
BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES - JANUARY 18, 2011 

A Regular Meeting of the Borough Council was held in the Council Chambers of the 
Borough Hall on Tuesday, January 18, 2011.   The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 
by Mayor Vahalla.  The Invocation given by Councilmember Rubin and was followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The Mayor advised that adequate notice of this meeting was provided by an annual notice 
sent to the Home News and Tribune and the Star Ledger and filing a copy with the 
Borough Clerk within seven days following the annual organization meeting of the body. 
 
Present were Councilmembers Cammarano, Manley, Muldoon, Rasmussen, Rubin, and 
Wallace.   
 
Also present were Mayor Vahalla, Borough Administrator Boerth, Borough Attorney 
Murphy, and Borough Clerk Harris. 
 
On a motion by Council President Cammarano and seconded by Councilwoman Rubin, 
with all in favor the agenda session was opened.  
 
Council President Cammarano stated that the introduction on Ordinance 2011-1 will be 
held until some questions concerning said ordinance have been addressed by Borough 
staff. 
 
Council President Cammarano also stated that resolution 2011-36 will be pulled from the 
consent agenda for discussion. 
 
Councilman Muldoon asked what the budget regarding snow removal was considering 
the two actualized snow storms to date. 
 
Administrator Boerth stated that the Borough is operating on a temporary budget 
appropriation of approximately five thousand dollars ($5000.00) and the impact of the 
storms will not be realized until a later date.  Administrator Boerth continued in saying 
that last year the Borough was under budget by about one thousand dollars (1000.00) but 
that it was too early to determine that data this early in the year. 
 
Councilman Muldoon then questioned if those figures also include the overtime figures 
for the Department of Public Works. 
 
Administrator Boerth stated that historically the overtime compensation for all of the 
activities within the Borough for the Department of Public Works has been running very 
consistent from year to year. 
 
Council President Cammarano also stated that he would like to move the resolution 
honoring Steve before the public comment portion of the regular meeting. 
 
Mayor Vahalla was in agreement. 
 
On a motion by Council President Cammarano and seconded by Councilwoman Rubin, 
with all in favor the agenda session was hereby closed.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
On a motion by Council President and seconded by Councilwoman Rubin, with all in 
favor the meeting minutes of December 20, 2010 and January 3, 2011 have been accepted 
and approved. 
 
It was discussed that the newly elected council members not vote on the meeting minutes 



of December 20, 2010.  A determination by Borough Attorney Murphy decided that 
because the newly elected members were present at the December 20 meeting that voting 
on the minutes in question was acceptable.  
 
RESOLUTION HONORING 
The family of Steve Johnson was requested at the dais.  Councilwoman Rubin read the 
proclamation prepared in honor of Steve Johnson which was then presented to his wife and children.    
 
Mayor Vahalla mentioned that a plaque will be presented in remembrance of Steve’s honor at a later 
date. 
 
The Borough Council took a short recess. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mayor Vahalla opened to meeting to the public for discussion.  Hearing none the Mayor closed the 
first public comment portion of the meeting. 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS 
Council President Cammarano reminded the public that the Police Department is requesting that all 
residents continue with the removal of snow from their sidewalks.  Also, to please be reminded that 
it is unlawful to place removed snow into borough streets.  Residents are currently being warned as 
to the nature of this infraction.  Council President Cammarano went on to discuss the work that both 
the Mayor and the Office of Emergency Management have been doing in setting up a reverse 911 
system.  The new system will notify all resident that have a phone within the Borough of any 
emergency issues that may arise.  The program does also have an option where a resident may place 
an alternate number onto the system.  Council President Cammarano stated that the Metuchen EMS 
met and the new officers have assumed their positions.  Meetings between the EMS and Borough 
Council will begin at a later date. 
 
Councilman Wallace congratulated the Department of Public Works for the outstanding job that 
was accomplishing with the snow removal created by the last two storms.  Councilman Wallace 
stated that there were a few complaints regarding the conditions of the roads but the Governor of 
New Jersey declared a state of emergency in which only emergency services belonged on any roads 
within the State.  Councilman Wallace discussed the FEMA money that the Borough finally 
received.  He went on to state that the requirements that were requested in order to receive the 
money in question were very vast by that Jim Graziano, Office Of Emergency Management 
Coordinator, gathered the information and submitted it in order for the Borough to receive said 
FEMA money and for that he should be commended.  There was a ceremony this past Sunday at the 
First Baptist Church in town that Councilman Wallace attended.  Mayor Vahalla gave a poignant 
speech in which Councilman Wallace wished to congratulate him on.  The Traffic and 
Transportation Committee chose not to hold their reorganization meeting due to the inclement 
weather conditions that had occurred earlier.  The Recreation Commission also met and was 
attended by Councilman Wallace.  Councilman Wallace stated that he was impressed and very 
pleased with work that commission accomplishes under the direction of Borough employee Nancy 
Goldberg. 
 
Councilwoman Rubin commented on the events held by the Chamber of Commerce regarding 
Martin Luther King Day.  The New Hope Baptist Church housed the event on Sunday while the 
breakfast on Monday was held at the Pines Manor.  The Chamber of Commerce has reorganized 
and is working towards a goal to ascertain more members and more ways to serve the current 
members.  Councilwoman Rubin encouraged any business to consider joining the Chamber of 
Commerce.  The Chamber is sponsoring the Dave Tuttrone scholarship which is available to any 
Metuchen High School or Saint Joseph’s High School senior that is highly involved in community 
service and volunteerism.  The applications for the said scholarship will be accepted until February 
25.  Additional information is available by contacting the Chamber of Commerce.  Councilwoman 
Rubin stated the Senior Citizen Commission will meet on February 9 and the Planning Board held 
its reorganization meeting on January 6.  Eric Erickson was elected chairman of the Planning Board 
as well as Ellen Clarkson to serve as vice chairman on that day.  The next meeting of the Planning 
Board will be February 3 in Council Chambers. 
 
Councilwoman Rasmussen stated that she attended the reorganization meeting of the Shade Tree 
Commission on January 10 where George Fromm was elected as chairperson and Nancy Gelber 



was named as secretary. It was decided at that meeting that the duties of the Shade Tree 
Commission would be assigned to certain individuals.  The required core training that the new 
members must attend was also discussed. The following meeting will include a discussion on the 
Shade Tree Commissions budget plan.  It was also discussed that the Shade Tree Commission 
would like to collaborate with the Cultural Arts Commission to ascertain how to obtain nonprofit 
status.  The next meeting will be February 14 at 7:00 in the upstairs meeting room.  Councilwoman 
Rasmussen went on to discuss the reorganization of the Development Commission who appointed 
Ms. Sabatini Faulkenstein as their chairperson.  The minutes for this commission will be assigned 
on a rotating schedule due to the fact that there was no secretary appointed.  It was also discussed 
that there are only 9 members on the commission and that they would like to have one more 
appointment so that they would have a full membership according to the bylaws governing them.  
Member Kevin Donahue would be updating the business attraction brochure but is still awaiting 
some information that will need to be ascertained from the 2010 census numbers which have not 
been released yet.  The Commission also discussed ways to attract business to the Borough.  The 
Development Commissions next meeting will be February 2 at Borough Hall. 
 
Councilman Manley questioned how a government agency could be a nonprofit organization. 
 
Mayor Vahalla noted that there is a model that other Metuchen organizations follow such as the 
Friends of the Library, Metuchen Seniors Inc. and Metuchen Youth and Development in order to 
obtain nonprofit status.  The said model allows for the formation of a separately named entity to be 
formed to reach the requirements of nonprofit status.  
 
Councilman Muldoon stated that he also attended both the event on Sunday and the breakfast on 
Monday morning honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  He thanked all of the organizations that 
helped to sponsor those events.  Councilman Muldoon went on the say that he wished to 
recognize the Martin Luther King Outstanding Citizen award that was presented on Sunday to a 
Metuchen High School Social Studies teacher, Mr. Evan Robbins.  This is only the second time 
that this award has been given in the approximately ten years the event has been run.  Mr. Evans 
was awarded this honor for the work he is going along with the Metuchen High School students 
to help end childhood slavery in Africa.  Councilman Muldoon then stated that there has been 
some progression on the development of the Pearl Street Parking Lot.  The title search has been 
completed and the survey should be finalized barring any inclement weather by the end of this 
week.  An environmental study and appraisal of the property still need to be accomplished.  As 
soon as these final issues are taken care of then the RFP for this project can be finalized and be 
presented to contractors by the end of January.  Councilman Muldoon also stated that the 
Cultural Arts Commission will meet next week.   
 
Councilman Manley discussed the Metuchen Public Library’s reorganization meeting in which 
he attended.  Maryann O’Connell was reelected as President, Ellen Greenberg as Vice President 
and Liz Waldron as Treasurer.  In the month of December, the library usage was down due to an 
issue with the internet usage counter which is calculated into the overall usage of the library.  A 
committee was formed to review possible upgrades for the Children’s Library.  One issue that 
was found to be in need of improvement is the lighting located within the library.  Councilman 
Manley stated that the energy grants that have been obtained by the Borough Administrator 
should address that issue.  Councilman Manley stated that the Cable and Technology Committee 
meet at the end of the month. 
 
REPORT OF THE BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR 
Administrator Bill Boerth announced that the Court Administrator will be retiring as of March 1, 
2011.  
 
The Borough Attorney had no report. 
 
MAYOR”S REPORT 
Mayor Vahalla stated that the Borough was in receipt of approximately $54,000.00 for the 
storms that had been sustained last March.  These proceeds will be placed in the general fund for 
2011.  Mayor Vahalla also stated that he would be appointing Reverend Jisun Kwak to the 
Metuchen Youth Services Board and Linda Koskowski to the Library Board.  The Mayor went 
on to discuss a meeting between himself, Council President Cammarano, Administrator Bill 
Boerth, the Fire Chief, Metuchen Emergency Medical Services and John F. Kennedy Emergency 
Medical Services.  John F. Kennedy Emergency Medical Services has agreed to assist in 



providing emergency medical services to the Borough of Metuchen 6 days a week between the 
hours of 5am and 7pm.  The Mayor has requested that John F. Kennedy Emergency Medical 
Services submit a written proposal for said services for review by the Municipal Attorney.  The 
verbal agreement with John F. Kennedy Emergency Medical Services is that they will provide 
this service for just the billing costs and would not charge a service fee for the additional 
coverage.  Mayor Vahalla also stated that on January 8 he attended the fundraiser for Maggie and 
Kyle in which over $7,000 was raised to benefit those individuals who are battling Cancer.  The 
students that sponsored this fundraiser have been invited to attend the next Borough Council 
meeting to receive a proclamation in their honor for all of their hard work.  Mayor Vahalla stated 
that police interviews will be occurring this week and that hopefully by the first week in 
February the Council will be administering interviews for the police officer position.  Mayor 
Vahalla requested that all vehicles that can be removed from the Borough streets be removed for 
inclement weather such as snow and to also not shovel snow back onto already plowed streets.  
This will improve the efficiency of snow removal within the Borough. 
 
Councilman Manley questioned as to whether or not John F. Kennedy Emergency Medical 
Services would maintain vehicles and crew in Metuchen or come from the hospital. 
 
Council President Cammarano stated that this issue has not been determined at this point. 
 
Mayor Vahalla stated that the Borough does not own the EMS building just the land but that the 
Metuchen EMS seemed receptive to possibly housing another EMS service provider that is being 
hired by the Borough.  The Mayor also stated that any patient can be transported to any local 
hospital at their request but that there was a transport fee attached to that service, as well as with 
any other provider of the same services. 
 
Councilman Muldoon asked how long it would take John F. Kennedy Emergency Medical 
Services to provide this service to Metuchen. 
 
Mayor Vahalla said he was assured that it would only take 30 to 45 days to provide this service 
for Metuchen. 
 
Councilman Wallace asked how many ambulances would be provided before mutual aid would 
be needed. 
 
Council President Cammarano stated this was an issue that would be addressed in the submitted 
proposal. 
 
Councilwoman Rubin asked if the current agreement with Edison would need to be restructured. 
 
Mayor Vahalla stated the attorney is reviewing that issue. 
 
NEW BUSINESS/CONSENT AGENDA 
On a motion by Council President Cammarano, seconded by Councilwoman Rubin with all in 
favor Resolutions 2011-31 through 35 and 2011-37 have been approved.  
 

RESOLUTION NO.2011-31 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF SIDEWALK ESCROW FEE #10-024 S 

WHEREAS, Nguyen Nguyen posted $38.50 for curb and sidewalk escrow fees, 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board Secretary has requested that the escrow fees be 
refunded to Nguyen Nguyen, 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Nguyen Nguyen be  

refunded $38.50 from the Sidewalk Inspection Escrow account. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2011-32 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need to purchase tires for the Borough of Metuchen , in 
the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this can be purchased through State Contract #A-71687; and 
 



 WHEREAS, the maximum amount of the purchase of tires for the Borough of 
Metuchen is $5,000.00 and funds will be available in the 2011 budget as evidenced by the 
Chief Financial Officer's Certification, of which $5,000.00 is certified from the 2011 
temporary budget, subject to adjustment to the amount of award at time of budget adoption; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, public bids are not required when the purchase is under a state contract 
in accordance with 40A:11-12 of the Local Public Contracts Law. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the 
Borough of Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex as follows: 
 

1. The Chief Financial Officer and Borough Administrator are hereby 
authorized and directed to approve and forward a Purchase Order to F&S 
Tire Corp., 58 Brunswick Avenue, Edison, NJ 08817 

 
 RESOLUTION NO. 2011-33 
 WHEREAS,  the Borough of Metuchen has successfully participated in the Middlesex 
County tire recycling program since August 1995; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is mutually beneficial for the residents of Metuchen and the functionality of 
the Department of Public Works for the Borough to continue participating in the tire recycling 
program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Metuchen Recycling Center shall continue to serve as a drop off site for 
the County wide tire recycling program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough will continue to receive tonnage credit for 40% of all loads 
collected and incur no cost for he hauling or disposal of said loads, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby 
authorized to execute a new 36month agreement, commencing January 1, 2011, with Middlesex 
County for the Used Tire Collection Program. 
 

RESOLUTION NO 2011-34 
WHEREAS, the Tax Collector received the necessary amount to redeem the following 

Tax Sale Certificate on the following property: 
Cert #  Block/Lot  Address   Lienholder 
10-00008 184/25   25 Bounty Street Royal Tax Lien Services LLC 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tax Collector be authorized to cancel this lien 
from the municipal records. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2011-35 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF SIDEWALK ESCROW FEE #10-016 S 
 

WHEREAS, PAV-CON Construction, Inc. posted $384.00 for sidewalk escrow fees, 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board Secretary has requested that the escrow fees be 
refunded to 

PAV-CON Construction, Inc., 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that PAV-CON Construction, 

Inc. be refunded $384.00 from the Sidewalk Inspection Escrow account. 
 

RESOLUTION 2011-37 
RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2011-10 CHANGING THE DATE OF 

THE APRIL 18, 2011 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING OF THE BOROUGH OF 
METUCHEN TO APRIL 26, 2011 

 
WHEREAS, at the Organization Meeting on January 3, 2011 the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Metuchen passed Resolution No. 2011-10, setting forth the regular scheduled 



meetings of the Borough Council of Metuchen for 2011;  
 

WHEREAS, due to a religious holiday, the Mayor and Borough Council deem it in the 
best interest of the Borough of Metuchen to revise the schedule of the regular Council meetings 
changing the April 18, 2011 meeting to Tuesday, April 26, 2011. 
  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council meeting scheduled 
for April 18, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. is hereby changed to April 26, 2011 at 7:30 p.m.; and   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
that based upon the within Resolution, the following revised meeting schedule for the year 2011 
for the Mayor and Council meetings is hereby established: 
February 7, 2011 
February 22, 2011 (Tuesday) 
March 7, 2011 
March 21, 2011 
April 4, 2011 
April 26, 2011 (Tuesday) 
May 2, 2011 
May 16, 2011 
June 6, 2011 
June 20, 2011 
July 18, 2011 
August 1, 2011 
August 15, 2011 
September 5, 2011 
September 19, 2011 
October 3, 2011 
October 17, 2011 
November 7, 2011 
November 21, 2011 
December 5, 2011 
December 19, 2011 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all regular meeting will commence at 7:30 p.m. in 
Council Chambers of the Borough Hall, 500 Main Street, Metuchen, New Jersey 08840. 

 
REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA 

RESOLUTION NO 2011-36 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING/COAH MATTERS ATTORNEY AND TAX APPEAL ATTORNEY.  

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen has a need to acquire the services of a Attorney for 
Affordable Housing/COAH issues and a Tax Appeal Attorney as a contract without competitive bidding 
(non fair and open) pursuant to the provisions of <N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the value of 
the acquisition will exceed $5,000; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is one year; and 
 

WHEREAS, David Frizell and Bruce Samuels of the firm Frizell and Samuels has completed 
and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that David Frizell and Bruce 
Samuels of the firm Frizell and Samuels has not made any reportable contributions to the Borough of 
Metuchen, municipal candidate or holder of the public office having ultimate responsibility for the 
award of the contract, or campaign committee supporting such candidate or officeholder, or to the 
Borough of Metuchen or  Middlesex County party committee, or to any political action committee 
(PAC) that regularly engages in the support of municipal elections and/or municipal parties in excess of 
the thresholds specified in borough ordinance within one calendar year immediately preceding the date 
of the contract or agreement, and that the contract will prohibit David Frizell and Bruce Samuels of the 
firm Frizell and Samuels from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Bruce Samuels will be providing the services of Tax Appeal Attorney; and 
 
 WHEREAS, David Frizell will be providing the services of Affordable Housing/COAH 



Attorney; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the maximum combined amount of the contract is $ 10,000.00 and funds will be 
available in the 2011 Budget as evidenced by the Chief Financial Officer's Certification; and 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex, as follows: 
 
 1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute an agreement 
with David Frizell and Bruce Samuels of the firm Frizell and Samuels, 450 Main Street, Metuchen, NJ 
08840. 
 
 2.  This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a "Professional Service" in 
accordance with <N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4of the Local Public Contracts Law because the contract is for a 
service performed by person(s) authorized by law to practice a recognized profession that is regulated by 
law. 
 
 3. A notice of this action shall be printed once in The Home News Tribune. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the 
Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution. 
 
Mayor Vahalla stated that the Borough still has ongoing tax appeals and COAH issue which Mr. 
Samuels and Frizell have all ready been handling and that he felt  
 
Councilman Muldoon questioned if there was a statute that required that a separate attorney be 
appointed to handle these issues and if not why the current Borough Attorney would not be able 
to handle these matters.   
 
Borough Attorney Murphy interjected that these appointments were made as a cost savings 
measure for the Borough because these are ongoing issues in which discovery and appraisals 
have all ready taken.  The review process of all of this already submitted information would be at 
a great cost expense to the Borough. 
 
Councilman Muldoon questioned as to who would handle any new tax appeals or COAH 
matters. 
 
Mayor Vahalla stated that he would like to have Mr. Samuels and Mr. Frizell continue to provide 
these services for the Borough because of the outstanding service the Borough has received.     
 
Borough Attorney Murphy stated that it was not uncommon for a government entity to retain the 
services of more than one attorney. 
 
Councilman Muldoon stated that he understood having past issues resolved by the other 
attorneys but if it was cost effective to have new issues addressed by an additional attorney. 
 
Borough Attorney Murphy stated that the services provided by the two attorneys in question are 
on an as needed basis.   
 
Borough Administrator Boerth stated that there is no retainer associated with this contract.  He 
also mentioned that all of the previously submitted third round COAH numbers are now on hold 
pending new legislation from the State.  Borough Administrator Boerth mentioned that Mr. 
Frizell handled all of the documentation to get the Borough’s third round numbers approved and 
to get certified.  There was also a challenge to the Borough’s submission pending the legislation 
on this issue.  Even after the legislation is finalized there will still be some additional wrap up 
issues to be taken care of.  Mr. Boerth went on to state that it would not be cost effective to hand 
this issue over to a new attorney and have him sift through all of the information that had been 
prepared by his predecessor.   
 
Councilman Muldoon stated that this resolution was to authorize the amount of $10,000 for the 
two attorneys.   
 
Mr. Boerth said that it was hard to determine the amounts needed for these issues but that it was 
based on the monies available in the temporary budget. 



 
Councilman Manley mentioned that commonly the Borough Attorney receives a retainer and that 
retainer is normally surpassed due to unforeseen issues such as tax appeals which are not covered 
under the retainer initially afforded to the Borough Attorney. 
  
On a motion by Council President Cammarano, seconded by Councilwoman Rubin with all in 
favor Resolution 2011-36 was approved. 
 
APPOINTMENTS 
On a motion by Council President Cammarano, seconded by Councilwoman Rubin with all in 
favor the nomination of Linda Koskowski to the Library Board with a term to expire on January 
1, 2016 was approved. 
 
Mayor Vahalla appointed Reverend Jisun Kwak as the minister appointment to the Youth 
services Board with a term to expire January 1, 2012.  
 
BILL RESOLUTION 
On a motion by Council President Cammarano, seconded by Councilwoman Rubin with all in 
favor the bill resolution in the amount of 295,959.77 was approved. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mayor Vahalla opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing none the Mayor closed the meeting to 
the public. 
 
On a motion by Council President Cammarano, second by Councilman Manley and all in favor 
the meeting was adjourned at 8:23pm.          
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