
  
               METUCHEN SHADE TREE COMMISSION 

         BOROUGH HALL   •   500 MAIN STREET   •   METUCHEN, NJ 08840 

 

PUBLIC MEETING 
February 11, 2015 – 7:00 PM 

 
PRESENT:  Dorothy Rasmussen, Maggie Manza, Linnae Bulum, Franklin Ferrara, Todd Pagel, Linnae Bulum, 
Ushentha Govender, and Christine Von der Linn. 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER/QUORUM 

• Linnae Bulum 1st & Todd Pagel 2nd @ 7:08pm  
 

2. APPROVAL OF January 2014 MINUTES 
•  1st Ushentha Govender and 2nd Maggie Manza 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
• Lisa Galina joined the meeting and expressed an interest in joining STC. 
• Shirley Brown joined the meeting to understand CFMP 
• Jennifer Maier joined meeting at 7:45pm to provide follow-up regarding CMPF 

 
 

4. IMPLEMENTATION OF COMMUNITY FORESTRY MANAGEMENT PLAN (CMFP) 
• Maggie expressed interest in understanding how money for removal of 46 trees deemed as most hazardous 

would be undertaken. Dorothy Rasmussen explored with Jennifer Maier. Jennifer confirmed that the 46 
trees would be removed by the Department of Public Works over unspecified time due to limited resources 
available to DPW.  DPW has list of trees for removal.  
 

• Maggie expressed interest in understanding how homeowners can receive permission to remove trees.  
Dorothy Rasmussen stated that per current policy DPW has to assess a tree to provide permission for 
homeowner removal. On a case by case bases a tree will assessed by a tree expert at public works.  If a tree 
is on STC removal list a homeowner may be granted permission by the Borough to remove the tree.  The 
same permission needs to be granted for pruning trees. STC will replace a removed tree within 2 years of 
removal.  Per Maggie Manza’s discussion with Chris Cosenza, presently there is not a tree permit to allow 
residents to prune and or remove trees at the Building Department. 

 
• Christine Von der Linn will explore sharing the CMFP plan with the public.  The new CFMP plan will be 

posted to STC commission page on the Borough website.  Todd Pagel suggested we post CFMP to the 
Borough Facebook page.  Jennifer Maier says we can share information with her and she will pass along to 
web master.  Christine volunteered to be the liaison between Jim Graciano, who manages the borough 
website Facebook page 

 



 
• Jennifer Maier commented on STC need to hire a tree expert.  Jennifer has reached out to a Rutgers 

professor to explore creating a project to identify the best-suited trees for Metuchen.  Jennifer stated that 
he is on sabbatical, but he could have a different professor to work with us.  Dorothy says our major project 
is to replant Main Street, as well as find a several hardy tree species we can start to explore planting. 
Dorothy wants to address replanting areas around Borough Hall, the Train station parking lot, and 
reorganizing parking lots with tree landscape.    
 

• Alex McCarthy from the state will send us the final revision of CFMP by the end of February.  
 

5. UPDATES/ADDITIONAL BUSINESS 
• Fall planting update: fewer trees went in than anticipated, as some homeowners did not want to proceed 

with tree planting. 
• Arbor day Plan:  

STC to consider making this years project planting extra surplus tree from “NJ state post-Sandy donation”, at 
tennis courts on Grove Street. Consider asking girl/boy scouts for assistance.  Ushentha will reach out to girl 
troop about planting in April. 

• Todd will draft an email request to Rutgers professor regarding assisting with Main Street replant and re-
scaping the parking lots with trees.   

• Spring planting: Maggie has a list of homeowner requests that STC will fill. Additionally, STC will identify 
commercial properties that need street trees.  STC planting goal for 2015 is 25 trees for spring and 25 for 
fall.   

• Maggie wants to tackle Main Street when we have a consultant recommend appropriate trees. 
• Jennifer will talk to Rich in Borough IT department to figure out who is receiving STC email from 

MetuchenNJ.org.  Maggie will contact Borough clerk, Susan Jackson, regarding who is currently receiving the 
STC email.  Jennifer Maier will help STC create it’s own email address.   

• Reorganization of Annual accomplishment plan: Responsibilities assigned and listed below. 
Arbor Day Project: Maggie and Linnae will explore tree planting at the Tennis Courts. Maggie and Linnae 
with reach out to Metuchen HS Guidance department to find student volunteers. 
Farmer market table:  Todd  
Updating inventory: Ushentha 
October Fair: Ushentha and Linnae 
Tree of Life Plaque –Todd 
Updates for website, communications liaison – Christine 

• Maggie reinforced need for STC involvement in NJ Shade tree annual conference 2015 – scheduled for 
October in Atlantic City. 

 
6. ADJOURNMENT 

• Linnae 1st & Maggie 2nd at 8:47pm 
• Next meeting to be held Wednesday, March 11th 2015 at 7pm at Borough Hall.   

 
 
 
 
  


