
BOROUGH COUNCIL 
MINUTES –NOVEMBER 7, 2011 

 
A Regular Meeting of the Borough Council was held in the Council Chambers of 
Borough Hall on Monday, November 7, 2011.  The Meeting was called to order at 6:30 
p.m. by Mayor Vahalla.  The Invocation given by Councilmember Muldoon was 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The Mayor advised that adequate notice of this meeting was provided by an annual notice 
sent to the Home News Tribune and the Star Ledger and filing a copy with the Borough 
Clerk within seven days following the annual organization meeting of the body. 
 
Present were Councilmembers Lease, Muldoon, Rubin, Rasmussen, Wallace and Council 
President Cammarano.  
 
Also present were Mayor Vahalla, Borough Administrator Boerth, Borough Attorney 
Murphy and Borough Clerk Harris. 
 
PRESENTATION  
Yvonne Fasciale is a high school art teacher who donated a rendering of Metuchen.  
Mayor Vahalla thanked Ms. Fasciale for her generous donation. 
 
PROCLAMATION-PANCREATIC CANCER AWARENESS MONTH 
Councilman Muldoon presented a Proclamation in honor of Pancreatic Cancer Awareness 
Month. 

WHEREAS in 2011, an estimated 44,030 people will be diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer in the United States and 37,660 will die from the disease; and 

 
WHEREAS pancreatic cancer is one of the deadliest cancers and is the 

fourth leading cause of cancer death in the United States; and 
 

WHEREAS when symptoms of pancreatic cancer present themselves, it is 
usually too late for an optimistic prognosis, and 74 percent of pancreatic cancer 
patients die within the first year of their diagnosis while 94 percent of pancreatic 
cancer patients die within the first five years; and 

 
WHEREAS of all the racial/ethnic groups in the United States, African 

Americans have the highest incidence rate of pancreatic cancer, between 34 
percent and 70 percent higher than the other groups; and  

 
WHEREAS approximately 1140 deaths will occur in New Jersey in 2011; 

and 
 

WHEREAS there is no cure for pancreatic cancer and there have been no 
significant improvements in survival rates in the last 40 years; and 

 



WHEREAS the Federal Government invests significantly less money in 
pancreatic cancer research than it does in any of the other leading cancer killers; 
and pancreatic cancer research constitutes only approximately 2 percent of the 
National Cancer Institute’s federal research funding, a figure far too low given the 
severity of the disease, its mortality rate, and how little is known about how to 
arrest it; and 

 
WHEREAS the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network is the first and only 

national patient advocacy organization that serves the pancreatic cancer 
community in the Borough of Metuchen and nationwide by focusing its efforts on 
public policy, research funding, patient services, and public awareness and 
education related to developing effective treatments and a cure for pancreatic 
cancer; and  

 
WHEREAS the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network and its affiliates in the 

Borough of Metuchen support those patients currently battling pancreatic cancer, 
as well as to those who have lost their lives to the disease, and are committed to 
nothing less than a cure; and  

 
WHEREAS the good health and well-being of the residents of the Borough of 

Metuchen are enhanced as a direct result of increased awareness about pancreatic cancer 
and research into early detection, causes, and effective treatments.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, I THOMAS VAHALLA, MAYOR OF THE 
BOROUGH OF METUCHEN, COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY, DO HEREBY PROCLAIM the month of November 2011 as “Pancreatic 
Cancer Awareness Month” in the Borough of Metuchen. 
Dated: November 7, 2011 
 
AGENDA SESSION 
On a motion by Council President Cammarano, seconded by Councilman Lease with all 
in favor, the agenda session was opened. 
 
Councilman Muldoon asked when the light posts on Main Street will be repaired. 
Borough Administrator Boerth stated that the Borough is ascertaining prices to have them 
repaired. 
 
On a motion by Council President Cammarano, seconded by Councilman Lease with all 
in favor, the agenda session was closed. 
 
OPEN TO PUBLIC 
Mayor Vahalla opened the meeting to the public for comment. 
 
Hearing no one wishing to speak the Mayor closed the public comment portion of the 
meeting. 
 



COMMUNICATIONS/CONSENT AGENDA 
On a motion by Council President Cammarano, seconded by Councilman Lease with all 
in favor, the communications consent agenda item numbers 5 through 7 were approved. 
 

5. Receive and Accept TV and Technology Advisory Committee Minutes of 
September 22, 2011. 

 
6. Receive and Accept Planning Board Minutes of April 7, 2011. 

 
7. Receive and Accept Parking Authority Minutes of August 16, 2011 and 

September 20, 2011. 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Council President Cammarano stated that the Police Department is focusing on 
pedestrian safety especially in crosswalks throughout the Borough.  Council President 
Cammarano also stated that the Police Department would like to remind parents of 
graduated driver restrictions. 
 
MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE 
Councilman Wallace stated that November 17th is the “Great American Smoke Out” and 
would like to encourage all smokers to join in this event.  Councilman Wallace also 
stated that November 12th is “Take Back New Jersey Day” event.  This event allows 
residents to turn in any unused prescription medication to the Police Department. 
 
RECREATION 
Councilman Wallace stated that Nancy Goldberg, Recreation Director, did an outstanding 
job with the Halloween Parade. 
 
Councilman Wallace commented on the exemplary work the Office of Emergency 
Management and Department of Public Works provided during the recent storm. 
 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
Councilwoman Rubin commented on all of the scarecrows up on Main Street and 
reminded all residents to vote for their favorite. The winner of that event will be 
announced at the Winter Festival Parade on November 27th at 2pm.  Councilwoman 
Rubin also stated that the Borough Improvement League will be hosting a “Hometown 
Holiday Weekend” on December 2nd through the 4th.  Everyone is encouraged to shop 
locally and help area businesses.  
  
DEVELOPMENT  
Councilwoman Rasmussen asked if a member of the Chamber of Commerce could be 
appointed as a liaison to the Development Commission. 
Mayor Vahalla stated that in January when appointment positions become available that 
suggestion will be considered. 
 



REPORT OF BOROUGH ATTORNEY  
Borough Attorney Murphy stated that the liquor license holder, Sping Inc.  trading as NJ 
Tavern had made payment to the Alcohol and Beverage Commission but now has a new 
stipulation which requires them to have to sell its license to a bona fide applicant prior to 
June 30, 2012.  
 
REPORT OF BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR 
The Borough Administrator Boerth stated that the Linden Avenue project was slightly 
delayed due to the recent weather conditions.  Borough Administrator Boerth also stated 
that progress is occurring at the Charles Street Field Project.  Middlesex Water is clearing 
a pathway to have the new water main pipe installed as well as the Borough’s contractor 
simultaneously preparing for the new underground drainage to be laid. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
Mayor Vahalla stated that the Metuchen Marching Band members will be holding 
another fundraiser at Friendly’s Restaurant on November 17th. 
 
Mayor Vahalla thanked the Police, Fire, Department of Public Works, Emergency 
Medical Services and the Auxiliary Police for the outstanding job performed during the 
recent storm endured by Metuchen.  Mayor Vahalla requested that residents please do not 
call back the command center after receiving a Reverse 911 call.  All residents should 
listen to the entire message prior to taking any action.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
On a motion by Council President Cammarano, seconded by Councilman Lease with all 
in favor, the consent agenda items numbered 8-13 encompassing Resolutions R2011-204 
through R2011-209 were approved. 

 
RESOLUTION NO.2011-204 

RESOLUTION REFUNDING SIDEWALK ESCROW FEE #11-016 –
CANTERBURY – 49 ESSEX AVENUE 

 
WHEREAS, James Canterbury posted $504.00 for apron and sidewalk escrow 

fees at 49 Essex Avenue; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board Secretary has requested that the escrow fees be 
refunded to James Canterbury, 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that James Canterbury be refunded 

$504.00 from the Sidewalk Inspection Escrow account. 
Dated: November 7, 2011  
 

RESOLUTION NO.2011-205 
RESOLUTION REFUNDING SIDEWALK ESCROW FEE #11-018 –COLBY  12 

WOODSIDE AVENUE 
 



WHEREAS, Andrea Colby posted $120.00 for sidewalk escrow fees at 12 
Woodside Avenue; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board Secretary has requested that the escrow fees be 
refunded to Andrea Colby, 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Andrea Colby be refunded 
$120.00 from the Sidewalk Inspection Escrow account. 

Dated: November 7, 2011  
 

RESOLUTION NO.2011-206 
RESOLUTION REFUNDING  SIDEWALK ESCROW FEE #11-010 S-DONATO-

15 GOODWILL PLACE 
 

WHEREAS, Glenora Donato posted $361.00 for apron, curb and sidewalk 
escrow fees at 15 Goodwill Place, 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board Secretary has requested that the escrow fees be 
refunded to Glenora Donato, 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Glenora Donato be refunded 
$361.00 from the Sidewalk Inspection Escrow Account. 

Dated: November 7, 2011 
 

RESOLUTION NO.2011-207 
RESOLUTION REFUNDING SIDEWALK ESCROW FEE #11-017 –KURPIEL 

INC. – 70 PROSPECT STREET 
 

WHEREAS, James Kurpiel Inc.posted $144.00 for sidewalk escrow fees at 70 
Prospect Street; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board Secretary has requested that the escrow fees be 
refunded to James Kurpiel Inc., 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that James Kurpiel Inc. be refunded 

$144.00 from the Sidewalk Inspection Escrow account. 
Dated: November 7, 2011 
 

RESOLUTION NO 2011-208 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A LIEN REDEMPTION FOR B197 L52 AND 

B197 L56-199 AND 187 AMBOY 
 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector received the necessary amount to redeem the 
following Tax Sale Certificates on the following properties: 
 
 



Cert #  Block/Lot  Address   Lienholder 
11-00018 197/52   199 Amboy Ave  Halina Malinowski 
11-00019 197/56   187 Amboy Ave  Halina Malinowski 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tax Collector be authorized to cancel 

these liens from the municipal records. 
Dated: November 7, 2011 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2011-209 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF CASH PERFORMANCE 

GUARANTEE AND MAINTENANCE GUARANTEE FOR LAPORTA BUILDERS-
BLOCK 216 LOT 1 –METUCHEN ESTATES 

 
 WHEREAS, LaPorta Builders Inc., has requested a refund of the cash performance 
guarantee and the Maintenance guarantee  for various improvements on Block 216 Lots 1 et 
al. – Metuchen Estates; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Project Engineer has reported that the contract has been completed 
in an acceptable manner; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Project Engineer recommends the full release of the cash 
performance guarantee in the amount of $24,628.35 (posted in cash) and maintenance 
guarantee (bond) in the amount of 36,942.53; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Metuchen that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and directed to 
release the cash performance guarantees and maintenance guarantee (bond) in the amounts 
directed by the Project Engineer plus accumulated interest to LaPorta Builders Inc. 12 Kelly 
Street, Metuchen, NJ 08840, upon payment of the any outstanding fees. 
Dated: November 7, 2011  
 
BILL LIST 
On a motion by Acting Council President, seconded by Councilman Lease with all in 
favor, the bill resolution in the amount of $2,430,255.76 was approved. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mayor Vahalla opened the meeting to public comment on any items on the agenda.  
 
Bob James (238 Rose Street) discussed the taxes that Renaissance Properties are paying. 
 
Richard Kapetski (516 Wakefield Drive) commented on the problems caused by the 
recent storm. 
 
Frances Molochnick (82 Aylin Street) questioned the possibility of having a secondary 
access route from the Industrial area down to Jersey Avenue. 
 



Hearing no one else wishing to speak Mayor Vahalla closed the public comment portion 
of the meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
On a motion by Council President Cammarano, seconded by Councilman Muldoon with 
all in favor, the meeting was adjourned at 7:27pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
Kathryn Harris 
Municipal Clerk 


	Dated: November 7, 2011

