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 BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 MINUTES –  NOVEMBER 15,  2010 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Borough Council was held in the Council Chambers of the 
Borough Hall on Monday, November 15, 2010.  The Meeting was called to order 7:31   p.m. 
by Mayor Vahalla. The Invocation was given by Councilmember Waldron and followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The Mayor advised that adequate notice of this meeting was provided by an annual notice 
sent to the Home News and Tribune and the Star Ledger and filing a copy with the 
Borough Clerk within seven days following the annual organization meeting of the body. 
 
Present were Councilmembers Cammarano, Morrison, Rubin, and Waldron. 
Councilmembers Manley and Muldoon were absent. 
 
Also present were Mayor Vahalla, Borough Administrator Boerth, Borough Attorney 
Frizell, and Planning Board Secretary Sharon Hollis. 
 
AGENDA SESSION 
 
Mayor Vahalla questioned if the Council had any questions/comments on the agenda. 
 
Mr. Frizell noted that Resolution No. 2010-163 would be amended.  The borough will not 
be awarding the contract for the Repair of the Flashing Pedestrian Crosswalk & Signage 
Improvements as the lowest bidders has been found to be deficient upon further review of 
his credentials. 
 
Mr. Frizell then read the following Resolution into record to replace Resolution No. 2010-
163 - the award of contract: 
 

 “WHEREAS, bids were received by the Borough Engineer on November 10, 2010 
for the Flashing Pedestrian Crosswalks & Signage Improvements on Main Street for 
the Borough of Metuchen; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Council has reviewed the recommendation made by the 
Borough Attorney on said bids, 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough 
of Metuchen, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey that all bids for the contract for 
Flashing Pedestrian Crosswalks & Signage Improvements on Main Street be and the 
same are being rejected because the only bid that was at or below the Borough Engineer’s 
estimate was non-responsive because it fails to provide a list of subcontractors as required by 
law. 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all certified checks on bid bonds received be 
returned.” 

 
Council President Cammarano noted that Resolution No. 2010-160 also had minor 
amendments to the conditions attached to the license extension.  Council President 
Cammarano noted the conditions are consistent with the conditions placed on the previous 
extension of license requests. 
 
Councilmember Waldron noted the table height restriction was eliminated from the final 
Resolution. 
 
Mr. Boerth stated the restriction was removed as the previous 2 extension were in the 
downtown area; which already has a table restriction for non-licensed establishments. 
 
Councilmember Rubin noted the conditions did not have a trial period attached. 
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Mr. Boerth stated that again the trial period was instituted for the downtown to ensure 
compliance and that the extension was a good fit for the community. 
 
Mayor Vahalla noted for the Council that an amended version of Resolution No. 2010-162 
was also done to add three other addresses. 
 
Councilmember Rubin noted that the Borough Attorney has been asked to draft an 
Ordinance amendment allowing for the membership to go from 5 to 7.  Councilmember 
Rubin noted the increase in members will assist with  being able to conduct business at 
every meeting. 
 
Councilmember Morrison noted that he has circulated a series of Resolution honoring 
Auxiliary Police members that he would like to have placed on the next agenda.  
 
Council President Cammarano noted that was approved. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 
On a motion made by Councilmember Rubin, seconded by Councilmember Waldron , the 
Regular Minutes of October 18, 2010 were approved, as amended by Councilmember 
Waldron.  Council President Cammarano abstained from the vote, as he was not present at 
the October 18, 2010 meeting. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
None. 
 
OTHER COMMUNICATIONS 
 
None. 
 
REPORTS OF THE COUNCILMEMBERS 
 
Council President Cammarano noted the Development Commission has been in 
consultation with the Borough Planner in regards to building heights in the downtown.  
The Commission will be making recommendation in the new year.  Also reviewing their 
by-laws. 
 
Council President Cammarano noted the Library approved the implementation of the  
projects recommended in the energy audit.    The Library will also be doing a survey to 
ascertain what the residents what like to see. 
 
Council President Cammarano noted the Traffic & Transportation discussed traffic issues 
at their last meeting.  The Commission was pleased to see the resolution of a long standing 
issue: Railings on Main Street under have been repaired.  The Commission thanked the 
Parking Authority  for paying for those repairs. 
 
Council President Cammarano noted the Police Department continues their efforts of 
education of pedestrian safety laws and crosswalk safety.    The Police Department would 
also like to remind residents that there have  been a rash of vehicle burglaries, which they 
are working to resolve.   Residents should keep their cars locked and remove valuable 
items. 
 
Council President Cammarano noted the Police department will be starting a community 
public relations program by passing out baseball cards to pass out to the youth. Prizes for 
collecting full sets will be offered;  the cards have been sponsored by area merchants. 
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Councilmember Waldron noted the Environmental Commission is excited that Middlesex 
County has awarded the bid for the Greenway.  The project will include drainage 
improvements, 8 points of entry and a 10 foot wide paved path.  The project completion is 
set 18 months—Spring 2012 
 
Councilmember Waldron noted the Borough would be receiving $77,000 in energy 
improvements through Direct Install at no cost to the Borough. 
 
Councilmember Rubin presented the following events for the  Chamber of Commerce: 

• “Scarecrows on Main” are up until November 22nd for the public to vote.  The 
winners will be announced at the Chamber’s Annual Christmas Tree Lighting on 
December 3rd. 

• Volunteers are needed for the Winter Festival Parade on November 28th.  
Interested residents can contact the Chamber of Commerce. 

• Annual Christmas Tree Lighting on December 3rd. 
 
Councilmember Morrison noted the Auxiliary Police will be participating in the Winter 
Holiday Parade.  Classes for residents interested in volunteering with the Auxiliary 
Police will begin in March; please contact the squad at 732 632 8123. 
 
Councilmember Morrison noted the Cultural Arts Commission co-hosted a successful 
Classical Concert at the Presbyterian Church.  The Commission is looking forward to 
continuing their relationship with the Westerhoff School of Music. 
 
Councilmember Morrison noted the Metuchen EMS held a special Sunday meeting for 
elections.  Jennifer Reed has been elected President , Gary Tyrell is Vice President and 
Lisa Garris is Secretary.   Lisa Garris had to step down as President as she is attending 
paramedic’s school.  Ms. Garris was awarded the Maryanne Willis Scholarship; which is 
presented to a current EMT in paramedic class . 
 
Councilmember Morrison noted the EMS will hold their “Breakfast with Santa” annual 
fundraiser on Sunday, December 5th.  Residents wishing to volunteer with EMS should 
contact the Squad for further information. 
 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS 
 
David Frizell noted that early in 2010 the Council received an Annual report from the 
Zoning Board requesting technical corrections to the made to the Land Development 
Ordinance; also included were recommendations for the Zoning Board Attorney and the 
Borough Engineer.  Mr. Frizell stated that these issues will be reviewed and brought back 
to Council.   
 
REPORT OF THE BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR 
 
Mr. Boerth noted the work has started on Charles Field.  Work is expected to be completed 
in March 2011. 
 
Mr. Boerth noted a Memo has been prepared to Council regarding recommendations on 
the commencement of the Direct Install Program.  The Library will be donating $10,000 to 
have all the work completed at the Library. The project does not have to go bid; the bidder 
is an approved vendor. 
 
Councilmember Morrison asked if any of lights, fencing and other equipment taken out 
from Charles Field can be used elsewhere. 
 
Council President Cammarano noted that lighting at the Municipal Pool is limited to 
security lighting.  Any high intensity lighting would not be recommended; with deference 
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to the neighbors. 
 
Councilmember Rubin questioned what the crosswalk will look like once repaired. 
 
Mr. Boerth stated that the repaired crosswalk will have flashing lights; a bump-out will be 
installed for pedestrian safety; the project will be solar powered. 
 
REPORT OF THE MAYOR 
 
Mayor Vahalla noted the Fire Department answered 19 alarms during the month of 
October; and volunteered 182 hours to alarms and emergencies and 452 hours to drills and 
training. 
 
Mayor Vahalla noted the Winter Festival Parade would be held on November 28th and the 
Annual Christmas Tree Lighting on December 3rd. 
 
The Council will interview candidates for the Borough Clerk position on December 6th and 
noted the meeting would begin at 6:30 p.m.  Mayor Vahalla noted that Mr. Boerth has also 
provided the Council with a memo of job descriptions of all the positions in Borough Hall. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
The Mayor opened the meeting to public comment. 
 
Hearing no comment, the Mayor closed the public portion. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2010-160 
 
 WHEREAS, application has been made by SK & SK Inc.., for a person-to-person and place 
to place transfer of Plenary Retail Consumption License #1210-33-010-003, T/A Metuchen Bar & 
Grill, for premises located at 932 Middlesex Avenue, Metuchen, New Jersey 08840; and 
 
 WHEREAS, public notice of both transfers has been published in The Home News Tribune, 
Freehold, New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, no legally valid written objections have been received concerning said 
transfer; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen, that the application of SK & SK Inc.., for a person-to-person and place to place transfer 
of Plenary Retail Consumption License #1210-33-010-003, T/A Metuchen Bar & Grill for 
premises heretofore located at 932 Middlesex Avenue extend existing premise effective  November 15, 
2010 according to the conditions below: 
 
Conditions:  
 
1. A 36” rail separating the licensed area from the public parking lot shall be maintained at  
            all times to prevent passage.  Access to the outdoor licensed area shall be solely from 
            within the licensed establishment. 
 
2. No service shall be made in the outdoor area after 11:00 P.M. on weekdays, 12:00 A.M. 
            on Friday and Saturday. 
 
3. Service in the outside area shall be limited to seated customers.  No standing service shall be 

permitted. 
 
Dated:  November 15, 2010 
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New number:  1210-33-010-004 
 

Resolution No. 2010-161 
Refund of 2010 Taxes 

WHEREAS, the following have made overpayment of taxes, 

Name Block/Lot Address Amount  Year 
Peter & Jeanne 
Kolchmeyer 

125.4/5 16 Beverly 
Court 

$2,917.28 Refinance caused 
overpayment 

2010/3rd 
qtr 

Fox & Foxx 
Development 

97/1.1 245 Christol 
Street 

$2,448.77 Parcel eliminated 
due to 
subdivision 

2010/1st 
qtr 

Fox & Foxx 
Development 

97/1.1 245 Christol 
Street 

$2,448.76 Parcel eliminated 
due to 
subdivision 

2010/2nd 
qtr 

 
WHEREAS, sufficient documentation of proof of overpayment of taxes has been 

provided to the Tax Collector, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the above listed property owner or agents 

be refunded property taxes as described in the amount of $7,814.81. 
 
Dated:  November 15, 2010 
 

Resolution No. 2010-162 
 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector received the necessary amount to redeem the following 
Tax Sale Certificates on the following properties: 
 
Cert #  Block/Lot  Address   Lienholder 
10-00005 126.10/42  197 Middlesex Ave  Pro Capital Fund I LLC 
10-00001 83/24   656 Middlesex Ave  Sequoia Investments 
10-00002 83/26   660 Middlesex Ave  Sequoia Investments 
10-00003 83.1/34  Middlesex Ave  SASS MUNITVI DTR 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tax Collector be authorized to cancel this liens 
from the municipal records. 
 
Dated:  November 15, 2010 
 

RESOLUTION  NO. 2010-163 
 

 WHEREAS, bids were received by the Borough Engineer on November 10, 2010 for 
the Flashing Pedestrian Crosswalks & Signage Improvements on Main Street for the 
Borough of Metuchen; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Council has reviewed the recommendation made by the 
Borough Attorney on said bids, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey that all bids for the contract for 
Flashing Pedestrian Crosswalks & Signage Improvements on Main Street be and the 
same are being rejected because the only bid that was at or below the Borough Engineer’s 
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estimate was non-responsive because it fails to provide a list of subcontractors as required 
by law. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all certified checks on bid bonds received be 
returned. 
 
Dated: November 15, 2010 
 
On a motion made by Council President Cammarano, seconded by Councilmember Rubin, 
with all in favor, the above Resolutions No 2010-160 through  No. 2010-163 were adopted. 
 
OTHER NEW BUSINESS 
 
BILL RESOLUTION 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
that the proper warrants be drawn and all bills paid totaling $3,194,150.79. 
 
Dated:  November 15, 2010 
 
 I, Rebecca Cuthbert, Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Metuchen do hereby 
certify that funds are available for the payment of bills for the Borough of Metuchen. 
 
    /s/ Rebecca Cuthbert, CFO 
 
On a motion made by Council President Cammarano, seconded by Councilmember Rubin, 
with all in favor, this Resolution was adopted. 
 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC ON NEW BUSINESS MATTERS ONLY 
 
The Mayor opened the public hearing. 
 
Hearing no comment, the Mayor closed the public portion. 
 
On a motion made by Council President Cammarano, seconded by Councilmember Rubin, 
the meeting was adjourned at  8:10  p.m. 
 
 
 
 
   ______________________________  
   BOZENA LACINA, RMC 
   Municipal Clerk 


