
 
        

BOROUGH OF METUCHEN COUNCIL MINUTES  
August 17, 2015  

7:30 PM 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Borough Council was held in the Council Chambers of Borough Hall on 
Monday, August 17, 2015.   
 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:34 p.m. by Mayor Vahalla.   
 
Adequate Notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, 
pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 231.  Said notice was sent to the Home News Tribune and Star 
Ledger on January 8, 2015, posted in Borough Hall and filed with the Borough Clerk.  All Requirements 
of the “Open Public Meeting Act” have been satisfied. 
 
The Invocation was given by Mayor Vahalla and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Present were Councilmembers Inserro, Muldoon, Rasmussen, Wallace, Council President Grayzel and 
Mayor Vahalla.  Councilman Leibfried was absent.  Also present were Jennifer Maier, Borough 
Administrator, Denis Murphy, Esq. and Susan Jackson, Borough Clerk.   
 
Agenda Session 
 
Council President Grayzel made a motion to open the Agenda Session, second by Councilwoman 
Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carries, 5-0. 
 
With no actions for the agenda session Mayor Vahalla asked for a motion to close the agenda session. 
 
Council President Grayzel made a motion to close the Agenda Session, second by Councilwoman 
Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carries, 5-0. 
 
Council Minute Approval 
 
Council President Grayzel made a motion to approve the Regular Borough Council minutes of July 20, 
2015, second by Councilwoman Inserro, with all in favor and one abstention from Councilwoman 
Rasmussen, Minutes were approved, 4-0, 1 abstention. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Mayor Vahalla opened Public Comment to any members of the public wishing to speak. 
 
Seeing no one wishing to speak, Mayor Vahalla closed the Public Comment. 
 
Communications Consent Agenda – Items A – G 
 
Council President Grayzel made a motion to move Communication Consent Agenda, Items A through G, 
second by Councilwoman Inserro, with all in favor, motion carries, 5-0 
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A. Receive and Accept Block Party/Street Closing for Upland Avenue, September 12, 2015 
 (Raindate: Sunday, September 13, 2015) from 2-9pm 
 
B. Receive and Accept Block Party/Street Closing for Hazelwood Avenue – between New York 
 Avenue & Delaware Avenue – August 22, 2015 from 12 – 10pm. 
 
C. Receive and Accept Block Party/Street Closing for School Street – September 12, 2015 
 (Raindate: September 13 or 19, 2015) from 2 -9pm 
 
D. Receive and Accept Block Party/Street Closing for Carson Avenue – September 6, 2015 (includes 
 the cross street of Hanson Avenue) from 2pm 
 
E. Receive and Accept Request for New Hope Baptist Church Flea Market – September 12, 2015 
 (Raindate: September 19, 2015) from 9am – 3pm 
 
F. Receive and Accept “Turn the Towns Teal” National Campaign for Ovarian Cancer – September 
 2015. 
 
G. Receive and Accept Metuchen Development Commission Meeting Minutes of May 6, 2015 and 
 June 3, 2015 
 
Reports of Councilmembers 
 
Mayor Vahalla opened Reports of Councilmembers. 
 
Council President Grayzel – 
 
      Ordinance 2015-10 - “Vacant and Abandoned Properties and Storefronts in the Borough of 
Metuchen” is going to be introduced tonight.  Last week Mayor, Borough Administrator and Council 
President Grayzel met with the Middlesex County Realtors.  The Realtors had requested a meeting to go 
over language concerns with the ordinance.  Before the meeting, the Borough Administrator consulted 
with their Executive Director and had reached an agreement on language changes.  All concerned have 
agreed with the language changes, the Realtors are now in full support of the ordinance as amended.   
 
 This morning a preconstruction meeting was held for the District of Metuchen, Whole Foods 
project.  The site work has already begun.  Once Metuchen Hardware has been demolished, the site work 
will pick up speed.  It is anticipated that the completion and opening of the Whole Food phase will be by 
the end of 2016.   
 
 This past Sunday evening there was an event at the Brown Stone Bar and Grill.  Chief Irizarry 
informed the Council that there was a threat against the event if it took place.  There were two police 
officers stationed across the street monitoring the event due to this threat.  No incident happened but there 
was great concern due to the number of people, traffic, parking and loud music as a result of the event.  
Council President Grayzel stated that they should have applied for a permit to host the event or at the very 
least, talk to the Administrator and Police Chief prior to Sunday so that the Borough could have input on 
handling any issues that might arise on the day of the event.  Council President Grayzel stated that he is 
very disappointed in the owner for allowing this event to move forward.   He hopes that there is an 
explanation as well as no further major events at the Brown Stone.  He wants it known that he will not 
consider renewing the liquor license next year.   
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 Arts Council -  
- The Summer Concerts are in full swing.  Spider Monkey is this coming Thursday,  

August 20, 2015.  The concerts have been well attended and appreciated by all.  
 
Mayor Vahalla spoke about the issues with Brown Stone and other issues from the past.  He spoke about 
was the parking of cars at Bridge Point and has great concerns about the liability of parking cars there 
without the owner’s knowledge.  He has asked Mr. Murphy to investigate the Borough’s Ordinances with 
events and areas for outdoor dining.  He asked that Chris Cosenza be brought into this investigation.  He 
asked that Mr. Murphy tighten up the ordinances to have better control in the future.   
 
Councilwoman Inserro – 
 

Senior Citizen Commission – 
- Senior Citizen Commission will be participating in the Middlesex County Office of Aging 

and Disable Senior Health and Fitness Walk on September 30, 2015 in Roosevelt Park from 
10am to 1pm.  Registration is required before September 9th so please call the Senior Center 
at 732-632-8524. 

- The Director of the Senior Center will be holding a session on Emergency Preparedness on 
September 18, 2015 at 10:30am.  This session is sponsored by Bright Star.  Call the Senior 
Center for more information. 

- The next meeting of the Senior Citizen has been postponed and will be rescheduled sometime 
in October.   
  

 Municipal Alliance – 
- On behalf of the Metuchen Municipal Alliance, Councilwoman Inserro thanked all those that 

came out for National Night Out on Tuesday, August 4th.  It was a great event.  She thanked 
all the volunteers who came and staffed the tables as well as the representatives of the Police, 
Fire, EMS, Library, Recreation, the Community Vendors and supporters. 

- The next meeting of the Metuchen Municipal Alliance is September 10, 2015. 
 

 Board of Health – 
- The next meeting for Board of Health is meeting September 9, 2015 at 7:30pm. 

 
Councilman Muldoon – 
 
      Parking Authority – 

- Parking Authority meeting will be held tomorrow night at 7:30pm at the Parking Authority 
Building on Pearl Street. 

 
Councilwoman Rasmussen – 
 
 She sends her very heartfelt thanks to all the residents of Metuchen who have supported her and 
her family during the very difficult time during Raymond’s injuries and continual recuperation.  There has 
been such an outpouring of love and support from all that it is very overwhelming and there aren’t enough 
words to express how much they appreciate everyone. 
 
 There is a blood drive on Thursday, August 27, 2015 from 1:30 to 7:30pm at What’s the Scoop.  
For everyone who donates blood, a free slice of pizza and a scoop of ice cream as a thank you.   It is so 
important to try to donate blood. 
 
 Councilwoman Rasmussen also spoke about the issues with the Brown Stone. 
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 The Borough Council will be adopting the Anti-Idling Resolution tonight.  It is very important to 
understand the health concerns that can evolve due to the idling pollutants.  It is not only a health issue 
but an environmental issue as well.   The Environmental Commission and Green Team are very aware of 
the dangers of the pollutants from idling and they want to make sure that all residents are protected from 
these pollutants.  Signs will be installed in the appropriate areas such as the schools and other places 
where people idle.   
 
 Developmental Commission – 

- Is working with the Parking Authority on beautifying the area of the Train Station.  The 
Parking Authority has donated $4,000 for the beautification project.  The Public Works 
Department is coming up with the plan and it will be something that all the residents will be 
proud of.   She thanked Councilman Muldoon for all his support with the Parking Authority.   
Councilman Muldoon stated that the planting is scheduled to start in September. 

  
Councilman Wallace –  

- His commissions did not meet in August.   
- He wants to remind everyone that the public meeting for the Grove Street speed reduction 

will be held in October.  
 
Reports of Officers 
 
Denis Murphy, Esq. – 

- No report at this time.  
   

Jennifer Maier, Administrator – 
- There is a resolution on tonight’s agenda to appointing her as the QPA and increasing the bid 

threshold amount which currently stands at $6,000 for quote threshold and $40,000 for bid 
threshold for the State.  It will be a benefit to the Borough.   

- There is a resolution tonight for a professional appointment of a Fire Department Consultant who 
will give feedback on recruitment and retention and the general day-to-day structure of the Fire 
Department to see how it can be enhanced for the future.   

- There is also a resolution to authorize an EPA “Local Food, Local Places” grant application 
which will be for a community garden located at the trailhead of park site. 

- There is a resolution authorizing a change order for Jack Cwyl and Son Builders.  This pertains to 
unforeseen conditions in the bathrooms at the pool.    

- Maser has done mapping that shows alternative locations just in case the new fire house location 
will have to be moved.   She will be setting up a Fire Task Force meeting in September. 

- The County has been notified to set up a noise meter reading at the Brown Stone.  She is waiting 
for a return call from the County Environmental Office. 

- The interns from Metuchen High School have been doing a great job this summer. 
- The bids were opened on Wednesday, August 12th for the 2015 Road Projects.  The bids came in 

very high and the funding available isn’t enough, some bonds are going to be repurposed at the 
first meeting in September and an award will be made at the second meeting in September after 
the second reading of the bonds.  This work is for Bridge Street and New Durham Road.   

- We met with Workforce Development to talk about their programs.  They have programs were 
we will be able to get interns to come in and work at the Borough at no cost to the Borough.  We 
will be following up on that. 
 

 
Report of Mayor 
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- National Night Out was another huge success and wants to thank all the volunteers and people 
who came out for the evening.  He wanted to give additional thanks to Friendly’s and Target.  
Friendly’s has been allowing the use of their parking lot for the last few years for the event.  The 
Auxiliary Police did a great job in crossing people from Route 27.   

 
 This morning‘s meeting with Renaissance about Whole Foods it was discussed when they will 
start construction.  Currently they are waiting for the permit for the asbestos removal before Metuchen 
Hardware Building can be torn down.  They are hoping that the demolition will take place this September 
for both the Hardware Store and the Watson house.  Also, starting in mid-September, they will be 
cleaning the storm drain under the supervision of the Borough Engineer.  It will start at the end of the 
system which should save money because that is where the biggest build-up is.  Renaissance will be 
coming before the Planning Board sometime in September to present their vision for the remaining part of 
the property 
 

On August 20th the Planning Board will be meeting and having a public hearing on the following 
two areas in need redevelopment with the Borough Planner – 503 Middlesex Avenue and Gulton Tract.  

 
Mayor Vahalla gave the Metuchen Fire Department report for June and July 2015.  There is also 

an appointment of a cadet to become a full-fledged firefighter.   
 
New Business – Resolutions R2015-204 and R2015-207 through R2015-222 
 
Council President Grayzel moved New Business Consent Agenda Resolutions R2015-204 and R2015-207 
through R2015-222 for approval, seconded by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion 
carries, 5-0.   
 

RESOLUTION 2015-204 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ENTRY INTO, AND THE EXECUTION OF, AN 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN AND THE PARKING 
AUTHORITY OF THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN FOR ANNUAL PAYMENTS TO THE 
BOROUGH OF METUCHEN FOR PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen and the Parking Authority have previously entered into 
agreements in 1966, 1989, 1994 and in 2005 relating to annual payments made by the Authority to the 
Borough in lieu of taxes as authorized by N.J.S.A. 40A:11A-19  and  

 
WHEREAS, the financial circumstances of the Authority have since changed, to wit; the 

Authority operating cash reserve has remained relatively constant; the market value of Authority land has 
appreciated since 2005; the Authority has leased a portion of the Pearl Street lot for construction of a new 
public parking deck; and the Authority has also sold or is in the process of selling a portion of the Pearl 
Street Parking lot for mixed use residential/commercial development and a public plaza; and  

 
WHEREAS,  the Borough and the Authority desire to revise the 2005 agreement and formula to 

provide a fair payment by the Authority in lieu of taxes to the Borough; and  
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WHEREAS, representatives of the Borough and the Parking Authority have met and determined 
a formula for the calculations of payments equitable to both the Parking Authority and the Borough of 
Metuchen for their operation, which is set forth in the Agreement attached hereto.  

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Metuchen hereby authorizes the 

entry into and the execution of an Agreement between the Borough of Metuchen and the Parking 
Authority of the Borough of Metuchen for annual payments to the Borough as payment in lieu of taxes in 
the form consistent to the Agreement attached hereto; and. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough officials and employees are 

hereby authorized to take all necessary actions in order to effectuate the terms and provisions of this 
Resolution, including but not limited to the execution of the Agreement consistent with the form attached 
hereto.  
 

RESOLUTION 2015-207 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION APPOINTING A QUALIFIED PURCHASING AGENT AND INCREASING THE 

BID THRESHOLD 
 
 WHEREAS, the recent changes to the Local Public Contracts Law gave local contracting units 
the ability to increase their bid threshold; the amount of which shall not exceed the statutory maximum 
bid threshold; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3a permits an increase in the bid threshold if a Qualified 
Purchasing Agent is appointed as well as granted the authorization to negotiate and award such contracts 
below the bid threshold; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5-34-5 et seq. establishes the criteria for qualifying a Qualified Purchasing 
Agent; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Jennifer Maier possesses the designation of Qualified Purchasing Agent as issued 
by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services in accordance with N.J.A.C 5:34-5 et seq.; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, Borough of Metuchen desires to take advantage of the increased bid threshold; and 
 
 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen, hereby appoint Jennifer Maier as the Qualified Purchasing Agent to exercise the duties of a 
purchasing agent pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(30), with specific relevance to the authority, 
responsibility, and accountability of the purchasing activity of the contracting unit; and increases its bid 
threshold, the amount of which shall not exceed the statutory maximum bid threshold; and 
  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:34-5.2 the Borough Clerk 
is hereby authorized and directed to forward a certified copy of this resolution and a copy of Jennifer 
Maier’s certification to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services. 
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RESOLUTION 2015-208 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR AFFORDABLE 

HOUSING/COAH COMPLIANCE SERVICES 
 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the value of 
the acquisition will exceed $3,000; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is one year; and 
 

WHEREAS, Frank Piazza of the firm Piazza and Associates has completed and submitted a 
Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Frank Piazza of the firm Piazza and 
Associates has not made any reportable contributions to the Borough of Metuchen, municipal candidate or 
holder of the public office having ultimate responsibility for the award of the contract, or campaign 
committee supporting such candidate or officeholder, or to the Borough of Metuchen or  Middlesex 
County party committee, or to any political action committee (PAC) that regularly engages in the support 
of municipal elections and/or municipal parties in excess of the thresholds specified in borough ordinance 
within one calendar year immediately preceding the date of the contract or agreement, and that the 
contract will prohibit Frank Piazza of the firm Piazza and Associates from making any reportable 
contributions through the term of the contract; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Frank Piazza will be providing the services of Affordable Housing/COAH 
Compliance Services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the maximum amount of the contract is $5,000.00 and funds will be available in the 
2015 Budget as evidenced by the Chief Financial Officer's Certification; and 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex, as follows: 
 
 1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute an agreement 
with Frank Piazza of the firm Piazza and Associates, 216 Rockingham Row, Princeton Forrestal Village, 
Princeton, NJ 08540 in amount not to exceed $5,000. 
 
 2.  This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a "Professional Service" in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 and the Local Public Contracts Law because the contract is for a 
professional service in the amount not to exceed $5,000. 
 
 3. A notice of this action shall be printed once in The Home News Tribune. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the 
Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-209 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
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County of Metuchen 
State of New Jersey 

 
APPOINTING AND AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT FOR SPECIALIZED 

CONSULTANT SERVICES FOR METUCHEN VOLUNTEER FIRE 
DEPARTMENT– VFIS 

  
WHEREAS, there exists the need for specialized consultant services for Metuchen Fired Department of 
the Borough of Metuchen during 2015; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator contacted the National Volunteer Fire Council who 
recommended VFIS and their proposal was received, dated August 11, 2015, for consultant services for 
the year 2015; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposal was reviewed and evaluated by Borough Administrator and Robert Donnan, 
Fire Chief; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Borough Administrator that a contract for consultant service 
be awarded to VFIS of York, Pennsylvania; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is the desire of Borough Council to appoint VFIS of York, Pennsylvania as  the 
specialized consultant services for Metuchen Fire Department effective August 17, 2015; and 
 
WHEREAS, the cost for the proposed services shall not exceed $4,500.00 without further approval by 
the Borough Council; and 
 
WHEREAS, funds for this purpose will be made available in the 2015 budget; and 
 
WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is for the balance of 2015, and it may only be renewed 
upon further action of the Borough Council; and 
 
WHEREAS, this contract is awarded as a “non-fair and open contract” pursuant to and in accordance 
with the Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the 
Borough of Metuchen that the Mayor is authorized to execute and the Borough Clerk to attest an 
agreement between the Borough of Metuchen and VFIS, 183 Leader Heights Road, PO Box 2726, York, 
Pennsylvania 17405 for specialized consultant services for the year 2015. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-210 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PROCESS AND SUBMISSION OF 2015 GRANT  

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey desires to further 
the public interest by obtaining the following grants from the State of New Jersey;  
 

2015-2016 EPA Smart Growth “Local Foods, Local Places”  
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen as follows: 
  

1) The Borough of Metuchen does hereby authorize Jennifer Maier, Metuchen Borough Administrator, 
to prepare and submit the grant application and if awarded, to execute all grant agreements of the 
following grant: 2015-2016 EPA Smart Growth “Local Foods, Local Places”. 

 
R2015-211 

 
Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex  
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION – REFUND OF PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED TAXES 

 
WHEREAS, the following has made an overpayment of taxes that has been previously cancelled 

by the Borough, 
 

WHEREAS, proper documentation has been filed with the Collector of Taxes so that the 
following amount(s) can be released: 
 
Name Block/Lot Address Amount  Year 

Anne Troland 
Oghia 

143/15.2 14 Cliffwood 
Place 

3,347.56 Duplicate payment 
previously 
cancelled 

2nd qtr 2010 

 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the above listed property owner or agent be 
refunded $3,347.56 in previously cancelled taxes. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-212 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING “IDLE FREE ZONE”  

 
 WHEREAS, emissions from gasoline and diesel powered vehicles contribute significantly to air 
pollution, including greenhouse gases, ozone formation, fine particulates, and a multitude of potentially 
harmful pollutants that can trigger an asthma attack and other ailments; and 
 
 WHEREAS, asthma is a significant public health concern in New Jersey, especially among 
children (up to 25% of New Jersey’s school age children are asthmatic) and the elderly; and 
 
 WHEREAS, for every gallon of gasoline used, the average car produces about 20 pounds of 
carbon dioxide (CO2), the largest contributor to greenhouse climate change, with one-third of greenhouse 
gas emissions coming from the transportation sector; and 
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 WHEREAS, the U.S. Argonne National Laboratory estimates that about 20 million barrels of 
diesel fuel are consumed each year by idling long-haul trucks (estimated truck emissions total about 10 
million tons of CO2, 50,000 tons of nitrogen oxides, and 2,000 tons of particulates); and 
 
 WHEREAS, we can avoid producing unnecessary greenhouse gas emissions and exposure to air 
toxics by reducing or eliminating wasteful vehicle idling; and 
 
 WHEREAS, petroleum-based gasoline and diesel fuel are nonrenewable fuels and should be 
used wisely and not wasted; and  
 
 WHEREAS, idling is not generally beneficial to a vehicle’s engine because it wears engine parts; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, idling more than 10 seconds uses more fuel and emits more pollutants than turning 
a warm engine off and on again; and 
 
 WHEREAS, idling for more than 10 minutes uses as much fuel as it takes to travel 5 miles; and 
 
 WHEREAS, vehicle idling occurs in locations (e.g. school grounds, parking lots, drive-through 
windows, business centers, etc.) where New Jerseyans can be exposed to air pollutant emissions; and 
 
 WHEREAS, moving beyond New Jersey’s existing no-idling code of 3 minutes would 
significantly improve public health, air quality, reduce costs and greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
support the adoption of “Idle Free Zones” by government agencies, schools, businesses, and other 
organizations by: 
 

1. Encouraging any gasoline or diesel powered motor vehicle to turn off their engines after 10 
seconds if they plan to remain at that location for more than 30 seconds. 

 
2. Ensuring idling does not occur at idle-frequent locations such as school drop-off and pick up, 

drive through windows, gas stations, parking lots, Business center, etc. 
 

3. Maintaining municipal vehicles to eliminate any visible exhaust. 
 

4. Enforcing existing violations and penalties under New Jersey’s existing no-idling code. 
 

5. Supporting broad education of the public about the health, environmental and economic impacts 
of idling and ways to reduce idling. 

 
RESOLUTION 2015-213 

 
Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF STREET OPENING BOND 

 #1106 – 11 WEST WALNUT STREET – MURPHY BUILDING 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the Borough of Metuchen Ordinance, $500.00 was posted by 
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Murphy Building as the required Performance Guarantees for Street Opening Bond #1106 – 11 West Walnut 
Street; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of Public Works advises that said work has been completed in a manner 
satisfactory to his department; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of Public Works advises it is in order to release the monies previously 
deposited, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by The Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized to release said funds in the amount of $500.00 to: 
Murphy Building, 157 Main Street, Metuchen, New Jersey 08840 as recommended by the Director of Public 
Works. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-214 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF STREET OPENING BOND 

 #2015-33 – 209 CENTRAL AVENUE – SHORE SYSTEMS GROUP, LLC 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the Borough of Metuchen Ordinance, $500.00 was posted by 
Murphy Building as the required Performance Guarantees for Street Opening Bond #2015-33 – 209 Central 
Avenue; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of Public Works advises that said work has been completed in a manner 
satisfactory to his department; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of Public Works advises it is in order to release the monies previously 
deposited, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by The Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized to release said funds in the amount of $500.00 to: 
Shore Systems Group, LLC, 361 Harper Avenue, Brick, New Jersey 08724 as recommended by the Director 
of Public Works. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-215 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
 

RESOLUTION REFUNDING SIDEWALK ESCROW FEE #15-015 
20 CARSON AVENUE 

 
WHEREAS, Suzanne Morris posted $260.00 for apron and sidewalk escrow fees at 20 Carson 

Avenue; and 
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WHEREAS, the Planning Board Secretary has requested that the escrow fees be refunded to 
Suzanne Morris, 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Suzanne Morris be refunded $260.00 

from the Sidewalk Inspection Escrow account. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-216 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION REFUNDING SIDEWALK ESCROW FEE #15-021 

24 HIGHLAND AVENUE 
 

WHEREAS,  Thorne Masonry posted $24.00 for sidewalk escrow fees at 24 Highland Avenue; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board Secretary has requested that the escrow fees be refunded to 
Thorne Masonry, 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Thorne Masonry be refunded $24.00 

from the Sidewalk Inspection Escrow account. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-217 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION REFUNDING SIDEWALK ESCROW FEE #15-022 

204 MIDLAND AVENUE 
 

WHEREAS, LoChiatto Paving & Masonry Co. posted $384.00 for apron and sidewalk escrow 
fees at 204 Midland Avenue; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board Secretary has requested that the escrow fees be refunded to 
LoChiatto Paving & Masonry Co., 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that LoChiatto Paving & Masonry Co. be 

refunded $384.00 from the Sidewalk Inspection Escrow account. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-218 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION REFUNDING SIDEWALK ESCROW FEE #15-024 

186 MASON DRIVE 
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WHEREAS, John Milich posted $948.00 for curb, apron and sidewalk escrow fees at 186 Mason 
Drive; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board Secretary has requested that the escrow fees be refunded to 
John Milich, 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that John Milich be refunded $948.00 

from the Sidewalk Inspection Escrow account. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-219    
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
REFUND OF OTHER FEES & PERMITS – BUILDING PERMIT #15-0521 

MATTCO PLUMBING & HEATING, LLC 
 
 WHEREAS, Mattco Plumbing & Heating, LLC, 160 Liberty Street, Unit 3B, Metuchen, NJ  08840, 
made payment on July 7, 2015 in the amount of $52.00 for a Plumbing Permit fee for the replacement of a 
sewer line; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the homeowner, Rhonda Silverman, 51 Beacon Hill Drive, Metuchen, NJ, no longer 
wishes to have the work performed; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the DCA (State) fees of $2.00 are non-refundable; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance #2015-07 a 20% plan review fee of $10.00 shall be deducted 
from the total permit fee to be returned; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen, 
that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and directed to refund Mattco Plumbing & Heating, 
LLC, 160 Liberty Street, Unit 3B, Metuchen, NJ 08840, in the amount of $40.00 for a Plumbing Permit fee. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-220 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER #1 CONTRACT INCREASE FOR JACK 

CWYL & SON BUILDERS.  - IMPROVEMENTS TO MUNICIPAL POOL SHOWER ROOMS 
 
 WHEREAS, the Municipal Pool Shower Room Improvements project has been approved in a 
contract between the Borough of Metuchen and Jack Cwyl & Son Builders in the amount of $17,030 on April 
20, 2015.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on May 6, 2015 the Borough received a Change Order in the amount of $1,550.00 for 
unforeseen conditions under the existing tile, necessitating additional preparation work. The Borough 
Administrator visited the site, met with the contractor and approved the Change Order for the following 
reasons: The conditions were unforeseen, the repair would result in a better end product, there was a deadline 
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of the pool opening on Memorial Day which did not allow time for a formal bid process which is required 
when the bid threshold of $17,500 is exceeded, there would have been a liability issue for the contractor if 
another contractor was brought in to prepare the substrate, and the amount was de minimis.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the net increase to the Borough for Change Order #1 is $1,550.00;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
that the proper officials are hereby authorized to execute the said attached Change Order #1. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-221 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION 2015-100 AUTHORIZING PURCHASE 

FROM STATE CONTRACT PURCHASE OF TIRES 
 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need to purchase tires for the Borough of Metuchen , in the 
County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this can be purchased through State Contract #A-82527 and #82528 and Index 
#M8000 13-R-22770; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said contract is in effect from September 5, 2012 through March 31, 2016 
 
 WHEREAS, the additional maximum amount of the purchase of tires for the Borough of 
Metuchen is for a total not to exceed $30,000 and funds will be available in the 2015 budget as 
evidenced by the Chief Financial Officer's Certification of which $10,000 is certified from the 2015 
budget; and 
 
 WHEREAS, public bids are not required when the purchase is under a state contract in 
accordance with 40A:11-12 of the Local Public Contracts Law. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex as follows: 
 

1. The Chief Financial Officer and Borough Administrator are hereby authorized and directed 
to approve and forward a Purchase Order to F&S Tire Corp., 58 Brunswick Avenue, 
Edison, NJ 08817. 

 
RESOLUTION 2015-222 

 
Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION APPOINTING FIREFIGHTER – MATTHEW G. MARTIN 

 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council have been notified by Rob Donnan, Chief of the 
Metuchen Fire Department, that Matthew G. Martin has been approved to be a permanent member of the 
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Metuchen Fire Department; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen that in accordance with Chapter 8 of the Code of the Borough of Metuchen, Matthew G. Martin 
be and he is hereby elected, approved, and confirmed as a permanent member of the Fire Department of the 
Borough of Metuchen. 
 
Other New Business 
 
Council President Grayzel made a motion to approve R2015-223; authorizing the Payment of the Bill List in 
the amount of $6,192,764.98, second by Councilwoman Rasmussen, with all in favor, motion carries, 5-0. 
 

RESOLUTION 2015-223 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF THE BILL LIST  

 
  BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen that the proper 
warrants be drawn and all bills be paid totaling $6,192,764.98 
 
  I, Rebecca Cuthbert, Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Metuchen do hereby certify 
that funds are available for the payment of bills for the Borough of Metuchen. 
 
Ordinances – Introduction 
 
Council President Grayzel moved Ordinance 2015-10 to be introduced and be taken up on first reading, 
second by Councilwoman Inserro, with all in favor, motion carries, 5-0. 
 
Council President Grayzel asked that the Ordinance be read by title only. 
 
2015-10     Ordinance Regulating Vacant and Abandoned Properties 
      and Storefronts in the Borough of Metuchen 
 
Council President Grayzel moved Ordinance 2015-10 be passed on first reading, be published 
according to law and a public hearing be set down for September 8, 2015, second by 
Councilwoman Rasmussen. 
 
Mayor Vahalla asked for a roll call vote. 
 
COUNCILMEMBER YES NO NV AB COUNCILMEMBER YES NO NV AB 

LEIBFRIED    X MULDOON X    
GRAYZEL X    RASMUSSEN X    
INSERRO X    WALLACE X    
MOTION GRAYZEL SECOND RASMUSSEN 

X – INDICATES VOTE               AB- ABSENT                    NV- NOT VOTING 
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ORDINANCE 2015-10 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
ORDINANCE REGULATING VACANT AND ABANDONED PROPERTIES AND 

STOREFRONTS IN THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN 
 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen finds that vacant and 
abandoned properties can lead to neighborhood decline and become attractive nuisances causing the 
Borough to incur significant costs in the form of staff time for code enforcement actions seeking to 
maintain and ensure the acceptable conditions of these properties; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen (the “Borough”) contains buildings and storefronts which 
are vacant; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in many cases, the owners or responsible parties of these structures and storefronts 
are neglectful of them, are not maintaining or securing them to an adequate standard or restoring them to 
productive use; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been established that vacant and abandoned structures and storefronts cause 
severe harm to the health, safety and general welfare of the community, including diminution of 
neighboring property values, increased risk of fire and potential increases in criminal activity and public 
health risks; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough incurs disproportionate costs in order to deal with the problems of 
vacant and abandoned  buildings and storefronts, including but not limited to, excessive police calls, fire 
calls and property inspections; and  
 
 WHEREAS, it is in the public interest for the Borough to establish minimum standards of 
accountability on the owners or other responsible parties of vacant and abandoned structures and 
storefronts in order to protect the health, safety and general welfare of the residents of the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is in the public interest for the Borough to impose a fee in conjunction with the 
registration of vacant and abandoned structures and storefronts in light of the disproportionate costs 
imposed on the Borough by the presence of these structures; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough to take adequate steps to monitor such properties 
and protect Borough residents. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of Metuchen that it 
hereby creates Chapter ___ of the Code entitled, “Vacant and Abandoned Properties and Storefronts” to 
read as follows:   

 
CHAPTER ___ 

 
VACANT AND ABANDONED PROPERTIES AND STOREFRONTS. 

 
§ 1  DEFINITIONS. 
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OWNER - shall include the title holder, any agent of the title holder having authority to act with 
respect to a vacant property, any foreclosing entity subject to the provisions C.46:10B-51 (P.L. 2008, 
c.127, Sec. 17 as amended by P.L. 2009, c. 296), or any other entity determined by the Borough of 
Metuchen to have authority to act with respect to the property. 
 

PROPERTY – any portion of improved or unimproved real estate located within the Borough of 
Metuchen which includes the buildings or structures or portions thereof located on it regardless of 
condition. 
 

VACANT PROPERTY – shall mean any building or structure which is not at present legally 
occupied or at which all lawful business or construction operations or residential or other occupancy have 
substantially ceased for a period of six (6) months, including but not limited to, any property meeting the 
definition of vacant property in N.J.S.A. 55:19-80, et seq.  
 

VACANT STOREFRONT – any area within a building or structure that may be individually 
leased or rented for any purpose other than residential use which is not present legally occupied or at 
which all lawful business or construction operations or other occupancy have substantially ceased for a 
period of six (6) months. 
 
§ 2 REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS. 
 
The owner of any vacant property or vacant storefront as defined herein shall, within 30 calendar days 
after the building becomes vacant property or storefront or within 30 calendar days after assuming 
ownership of the vacant property or vacant storefront, whichever is later; or within 10 calendar days of 
receipt of notice by the municipality, file a registration statement for such vacant property or storefront 
with the Zoning Officer on forms provided by the Borough for such purposes.  Failure to receive notice 
by the municipality shall not constitute grounds for failing to register the property. 
 

a.  Each property having a separate block and lot number as designated in official records of the 
municipality shall be registered separately and only one statement is required for a property 
that meets both the definition of Vacant Property and Vacant Storefront. 

b. The registration statement shall include the name, street address, telephone number, and 
email address (if applicable) of a person 21 years or older, designated by the owner or owners 
as the authorized agent for receiving notices of code violations and for receiving process in 
any court proceeding or administrative enforcement proceeding on behalf of such owner or 
owners in connection with the enforcement of any applicable code; and the name, street 
address, telephone number, and email address (if applicable) of the firm and the actual 
name(s) of the firm’s individual principal(s) responsible for maintaining the property.  The 
individual or representative of the firm responsible for maintaining the property shall be 
available by telephone or in person on a 24 hour per day, seven-day per week basis.  The two 
entities may be the same or different persons.  Both entities shown on the statement must 
maintain offices in the State of New Jersey or reside within the State of New Jersey. 

c. The registration shall remain valid for one year from the date of registration except for the 
initial registration time which shall be pro-rated through December 31.  The owner shall be 
required to renew the registration annually as long as the building remains a vacant property 
or portion thereof remains a vacant storefront and shall pay a registration or renewal fee in 
the amount prescribed in Section 5 of this ordinance, for each vacant property registered or 
vacant storefront.  The owner shall be required to renew the registration annually as long as 
the building remains a vacant property or vacant storefront and shall pay a registration or 
renewal fee in the amount prescribed in Section 5 of this ordinance, for each vacant property  
or vacant storefront registered. 
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d. The annual renewal shall be completed by January 1st each year.  The initial registration fee 
shall be pro-rated for registration statements received less than 10 months prior to that date. 

e. The owner shall notify the Clerk within 30 calendar days of any change in the registration 
information by filing an amended registration statement on a form provided by the Clerk for 
such purpose. 

f. The registration statement shall be deemed prima facie proof of the statements therein 
contained in any administrative enforcement proceeding or court proceeding instituted by the 
Borough against the owner or owners of the property. 

 
§ 3 ACCESS TO VACANT PROPERTIES AND STOREFRONTS. 
 
The owner of any vacant property or vacant storefront registered under this Article shall provide access to 
the Borough to conduct exterior and interior inspections of the building to determine compliance with 
municipal codes, upon reasonable notice to the property owner or the designated agent.  Such inspections 
shall be carried out on weekdays during the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., or such other time as may 
be mutually agreed upon between the owner and the Borough. 
 
§ 4 RESPONSIBLE OWNER OR AGENT. 
 

a.  An owner who meets the requirements of this Article with respect to the location of his or 
her residence or workplace in the State of New Jersey may designate him or herself as agent 
or as the individual responsible for maintaining the property. 

b. By designating an authorized agent under the provisions of this section the owner consents to 
receive any and all notices of code violations concerning the registered vacant property or 
storefront and all process in any court proceeding or administrative enforcement proceeding 
brought to enforce code provisions concerning the registered property by service of the notice 
or process on the authorized agent.  Any owner who has designated an authorized agent under 
the provisions of this section shall be deemed to consent to the continuation of the agent’s 
designation for the purposes of this section until the owner notifies the Borough of Metuchen 
in writing of a change of authorized agent or until the owner files a new annual registration 
statement. 

c. Any owner who fails to register a vacant property or vacant storefront under the provisions of 
this Article shall further be deemed to consent to receive, by posting on the building, in plain 
view, and by service of notice at the last known address of the owner of the property on 
record within the Borough of Metuchen by regular and certified mail, any and all notices of 
code violations and all process in an administrative proceeding brought to enforce code 
provisions concerning the building. 

 
§ 5 FEE SCHEDULE. 
 
The initial registration fee for each building or portion thereof shall be five-hundred dollars ($500.00).  
The fee for the first renewal is one-thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500.00), and the fee for the second 
renewal is three-thousand dollars ($3,000.00).  The fee for any subsequent renewal beyond the second 
renewal is five-thousand dollars ($5,000.00).  In the event that a property meets the definition of both a 
Vacant Property and Vacant Storefront, and they contain the same block and lot number as designated in 
official records of the municipality, there shall only be one registration fee applied.  
 
 Vacant Property/Vacant Storefront Registration Fee Schedule 
 Initial Registration   $   500.00 
 First Renewal   $1,500.00 
 Second Renewal  $3,000.00 
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 Subsequent Renewal  $5,000.00 
 
§ 6 REQUIREMENTS OF OWNERS OF A VACANT PROPERTY AND/OR STOREFRONT. 
 
The owner of any building or storefront that has become vacant and any person maintaining or operating 
or collecting rent for any such building that has become vacant shall, within thirty (30) days thereof: 
 

(1)  Enclose and secure the building and/or storefront against unauthorized entry as provided in 
the applicable provisions of the Borough Code, or as set forth in the rules and regulations 
supplementing those codes; and 

(2) Post a sign affixed to the building and/or storefront indicating the name, address and 
telephone number of the owner, the owner’s authorized agent for the purpose of service of 
process (if designated pursuant to this Article), and the person responsible for the day-to-day 
supervision and management of the building, if such person is different from the owner 
holding title or authorized agent.  The sign shall be of a size and placed in such a location so 
as to be legible from the nearest public street or sidewalk, whichever is nearer, but shall be no 
smaller than eight (8) inches by ten (10) inches; and 

(3) Secure the building and/or storefront from unauthorized entry and maintain the sign until the 
building is again legally occupied or demolished or until repair or rehabilitation of the 
building and/r storefront is complete; and  

(4) Ensure that the exterior grounds of the structure or storefront, including yards, fences, 
sidewalks, walkways, right-of-ways, alleys, retaining walls, attached or unattached accessory 
structures and driveways, are well-maintained and free from trash, debris, loose litter, and 
grass and weed growth; and 

(5) Continue to maintain the structure in a secure and closed condition, keep the grounds in a 
clean and well-maintained condition, and ensure that the sign is visible and intact until the 
building is again occupied, demolished, or until repair and/or rehabilitation of the building is 
complete. 

(6) Continue to maintain the property consistent with the requirements of the Borough Code, 
including but not limited to Chapter 140, entitled “Property Maintenance”. 

(7) All areas of vacant storefronts visible by the public from the public street or sidewalk must be 
maintained in broom-clean condition and free of litter and debris. 

 
§ 7 WAIVER OF FEES. 
 
 A waiver of the registration fee set forth herein may be granted, upon application, by the Borough 
Administrator for the current year if the following conditions are met: 
 

1. All local municipal fees are paid in full; and 
2. A consistent good faith effort is shown to market, rent, sell, or lease the vacant property or 

storefront.  Good faith efforts include but are not limited to contracts with a real estate 
licensee, newspaper, electronic advertisements or other methods provided that the effort is 
actually likely to generate interest in the property and the owner is actually willing to rent, 
sell or lease and the pricing is consistent with other similar properties or portions thereof as 
attested by a real estate licensee as licensed by the NJ Real Estate Commission.  The mere 
placement of a “for sale” or “for rent or lease” sign on or in the building in and of itself does 
not meet the requirements of this subsection; and 

3. The Vacant Property or Storefront is in compliance with all Borough of Metuchen codes and 
ordinances. 

 
§ 8 VIOLATIONS. 
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a. Any person who violates any provision of this Article or of the rules and regulations issued 

hereunder shall be fined not less than $100.00 and not more than $2,000.00 for each offense.  
Every day that a violation continues shall constitute a separate and distinct offense.  Fines 
assessed under this chapter shall be recoverable from the owner and shall be a lien on the 
property. 

b. For purposes of this section, failure to file a registration statement within 30 calendar days 
after a building or portion thereof becomes vacant property or vacant storefront or within 30 
calendar days after assuming ownership of a vacant property or storefront, whichever is later, 
or within 10 calendar days of receipt of notice by the municipality, and failure to provide 
correct information on the registration statement, or failure to comply with the provisions of 
such provisions contained herein shall be deemed to be violations of this ordinance. 

c. The Zoning Officer of the Borough Metuchen shall be the enforcement agent of the within 
Ordinance.  Violations of the within Sections of the Code shall be heard in Municipal Court. 

 
§ 9 SEVERABILITY. 
 

Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance be declared 
unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the remaining portions of this ordinance shall not be affected 
thereby and shall remain in full force and effect, and to that end the provisions of this ordinance are 
hereby declared to be severable. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of Metuchen that all ordinances 
or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this amending ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of their 
inconsistencies only.   

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of Metuchen that this ordinance 

and requirement thereof shall take effect after passage and publication as required by law. 
 
Public Session 
 
Mayor Vahalla opened Public Session to anyone wishing to speak. 
 
Seeing no one wishing to speak, Mayor Vahalla closed the Public Session. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Council President Grayzel made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Council, with all in favor; 
the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Susan D. Jackson, RMC/CMR 
Metuchen Borough Clerk 
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