Minutes of the Metuchen Historic Preservation Committee Regular Meeting
February 10, 2015
Metuchen Borough Hall, 2" Floor, 500 Main Street, Metuchen, NJ

Chairperson Tyreen Reuter called the February 10, 2015 regularly scheduled meeting of the Metuchen
Historic Preservation Committee (HPC) to order at 7:41 PM.

Attendance

Tyreen Reuter, Nancy Zerbe, Richard Miller, Becky Seely, Suzanne Andrews, and Councilman Jay
Muldoon, Liaison

Review of Minutes from the January 13, 2015 Meeting

The minutes from the January 13, 2015 meeting were reviewed. Becky Seely / Suzanne Andrews
(M/S/C, unanimous) to approve the minutes.

National Register Nomination

Tyreen Reuter updated the committee on the status of the draft National Register nomination and
distributed copies of documentation.

The Committee discussed:

e Possibly straightening out the boundaries at the intersection of Oak and East Chestnut to
include a few properties; the Committee will first check the district’s period of significance and
the 2 houses’ dates of construction.

e The municipal park next to Borough Hall. The Committee thought it would be good to include
public open space in the historic district; however, it could be difficult because it is on the same
lot as the modern Borough Hall. The Committee decided, therefore, to not include the parkin
the district.

e The Committee also discussed the possibility of including homes along Pleasant Place and
Washington Place; no decision was reached.

e Still to be done:

0 Richard Miller to take some photographs and write brief description of landscaping.
0 Nancy Zerbe to finish descriptions of the individual buildings and send Richard Miller
some examples of landscaping descriptions.

e The Committee discussed the need to develop a budget for the work yet to be done including
developing archival black-and-white photographs and coordinating public outreach. Nancy
Zerbe will look into the approximate cost of printing up the photographs.



New Grant Project

The Committee discussed the proposed public education booklet on the topic of Metuchen’s Brainy
Borough battle with Glen Ridge.

Tyreen Reuter and Becky Seely have been working on an idea for the product that includes some
excerpts and transcriptions of the newspaper articles and some information on the people involved.
Becky Seely has worked on transcribing highlights of the newspaper articles concerning the Brainy
Borough battle.

The Committee discussed:

e The size of the booklet and agreed on a folded 8% x 11 size.
e How to get the writing done. The Committee divided up the work:
0 Tyreen Reuter will put together images.
0 Richard Miller, Becky Seely, Jay Muldoon, Suzanne Andrews, and Nancy Zerbe each took
5 names of the names used in the “battle” and will review the newspapers articles to
find and type up excerpts describing them.
0 Richard Miller will write a draft introduction.

The meeting ended 9:13 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,

Nancy Zerbe, HPC Member

Upcoming Meetings
March 10

April 14

May 12

June 9



