
  
               METUCHEN SHADE TREE COMMISSION 

         BOROUGH HALL   •   500 MAIN STREET   •   METUCHEN, NJ 08840 

 

PUBLIC MEETING 
January 14, 2015 – 7:00 PM 

 
PRESENT:  Dorothy Rasmussen, Maggie Manza, Cher Krumins-Beens, Linnae Bulum, Franklin Ferrara, Todd 
Pagel, Linnae Bulum, Ushentha Govender, and Christine Von der Linn. 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER/QUORUM 

• Linnae Bulum 1st & Ushentha Govender 2nd @ 7:14pm  
 

2. APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 2014 MINUTES 
•  1st Maggie Manza 2nd Linnae Bulum 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
• Cher Krumins-Beens joined the meeting to provide transition information to the committee as she has 

resigned her position with the STC as of December 31, 2013.  The committee thanks Cher for her hard work 
and dedication to STC.  

• Jennifer Maier, the newly appointed Borough Administrator, attended meeting.  
 

4. NEW MEMBER 
• Christine Von der Linn was welcomed to STC. 
 

5. OFFICERS 
• Maggie Manza elected to Chair unanimously by committee members. 
• Nominated persons for position to Secretary: Frank Ferrara and Ushentha Govender.  Ushentha elected as 

Secretary 
 

6. COMMUNITY FORESTRY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
• The community forestry plan will be reviewed and approved by Metuchen Borough Council at the February 

12, 2015 meeting.  Jennifer Maier commented on the plan, stating that while the budget is tight, she is 
committed to the removal of trees in poor condition in the Borough.  However there is limited funding in 
place to remove all the trees that are in poor condition. Fred Hall at Public Works has 2 staff available to 
remove and preserve trees.  Dorothy Rasmussen stated that last year STC gave $10.000 to Public Works 
toward this purpose.  Ms. Maier also liked the idea of diversifying the species of tree canopy and planting on 
right of way that is free of overhead wires.   

• A Template for resolution to approve Community Forestry plan is required for the February 12th meeting – 
Dorothy will contact with Zig Panek for assistance.  

• STC is considering hiring a tree expert.  Jennifer Maier will reach out to a Rutgers professor to explore 
creating a project to identify the best-suited trees for Metuchen.   



 
• Chris Cosenza requires best planting procedures for trees – Linnae will contact Nick Pollian at Rutgers 

cooperative extension.  And Cher will explore procedures from Core training  
• Per Dorothy Rasmussen, STC has a tree permit to allow residents to prune and or remove trees.  This permit 

will be available at the Building Department. 
 

7. UPDATES/ADDITIONAL BUSINESS 
• Arbor day Plan:  Explore if schools are interested, improper for STC to ask for a Donation of a tree.   

STC to consider making this years project planting extra surplus tree from “NJ state post-Sandy donation”, at 
tennis courts on Grove Street. Consider asking girl/boy scouts for assistance.   

• Fred Hall keeps a spreadsheet of complaints regarding trees. STC will no longer be addressing tree 
complaints.  Brian at Public Works will inspect the trees and address the complaints.   

• Jennifer will talk to Rich in Borough IT department to figure out who is receiving STC email from 
MetuchenNJ.org.  Maggie will contact Borough clerk, Susan Jackson, regarding who is currently receiving the 
STC email.   

• Annual accomplishment plan needs to be reviewed next month and volunteers assigned 
• New engraver needed for STC plaque – Todd will explore. 
• Dorothy invited STC to attend recognition of Bronze level certification to Metuchen from Sustainable New 

Jersey at the Borough council meeting on Tuesday, January 20th 2015. 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
• Ushentha 1st & Maggie 2nd at 8:54pm 
• Next meeting to be held Wednesday, February 11th 2015 at 7pm at Borough Hall.   

 
 
 
 
  


