
Metuchen Municipal Alliance 

Thursday, March 10, 2016 
Minutes 

Attendance:  Kris Dubon, Katherine Liss, Jodi Kopac, Jackie Gibson, Donna Jamison, Joanne 
Markano, Carol Vokland, Lisa Freed, Allison Inserro, Beatrice Moskowitz, Lisa Lussier, and Rev. 
Carol Pepe 

The meeting was brought to order by Katherine Liss at 7:00 pm. 

The February 11th meeting minutes were approved.  

I. New Members in Attendance were introduced:    
1. Rev. Carol Pepe is with St. Lukes Episcopal church in Metuchen.  She 

graciously agreed to join the Alliance, thereby fulfilling the need for a Clergy 
member on the committee. 

2. Lis Lussier is a Metuchen resident and parent, a parishioner at First 
Presbyterian Church and nearly finished with a degree in Social Work from 
Rutgers University.   

3. In the near future Kathy Ostermueller from the Senior Center will be joining 
us as well at a meeting. 
 

II. Strengthening Families – currently running at Edgar School Tuesdays, February 
23rd through April 12th for families and parents of Youth 11 to 14 years old. 

a. A program Update was Given by Jodie Kopac, our Borough (Local) 
Coordinator,  who worked with the Wellspring Organization (formerly 
NCADD) to implement the Program.  This program has been fully 
funded by our Annual grant. 

1. 12 families were brought forth by our combined efforts to the 
Program.  A follow-up or “booster” program may follow as 
well. 

2. The program has culminated well with Dinner and babysitting 
provided and coordinated by Jodie for all families who availed 
themselves of the opportunity. 

2.  At our April Meeting Jodie will inform the committee of the sources 
reported by Wellspring that were successful in obtaining the actual 
participants, ie. media/print advertising (The Crit), train flyers, Library, 
YMCA word of mouth, posters, etc. 
  

III. State/County Information -   

A. The bi-laws have been resubmitted to Allison Inserro, the town Councilwoman.  Kathy Liss and Carol 
Volkand have made what we believe are hopefully final changes for Allison and the Board Attorney’s 
review. 



b.   Roula’s visit went well. She confirmed we definitely have all our “ducks” in a 
row and have seen great success thus far with our programs and events. 
 

IV. Metuchen High School Book Fundraiser:  Kris Dubon will be once again 
coordinating a Mass mailing to raise money for student agenda/planner books. 
1. This year Kris has secured about 8 more pages for ad space; she suggested 

we sell booster ads that will allow parents for a $10.00 cost to insert “one 
liners” of well wishes to their children and specifically graduating seniors.  
We agreed on the cost. 

2. Sakula Yoga at February’s meeting was offered a Thank You ½ page Free Ad 
in lieu of their $150.00 donation back to the Alliance after our Joint Yoga 
Event.  Lisa will provide Kris with their business card before the Summer for 
printing. 

3. The anticipated Fundraising will take place over the course of the next 
month.  Kris will reach out to anyone on Committee she needs help from re: 
supplies and mailing collate prior to the April 14th meeting.  An estimated 
300 letters. 

4. Our usual MHS Agenda book Donor List will be emailed to the entire 
committed to make calls in the Interim. 

 
V. Magic Show Fundraiser:  will be held Friday April 15, 2016, at Campbell School 

with doors opening at 6:30pm 
A. Volunteers for: 
1. Angela Yao 
2. Shivangi Manivanman 
3. Kris Dubon (will bring 6 dz. Cupcakes to sell @.50 ea). 
4. Carol Pepe 
5. Donna Jamison- cookies for sale 
6. Carol Volkand 
7. Kathy Liss 
8. Allison Inserro  **  Perhaps someone can bring water for sale as well? If so 

kindly email the group to inform. 
B. Jodie passed out flyers to be distributed as anyone can and we appreciate any 

help!  

1. We are not going to bring them to the preschools until Tues. April 5 when the 
Metuchen schools get back from Spring Break.  We don't want give them out too early. 

2.Public Schools interested in Hard Copies & St. Francis CCD & School: Donna and Davie 
L. via Jodie 

3.Local stores - Donna  

4.Nursery Schools - Jodie & Kathy: Little Friends, Click Bricks, Centenary and Le Petite 
Enfants & the Library,  BEATRICE - will deliver to Little Genius Academy 

 



VI. B. Digital Copies - DONNA: St. Francis School & CCD/ JACKIE: with Dr. Caputo 
for Metuchen Schools. 
 

VII. Treasurer’s Report - was emailed to Jodie by Danielle to provide at meeting. It 
will be reviewed and verified.  

 
VIII. Outreach Discussions:                           
 

A.  Kathleen Ostermuller Senior Center Direction, spoke to Kathy L. & Allison 
and interested in attending one of our meetings in near future 

B. Paul Edgecome - YMCA Board, tentatively scheduled to attend our April 
14th Meeting via Kathy Liss. 

C. Project Graduation and or MHS PTO member may be invited as well. 
D. First Presbyterian Church - has community talks where they invite people. 

Mayor & Police at next one.  We may reach out to them as well about our 
organization.  Lisa Lussier can put us in touch with Minister there.  

IX. Youth Alliance Update:  They drafted Letter after discussions with Kathy Glutz for 
speak to students their about Alliance work at MHS Level.  Kathy Liss will review 

XII Alison Inserro - Councilwoman with Boro Update Info-  

In the News : 

A. Downtown Alliance-  a district management Corporation has been formed; it will assist 
retailers with marketing in town. We are now amongst several other small town-type 
communities in NJ who have joined over the years.  Will also serves as a great resource.  
Information can be found at Downtownmetuchen.org.   

B. Street Smart - a new pedestrian education and enforcement pilot program.  This State 
pilot program works in conjunction with the town’s Traffic and Transportation 
committee.  Street Smart is a safety campaign and can be found on Facebook: 
Metuchen Street Smart NJ.  The website for the NJ program is bestreetsmartnj.org.  
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