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF THE BILL LIST  

 
  BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen that the proper 
warrants be drawn and all bills be paid totaling $6,715,350.16. 
 
  I, Rebecca Cuthbert, Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Metuchen do hereby certify 
that funds are available for the payment of bills for the Borough of Metuchen. 
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Appointment 
 
Mayor Busch made the recommendation to appoint Lorraine Le Ster to the Metuchen Human Relations 
Committee for an unexpired term of 12/31/2021 and Jack Meyer to the Metuchen Arts Council for a Term 
ending 12/31/2022. 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to confirm Mayor Busch’s recommendations to appoint 
Lorraine Le Ster to the Metuchen Human Relations Committee for an unexpired term of 12/31/2021 and Jack 
Meyer to the Metuchen Arts Council for a Term ending 12/31/2022, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen,  
with all in favor, motion carried, 5-0. 
 
Adjournment 
 
 
Council President Koskoski made a motion to adjourn the meeting, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, 
with all in favor; the meeting was adjourned at 8:18 PM, 5-0. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Susan D. Jackson, RMC 
Metuchen Borough Clerk 
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