
  
               METUCHEN SHADE TREE COMMISSION 

         BOROUGH HALL   •   500 MAIN STREET   •   METUCHEN, NJ 08840 

 

PUBLIC MEETING 
March 11, 2015 – 7:00 PM 

 
PRESENT:  Dorothy Rasmussen, Maggie Manza, Linnae Bulum, Franklin Ferrara, Todd Pagel, Linnae Bulum, 
Ushentha Govender, Christine Von der Linn, and Lisa Gallina 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER/QUORUM 

• Ushentha Govender 1st & Maggie Manza 2nd @ 7:08pm.  
 

2. WELCOME OF NEW MEMBER 
• Lisa Gallina welcomed as a new member of the Shade Tree Commission. 

 
3. APPROVAL OF February 2015 MINUTES 

•  1st Frank Ferrara and 2nd Todd Pagel. 
 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT 
• Colleen Hines joined the meeting to express concern about tree removal and proper replacement of trees by 

property developers.  She expressed specific concerns about 2 properties. The first, 57 Blair built by Fox and 
Foxx, where she states a 3 feet caliper tree was removed.  Ms. Hines is concerned that the tree was not 
replaced. Her second concern is 21 Barnstable where 2 trees where removed, a sweet gum and silver maple, 
which she states where also 3 feet in caliper.  Ms. Hines wants to ensure that trees are replaced 
appropriately.  Ms. Hines wanted to know if the Borough granted permission for the tree removal, and if the 
Borough was reimbursed for the loss of these trees. Maggie Manza will follow up with Chris Cosenza to 
determine if the Fox and Foxx received permission and if the town was reimbursed for the loss of these 
trees. 
 

5. TREE GIVEAWAY:  NEW JERSEY TREE RECOVERY CAMPAIGN. 
• A free tree giveaway will be scheduled for April 11th, 2015 at the Metuchen Senior Center from 9am – 1pm.  

STC will ask the Environmental commission to help with distribution. Fred Hall at DPW will pick up trees for 
the event.    
 

6. REVIEW OF COMMUNITY FORESTRY MANAGEMENT PLAN (CFMP) 
• Metuchen’s CFMP was not approved in February by the Community Forestry Council. Revisions have been 

made and will be resubmitted to the Community Forestry Council for approval at their April 2015 meeting. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

7. UPDATES/ADDITIONAL BUSINESS 
 

• Todd has drafted a letter, exploring the possibility of STC working with a Rutgers professor to assist with 
acquiring a tree consultant.  

• Spring planting:  There are 9-10 homeowner requests to fulfill. STC will also explore planting in sparsely tree-
populated areas.  STC members volunteered to investigate the 4 quadrants of town to identify specific areas 
in need of Shade trees. 

• Arbor day is Friday, April 24th. STC will explore working with Edgar Middle School to plant trees at the school. 
• Email address:  STC has an email address.  Shadetree@metuchen.com and shadetreechair@metuchen.com. 

Both emails will be directed to Maggie Manza, STC chairperson. 
• Facebook:  Christine will explore posting Tree-giveaway event.   

 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
• Maggie 1st & Linnae 2nd at 8:31pm 
• Next meeting to be held Wednesday, April 8th 2015 at 7pm at Borough Hall.   
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