
 
Explore the Development  

of a Metuchen  
Historic Preservation Ordinance 

 

 

In 2008, the Commi ee successfully applied for and received a technical assistance 
grant from Preserva on New Jersey to examine Metuchen’s municipal historic 
preserva on program.  As part of the evalua on, the Commi ee explored other 
towns’ historic preserva on sec ons of their municipal master plans.  When 
Metuchen’s master plan is updated, the Commi ee will work with the Planner, 
Mayor, and Council on Metuchen’s Historic Preserva on Element. 

 

At this  me, the Commi ee is focusing its efforts on obtaining New Jersey and 
Na onal Register designa on for Metuchen’s historic resources.  In the future, if the 
Commi ee recommends an ordinance to the Mayor and Council, there will be the 
opportunity for public input. 

 

 

Grant Funding has been provided by the 
Middlesex County Cultural & Heritage 

Commission Middlesex County Board of 
Chosen Freeholders through a grant 

provided by the New Jersey Historical 
Commission, a division of the Department of 
State.  Matching funds were provided by the 

Borough of Metuchen. 
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The	Metuchen	Historic	Preservation	Committee	was	formed	in	January	2008	to	advise	the	
Mayor	and	Council	on	steps	to	strengthen	Metuchen’s	commitment	to	historic	preservation.		

The	Committee’s	goals	are	to	develop	public	education	on	the	bene its	of	historic	
preservation,	honor	Metuchen’s	historic	resources	by	increasing	the	number	of	

structures	in	town	listed	on	the	New	Jersey	and	National	Registers	of	Historic	Places,	and	
explore	the	development	of	a	Metuchen	Historic	Preservation	Ordinance	to	formally	

recognize	and	protect	the	town’s	distinctive	historic	and	architectural	character.	



Develop Public Education 

 Architectural Historian Janet Foster’s 
overview of Metuchen’s architectural history  

 Architect Elizabeth Reeve’s  ps for taking 
care of older homes 

Annual Historic Preserva on Scavenger Hunts (2011 – 2013) 
In honor of Na onal Preserva on Month, the Borough’s Historic Preserva on 
Commi ee hosts self‐paced Scavenger Hunts during the month of May.  The 
Commi ee widely promotes the hunts, including coordina ng with the Metuchen 
schools.  Winners are announced at a Borough Council mee ng, with prizes awarded 
thanks to the Metuchen Area Chamber of Commerce and an anonymous donor.  

Celebrate Metuchen Workshop (May 17, 2009) 

Community Outreach 

 Provide displays for annual Local History Day. 
 Lead walking tours for scout troops. 
 Contribute regular updates to the Metuchen‐Edison Historical Society’s 

newsle er.  

Number of resources on the 
Na onal Register? 
Metuchen 2; Cranford 2; Chatham 18; 
Wes ield 53; Fanwood 58; Summit 105; 
Madison 106; Cranbury 219; Highland Park 
240; Mendham 271; Glen Ridge 1,958 
   

Townwide Evalua on (Year 1 
study, 2009 – 2010):   
A professional historic preserva on 
consultant evaluated the en re town and 
recommended the following areas as having 
the highest poten al for historic district 
designa on: 

 Middlesex Avenue Area‐Woodwild Park 
Historic District, including Rector Street, 
Highland Avenue, and Hillside Avenue:  
evaluated as Metuchen’s strongest district 

 Graham Avenue ‐ Thomas  
Pond Historic District:  needs research 
related to neighborhood history 

 Main Street (west side) ‐ Amboy Avenue 
Historic District:  needs research 
concerning early property owners 

Top Priority Historic District (Years 
2– 4 studies, 2010 – 2013):   
Historic preserva on consultants conducted 
addi onal historic research and fieldwork 
related to the Middlesex Avenue Area‐
Woodwild Park Historic District, iden fied as: 

“representa ve of early 20th century 
Metuchen when it was known as the ‘Brainy 
Borough.’  Its development ca. 1890–1940 
was the major period of growth for 

Metuchen as an affluent suburban commuter 
community.  Metuchen in general and this 
district in par cular a racted a wealthy and 
well‐educated popula on that worked in 
prominent professional and cultural fields in 
New York, Jersey City and other centers of 
commerce while returning to Metuchen to 
socialize at the clubs and community 
organiza ons and lead Metuchen’s turn‐of‐
the‐century life.” 

The district includes Middlesex Avenue, 
which is part of the Lincoln Highway, the first 
interstate highway in the United States. 

Increase Metuchen’s Representation 
on State / national registers 

Approximate loca on of the proposed Middlesex 
Avenue Area‐Woodwild Park Historic District. 
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