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MEETING MINUTES 
JANUARY 25, 2016 

 
In Attendance: Grace Shackney, Nancy Goldberg, Carolyn Hamming, John Sharp, Linda 
Vonderschmidt-LaStella, Claire McClanahan,  Judy Yin-Chi Lee, Ron Grayzel, Robert Diken, 
Elizabeth Pallitto, Henry Chang, Carissa Sestito, Cathy Tardosky, Danny Adlerman, Ed Wetzel, 
and guests Larry  McCullough, Roman Stefaniew, Anna Paone, and Deb Kmetz.  
Minutes from the meeting on November 23, 2015 were read and approved.   
Larry McCullough, the new Executive Director of the Metuchen Chamber of Commerce, 
was introduced and spoke briefly. In his comments, he expressed his enthusiastic commitment to 
the arts and going forward, how he would work with the Chamber in its efforts to revitalize 
downtown Metuchen. He outlined how the Chamber will support the MAC in its endeavors to 
further the arts in the area.  (McCullough will be involved with the Metuchen Downtown 
Alliance, the Main Street initiative). 
Reorganization is official, with Clare McClanahan now a member and John Sharp now Vice 
Chairperson.  Grace Shackney was elected Chairperson.  Terri Kohl was nominated as Treasurer, 
and Judy, Carolyn, Grace, and Bob were appointed to serve on the Council  until 2019.  Dottie 
Windhold is the new President of the Metuchen Chamber of Commerce and will continue on the 
MAC Advisory Council. 
Reports:-Members who are part of the Metuchen Arts Council website development discussed 
their progress.  Linda LaStella and Bob Diken showed the group the MAC site on their laptop 
computers.  Work on the website continues, due to the efforts of Website Committee members 
Bob, Linda, Elizabeth Pallitto, Claire McClanahan, and Henry Chang.   
The Community Mural project will have a ceremony in March. The purpose of this ceremony is 
to mark the completion of the latest phase and to thank Public Works for its assistance.  Linda 
now has two student interns from the High School to help her.  The public is invited in March to 
work on Phase Three of the project, entitled “Winter.”   
Anna Paone introduced the Dragonfly Multicultural Arts Center, a local theatre company run by 
Anna and Catherine LaMoreaux, with Matthew Holbert as Producing Associate.  The next 
offering from Dragonfly will be in February: Arms and the Man by George Bernard Shaw.  For 
this production, the theatre group has paired up with D’Novo restaurant on Main Street, which is 
offering a prix fixe dinner-theatre package.  Autumn Fallin’, performed at the Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival, is in the works, and Dragonfly wants to bring the director  to NJ from the U.K. Other 
projected events include a children’s musical, a classic play (by Shakespeare), and an immersive 
murder mystery. 
MAC applied for. grants for DanceSpora and for Metuchen Rocks.  DanSpora was awarded 
$1,692, and Metuchen Rocks received $1,600.   
Bob Diken reported that plans for the Art in the Garden Tour are underway. Several other ideas 
for upcoming cultural events were discussed, including combining Ed Wetzel’s and Carolyn 
Hemming’s research project on Julia Hart Beers Kempson with the Garden tour.   
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The Metuchen Recreation Association won an award for outstanding programming from the 
New Jersey Recreation Association.  Nancy Goldberg will be going to the awards ceremony in 
Atlantic City on March 1st. 
Carolyn Hemming is considering a bus trip to Pennsylvania in the Spring, and a December trip to 
the Botanical Gardens . 
The next meeting of the Arts Council will be February 22, 2016. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Cathy Tardosky 
Secretary  
 


