
 
        

BOROUGH OF METUCHEN COUNCIL MINUTES  
October 19, 2015  

7:30 PM 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Borough Council was held in the Council Chambers of Borough Hall on 
Monday, October 19, 2015.   
 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Vahalla.   
 
Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, 
pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 231.  Annual notice was published in the Home News Tribune on 
January 8, 2015, and posted In Borough Hall.  
 
The Invocation was given by Council President Grayzel and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Present were Councilmembers Leibfried, Rasmussen, Wallace, Council President Grayzel and Mayor 
Vahalla.  Councilman Muldoon was absent.  Also present were Jennifer Maier, Borough Administrator, 
Denis Murphy, Esq. and Susan Jackson, Borough Clerk.   
 
Agenda Session 
 
Council President Grayzel made a motion to open the Agenda Session, second by Councilman Leibfried, 
with all in favor, motion carries, 5-0. 
 
With no actions taken Mayor Vahalla asked for a motion to close the agenda session. 
 
Council President Grayzel made a motion to close the Agenda Session, second by Councilwoman 
Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carries, 5-0. 
 
Regular Meeting 
 
Fire Department Task Force Final Report 
 
Mayor Vahalla opened the Fire Department Task Force Report and asked Ms. Maier to open the report 
update. 
 
Ms. Maier introduced the members of the Task Force Committee: Mayor Vahalla, Fire Department 
Liaison; Ron Grayzel, Council President; Robert Donnan, Fire Chief, Ms. Maier, Borough Administrator; 
William Russell, Volunteer Fireman/Ex-Fire Chief; Thomas Herits, Borough Engineer/Volunteer 
Fireman; Jan Margolis, Traffic and Transportation member; Steven Epstein, Chamber of Commerce 
member; Rev. Mark B. McCreary, Pastor, Second Baptist Church of Metuchen; Tyreen Reuter, 
Metuchen-Edison Historical Society and Walter Zjawin, American Legion Post 65 Commander.  She 
stated that the purpose of the Task Force was to determine to what extent does Metuchen need a new 
firehouse and if so what factors should be taken into account. 
 
Mr. Russell presented a brief history on the fire house buildings within Metuchen and how the times have 
changed within the industry of fire protection.  He went over the current fire house and its history, the 
renovation that took place on the building in 1953 and the life expectancy of only 50 years until 2003.  He 
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spoke of the maintenance upkeep of the building through the efforts of Public Works and the Fire 
Department volunteers. 
 
Mr. Herits presented the information on the structural issues in the building caused by age and water 
penetration, such as; water damaged wood roof decking, split rafters, failing terra cotta truss pilasters, and 
a weakened roof structure at the valley. He gave an engineering cost estimate to renovate the existing fire 
house and bring it into greater code compliance of $1,862,868.00.  It would include building up the side 
walls and putting a completely new roof structure on the building. However, the same inherent 
deficiencies would still exist, such as an inadequate apron, limited parking, lack of ADA compliance, 
minimal storage areas. There would be additional significant temporary relocation cost due to ground 
lease, temporary structure, utilities, site work and maintaining the vehicles at a minimum of 50 degrees. 
The deficiencies were further elaborated in Rob Donnan and Jennifer Maier’s presentation. 
 
Fire Chief Donnan presented a PowerPoint presentation which highlighted all the issues that hinder the 
firefighters, such as, lack of appropriate height of the bays in order to lift the front cab for maintenance, 
inability to safely move around the apparatus due to the bays being too small in width and depth. He also 
spoke regarding the lack of rooms and space in and out of the building.  He went over the needs of the 
Metuchen Fire Department which include the following: to be centrally located within the Borough; a 
firehouse on 1.5 acre site; pull through bays to provide for two access points; parking for the volunteers; 
site area for confined space training and roof cutting; impound garage for police and provision for EMS.   
 
Fire Chief Donnan asked that if there are any questions please reach out and call him.   
 
Ms. Maier presented the Fire Department Program Requirements.  It was developed by touring other fire 
houses and then looking at the square footage of those fire houses and was it adequate or not.  They also 
looked at the rooms that were not necessary as a volunteer company vs. a fully paid fire company.  This 
list consists of rooms that are already in the current fire house today and those that aren’t in the building 
but are necessary.  Based on the list, the current fire house has about 1/8 of the required rooms of a typical 
fire house.  The list also includes the square footage of the required areas of a new structure. 
 
Rev. McCreary started out by giving the Borough of Metuchen a bid of thanks because of the lesson he 
learned through this process of how thriving towns are developed and maintained through their caring 
residents who give of their time and talents.  He stated that the Fire Chief had said “that the Fire 
Department exists to serve the public and the reason it exists is to service families, its businesses and its 
neighbors”.  That defines who these members are as a Task Force.  They went through all the challenges 
and information and came to the conclusion that time is essential in correcting the issues of the Fire 
Department.  They want to be able to develop the most efficient and effective safety resource center that 
is envisioned to serve for the next century.  They have asked the Borough Council and the residents to 
partner with the Task Force and make this vision a reality, one that will serve this generation and all 
future generations to come.   
 
Mayor Vahalla personally recognized all the members of the Task Force.  The Task Force has been 
meeting for almost a year and they have looked at a large amount of material.  The reports that have been 
presented tonight needs to be looked over very carefully as this is very important to the future of the 
Borough of Metuchen.  We need to provide a facility for Metuchen’s volunteer firefighters so that they 
can train and have the ability to do the job that they are trained to do.   
 
Mayor Vahalla stated that there will be an executive session to discuss the negotiating matter to look at 
about 16 sites around town.  The Borough Council will look very carefully at the information provided by 
the Task Force and look at the potential sites and narrow down the options, and come up with a plan to 
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address this without delay because it will only cost more by waiting.  If this isn’t dealt with now it can 
become a very severe crisis in the future.   
 
He thanked all the volunteers of the Metuchen Fire Department for all their time and service to the 
Borough of Metuchen.    
 

Council Minute Approval 
 
Council President Grayzel made a motion to reapprove the Regular Borough Council minutes of October 
5, 2015, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor,  minutes were approved, 5-0. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Mayor Vahalla opened Public Comment to any members of the public wishing to speak. 
 
Daniel Lebar, 581 Middlesex Avenue, Metuchen, met with a representative from Upfront Media in 
regards to the railroad bridges in town.  He will give the Borough Administrator the representative’s 
information so that she can contact him about the painting of the railroad bridges.   He also spoke about 
the common law trademark in regards to MeTV call letters.  He also commended the firefighters of the 
Borough for the job that they do and provide to the citizens of Metuchen. 
 
Tyreen Reuter, 16 Durham Ave, Metuchen is chair of the Historic Preservation Committee and they 
recently put together a book on why Metuchen is the “Brainy Borough”.  She is letting the public know 
that free copies are available at the Public Library.  Thanks to grant funding there are 2000 copies to give 
out.  They are also planning on a short program on Sunday, November 8, 2015 at the Library.  The 
Library will be opening up for the Historical Society Program.  This is the 100th anniversary of the 
borough’s defeat over Glen Ridge for the title of “Brainy Borough”. 
 
Seeing no one else wishing to speak, Mayor Vahalla closed the Public Comment. 
 
Communications Consent Agenda – Items A –C 
 
Council President Grayzel made a motion to move Communication Consent Agenda, Items A through C, 
second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carries, 5-0 
 

A. Receive and Accept Zoning Board of Adjustment Meeting Minutes of October 9, 2014 
and September 10, 2015  

 
B. Receive and Accept Metuchen Municipal Alliance Meeting Minutes of May 14, 2015, 

July 9, 2015 and September 10, 2015 
 

C. Receive and Accept Block Party/Street Closing for Home Street – October 24, 2015 from 
3pm to 10pm. 

 
Reports of Councilmembers 
 
Mayor Vahalla opened Reports of Councilmembers. 
 
Council President Grayzel –  
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 Last week Councilman Wallace and Council President Grayzel attended a hearing at Metuchen 
High School regarding the possibility of reducing the speed limit on Grove Avenue from 35 mph to 25 
mph.  He thanked the co-chairs of the Traffic and Transportation Commission, Jay Galeota and Tyreen 
Reuter for planning and executing the meeting.  He thanked Jennifer Maier, Bruce Peragallo and William 
Hoover for presenting information.  The Traffic and Transportation Committee will deliberate the issues 
at their November meeting and then make recommendations to the Council at its December meeting.   
 
 The Mayor has appointed a construction oversite committee.  The Engineer will be reporting on a 
monthly basis to the Mayor.  The Mayor will report, in detail, the status of the construction to the Council 
and public.  The Pearl Street Parking Lot is well under way and is proceeding according to plan.  They are 
looking to open the garage by next spring.  Demolition has been completed on the Whole Foods’ site.  
The hope is that Whole Foods will open by the end of 2016.   
 
 The Public Works has completed the installation of the second season on the side of the small 
shack at the tennis courts.  This is the continuation of the Public Art project sponsored by the Arts 
Council.  In March, the third season will be undertaken so please be on the lookout for that.   

 
Councilwoman Inserro – Has no report at this time 
 
Councilman Leibfried – 
 
 He attended the meeting briefly for Grove Avenue speed reduction.  He believes that the Borough 
is moving in the right direction to attack the concerns of the public for pedestrian safety.  He is happy to 
see the resolution on the agenda tonight that gives the authorization to put in the grant for a bike lane the 
length of Grove Avenue in Metuchen.   
 
 Pool Commission 

- The next Pool Commission meeting will take place on October 26th at 7:30 PM at Borough 
Hall. 

 
 Library Board 

- Continues to work on the strategic plan 
- There are some capital improvements that will be submitted to Borough Council for their 

consideration. 
- Programs and attendance at the Library has increased over the year. 

 
Councilwoman Rasmussen – 
  
 There has been a great response from the public for the fall tree planting.  Someone will be 
getting in touch with each person to schedule either a fall or spring planting. 
 
 The Borough of Metuchen received the Bronze Status Sustainable Jersey again this year.  She 
thanked the Green Team, Environmental Commission members, Shade Tree members, the community at 
large who come to the meetings, and Jennifer Maier, Borough Administrator for making this happen.  
Everyone has worked very hard and did very well.   
  
Councilman Wallace –  
 
 He thanked everyone who came out to the Grove Avenue public hearing.  It went very well.  It 
was well attended.   
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 Recreation Commission 

- Fancy painting on pumpkins will be this month on October 25th. 
 
 
Reports of Officers 
 
Denis Murphy, Esq. – 
 

- No report at this time.  
   

Jennifer Maier, Administrator – 
 
 Her focus has been on the Fire Task Force, Grove Avenue Report and the Bike Lane Grant for 
Grove Avenue.  She will have a more complete report at the next meeting. 
 
Report of Mayor 

 
He gave a tour to the second graders from Campbell School.  He thanked Officer Rob Ring for 

helping by taking half the students around.  They went around the building to see how borough 
government works and what happens at the Police Station. 

 
The American Legion will have a ribbon cutting on October 25th from 1 to 4 pm.  The ribbon 

cutting will be at 2 pm.  The public is invited. 
 
Pearl Street Parking Lot has a lot of activity each day.  They are still waiting for some permits on 

asbestos removal on the old American Legion Building so they can continue to demolish the building.     
 
On the day of the Fair, the Fire Department had to leave to respond to a fire at 144 Newman 

Street – Jefferson Park.  There were no injuries to people or pets but the family lost everything in the 
house.  Mayor is asking for help from anyone who is willing to donate to the family.  It can be in the form 
of gift cards, clothing, temporary housing, and/or food.  The PBA, Fire Department, Metuchen High 
School and the BIL are already helping the family.   The public can either call Mayor Vahalla or Tyreen 
Reuter with donations.  

 
He gave the Fire Department report for the month of September 2015. 
 

New Business – Resolutions 2015-272 through 2015-282 
 
Council President Grayzel moved New Business Consent Agenda – Resolutions 2015-272 through 2015-
282 for approval, seconded by Councilwoman Rasmussen. 
 
Councilwoman Inserro asked for some information on the resolutions for the Bike Lane on Grove Avenue 
and the Over-Height Detectors grants. 
 
Ms. Maier stated the Bike Way grant is for a permanent and delineated 8ft. wide bike path that would be 
painted a different color then the roadway with markers for bicycles.  It would be the entire length of 
Grove Avenue through Metuchen.  It would be on the right side of the roadway.  She is also looking at the 
possibility of constructing a sidewalk on the left side of the bridge by the high school.  She then spoke 
about the Over-Height Detectors.  They are actually a beam that will start to flash before a truck gets to 
the Main Street Railroad Bridge if they are over the maximum height.   
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Mayor Vahalla asked for a voice vote and with all in favor, motion carries, 5-0.   
 

RESOLUTION 2015-272 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SUBMITTAL OF A GRANT APPLICATION AND 
EXECUTION A GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION FOR THE DOWNTOWN MAIN STREET STREETSCAPE 
IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 

 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
formally approves the grant application for the above stated project. 
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit 
an electronic grant application identified as TV-2016-Downtown Main Street Streetscape Imp-00013 to the 
New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Metuchen.  
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign 
the grant agreement on behalf of the Borough of Metuchen and that their signature constitutes acceptance of 
the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-273 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SUBMITTAL OF A GRANT APPLICATION AND 
EXECUTION A GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION FOR THE LEONARD STREET IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 

 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
formally approves the grant application for the above stated project. 
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit 
an electronic grant application identified as MA-2016-Leonard Street Improvements-00373 to the New 
Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Metuchen.  
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign 
the grant agreement on behalf of the Borough of Metuchen and that their signature constitutes acceptance of 
the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement. 
 
  I, Rebecca Cuthbert, Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Metuchen do hereby certify 
that funds are available for the payment of bills for the Borough of Metuchen. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-274 
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Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SUBMITTAL OF A GRANT APPLICATION AND 
EXECUTION A GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION FOR THE OVER-HEIGHT DETECTORS PROJECT 
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
formally approves the grant application for the above stated project. 
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit 
an electronic grant application identified as SST-2016-Over-Height Detectors-00037 to the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Metuchen.  
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign 
the grant agreement on behalf of the Borough of Metuchen and that their signature constitutes acceptance of 
the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement. 

 
RESOLUTION 2015-275 

 
Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SUBMITTAL OF A GRANT APPLICATION AND 
EXECUTION A GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION FOR THE NORRIS AVE. AND MASON DR. IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
formally approves the grant application for the above stated project. 
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit 
an electronic grant application identified as MA-2016-Norris Av & Mason Dr Improvements-00375 to the 
New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Metuchen.  
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign 
the grant agreement on behalf of the Borough of Metuchen and that their signature constitutes acceptance of 
the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-276 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SUBMITTAL OF A GRANT APPLICATION AND 

EXECUTION OF A GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION FOR THE GROVE AVENUE BIKE LANE PROJECT 

 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
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formally approves the grant application for the above stated project. 
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, Administrator and Clerk are hereby 
authorized to submit an electronic grant application identified as BIKE-2016-Grove Avenue Bike Lane-
00052 to the New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Metuchen.  
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign 
the grant agreement on behalf of the Borough of Metuchen and that their signature constitutes acceptance of 
the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-277 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF STREET OPENING BOND 

 #2015-51 – 51 BEACON HILL DRIVE – MATTCO PLUMBING & HEATING, LLC 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the Borough of Metuchen Ordinance, $500.00 was posted by 
Mattco Plumbing & Heating, LLC as the required Performance Guarantees for Street Opening Bond #2015-
51 -  51 Beacon Hill Drive; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of Public Works advises that said work has been completed in a manner 
satisfactory to his department; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of Public Works advises it is in order to release the monies previously 
deposited, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by The Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized to release said funds in the amount of $500.00 to: 
Mattco Plumbing & Heating, LLC, 160 Liberty Street, Unit 3B, Metuchen, New Jersey 08840 as 
recommended by the Director of Public Works. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-278 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF STREET OPENING BOND 

 #2015-54 – 29 THOMAS STREET – MATTCO PLUMBING & HEATING, LLC 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the Borough of Metuchen Ordinance, $500.00 was posted by 
Mattco Plumbing & Heating, LLC as the required Performance Guarantees for Street Opening Bond #2015-
54 -  29 Thomas Street; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of Public Works advises that said work has been completed in a manner 
satisfactory to his department; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of Public Works advises it is in order to release the monies previously 

https://enterprisegrantapps.state.nj.us/NJSAGE/Menu_Object.aspx?objID=112465
https://enterprisegrantapps.state.nj.us/NJSAGE/Menu_Object.aspx?objID=112465
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deposited, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by The Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized to release said funds in the amount of $500.00 to: 
Mattco Plumbing & Heating, LLC, 160 Liberty Street, Unit 3B, Metuchen, New Jersey 08840 as 
recommended by the Director of Public Works. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-279 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF STREET OPENING BOND 

 #2015-56 – 15 BEACON HILL ROAD – AAA ALL SERVICE, INC. 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the Borough of Metuchen Ordinance, $500.00 was posted by 
Mattco Plumbing & Heating, LLC as the required Performance Guarantees for Street Opening Bond #2015-
56 -  15 Beacon Hill Road; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of Public Works advises that said work has been completed in a manner 
satisfactory to his department; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of Public Works advises it is in order to release the monies previously 
deposited, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by The Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized to release said funds in the amount of $500.00 to: 
AAA All Service, Inc., 1606 Route 27, Edison, New Jersey 08817 as recommended by the Director of Public 
Works. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-280 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF STREET OPENING BOND 

 #2015-65 – 34 JAMES PLACE – ROTO ROOTER 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the Borough of Metuchen Ordinance, $500.00 was posted by 
Mattco Plumbing & Heating, LLC as the required Performance Guarantees for Street Opening Bond #2015-
65 – 34 James Place; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of Public Works advises that said work has been completed in a manner 
satisfactory to his department; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of Public Works advises it is in order to release the monies previously 
deposited, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by The Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
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that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized to release said funds in the amount of $500.00 to: 
Roto Rooter, 80 Veronica Avenue, Somerset, New Jersey 08873 as recommended by the Director of Public 
Works. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-281 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF SITE IMPROVEMENT SURETY 
PERFORMANCE BOND GUARANTEE – FOX AND FOXX DEVELOPMENT LLC – BLOCK 
51.08, LOT 35-39 
 
 WHEREAS, Fox and Foxx Development LLC., has requested a release of the surety performance 
bond for site improvements on Block 51.08, Lot 35-39 located at 120 Harvard Avenue, Metuchen; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer in a letter dated June 9, 2014 and a memo from the Zoning 
Officer dated June 11, 2015 has reported that the contract has been completed in an acceptable manner; and  
  
 WHEREAS, Maser Consulting, P.A. and the Borough of Metuchen Zoning Officer recommended 
the full release of the Performance Guarantee Bond in the amount of $2,329.56 (Surety Bond) which had 
been posted on September 6, 2013; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to release said Performance Bond in the 
amount of $2,329.56 (Surety Bond) as recommended and directed by the Borough Engineer and Zoning 
Official to Fox and Foxx Development LLC, 940 Amboy Avenue, Edison, NJ 08837 upon final approval of 
the Borough Administrator and Legal Counsel. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-282 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN TO ENTER INTO A 

COOPERATIVE PRICING AGREEMENT FOR UTILITY SERVICES 
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11(5) authorizes contracting units to establish a Cooperative 
Pricing System and to enter into Cooperative Pricing Agreements for its administration; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Middlesex Regional Educational Services Commission, hereinafter referred to 
as the “Lead Agency” has offered voluntary participation in a Cooperative Pricing System for the 
provisions of utility services; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on October 19, 2015 the governing body of the Borough of Metuchen, County of 
Middlesex, State of New Jersey duly considered participation in a Cooperative Pricing System for the 
provisions of utility services. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough 
of Metuchen that the Borough does hereby authorize the agreement for Cooperative Pricing for the 
provisions of utility services, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen authorize the Chief Financial Officer to sign the Cooperative Pricing Agreement with the Lead 
Agency as pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11(5).  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Lead Agency shall be responsible for complying with the 
provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) and all other provisions of the 
revised statutes of the State of New Jersey. 

Other New Business 
 
Council President Grayzel made a motion to approve R2015-283; authorizing the Payment of the Bill List in 
the amount of $3,179,067.11 second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carries, 5-0. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-283 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF THE BILL LIST  

 
  BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen that 
the proper warrants be drawn and all bills be paid totaling $3,179,067.11 
 
  I, Rebecca Cuthbert, Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Metuchen do hereby 
certify that funds are available for the payment of bills for the Borough of Metuchen. 

 
Public Session 
 
Mayor Vahalla opened Public Session to anyone wishing to speak. 
 
Daniel Lebar, 581 Middlesex Avenue, Metuchen asked how much money was applied for Downtown 

Main Street Streetscape Grant (R2015-272) and what will it be paying for if granted.  Ms. Maier stated 

that the grant is for approximately $1,000,000 and it’s to redo the Street Scape along Main Street.  He 

asked the same question for the Over-Height Detectors (R2015-274).  Ms. Maier stated that the Borough 

never knows what will be received if awarded the grants.  The Borough can only submit the grants and 

hope for the best.  Ms. Maier pointed out that the resolutions do not list an amount as they are giving 

permission to submit only.  Mr. Lebar pointed out that a few years ago the residents at Woodbridge and 
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Grove objected to the signage of the “Share the Road” and asked if this bike lane will be in place of the 

signage.  Ms. Maier stated that the signs would be removed and the bike lane will be a dedicated lane.  

Mr. Lebar asked what utilities are affected by the Cooperative Pricing Agreement (R2015-282) and how 

would that purchasing agreement help the Borough vs. going out on their own for pricing.  Ms. Maier 

stated that this is for natural gas and electricity.  It is with Middlesex Regional Educational Services 

Commission.  They have a very large pool of groups in this cooperative buying agreement.  By serving a 

much larger group, it tends to get reduced pricing for its members.  If the pricing isn’t better, the Borough 

has an option not to participate.   

 
Seeing no one else wishing to speak, Mayor Vahalla closed the Public Session. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Council President Grayzel made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Councilman Leibfried, 
with all in favor; the meeting was adjourned at 9:05 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Susan D. Jackson, RMC 
Metuchen Borough Clerk 


