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Passenger Schedule Circa 1928

The Former Amboy Avenue Station in Metuchen

Source: Images of Rail: The Lehigh Valley

Railroad Across New Jersey

The Perth Amboy Branch of the Lehigh Valley Railroad ran through Metuchen

HISTORY OF THE LEHIGH VALLEY
RAILROAD IN METUCHEN

The Lehigh Valley Railroad was one of a number of railroads built
in the Northeast to primarily to haul coal from coal mining and
hauling operations in Pennsylvania to consumer markets in New
York City. It was official incorporated April 21, 1846 and adopted
the name Lehigh Valley Railroad in 1853.

Easton and Amboy Railroad was a railroad built across central New
Jersey by the Lehigh Valley Railroad in the 1870s. Construction
was completed in 1875 extending a branch through Plainfield and
Metuchen to Perth Amboy, where a large coal dock was constructed
to allow the coal to transport into New York City. The majority
of the rail traffic carried coal and other freight. Metuchen had
passenger stations along the Perth Amboy Branch line located at
Amboy Avenue and at Durham Avenue.

In 1976, major portions of the assets of the bankrupt Lehigh Valley
Railroad were acquired by Conrail.

The majority of the rail traffic along the Perth Amboy Branch was for the transportation of coal and other freight.
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The Extension of the Middlesex Greenway will create opportunities to retain and reinterpret the railroad and the industrial heritage that transformed this area almost a century ago.
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EXTENDING THE
EAST COAST GREENWAY

The East Coast Greenway is a developing trail system, spanning
nearly 3,000 miles as it winds its way between Canada and Key
West, linking all the major cities of the eastern seaboard. Nearly
25 percent of the route is already on safe, traffic-free paths.

The New Jersey portion of the Greenway covers 94 miles between
Pennsylvania and New York. It passes through bustling urban
areas as well as quiet suburban settings and more rural landscapes
than one might expect. The route is currently 48% on traffic-free
paths and has the second highest percent of completed trail in any
Greenway state.

The Middlesex Greenway provides additional linkages to the system.
The County anticipates publishing notice of the construction RFP
in the Summer of 2010. For more information on the Greenway
please see www.edisongreenways.org/greenway.html.
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COMMUNITY PLANNING:
MIDDLESEX GREENWAY
EXTENSION

While Metuchen has several projects completed, approved and
in the advanced planning stages in its Town Center, the Borough
is also targeting the clean-up and mixed-use redevelopment of
several brownfields sites including a portion of the Lehigh Valley
Railroad right-of-way. These sites total approximately 50.69 acres
of land that extends from the edge of Metuchen’s Town Center
to the edge of the Dismal Swamp, the largest natural open space
in northern Middlesex County. The Dismal Swamp covers nearly
1,240 acres with a 12-acre portion of its wetland and upland area
located in Metuchen.

What started as a “rails-to-trails” vision more than two decades ago
is coming to fruition today. The Middlesex Greenway overpass at
Route One is installed and Middlesex County is moving forward
with implementing trail improvements. The Greenway is a regional
open space running through Metuchen, Edison, South Plainfield,
Woodbridge and Perth Amboy to access trails and natural open
space in the Dismal Swamp. Presently, public access to the uplands
of the Dismal Swamp in Metuchen is extremely difficult and limited,
thus making the most significant natural open space in the region
extremely inaccessible.

Spanning across Metuchen, Edison and South Plainfield, the
Dismal Swamp is the most significant natural open space in the
region. Recently the Dismal Swamp Planning Commission was
created to help protect this natural resource area. Presently, there
are a number of interrelated efforts for enhancing the regional
recreational value of the Dismal Swamp, including plans for
additional trails, a connection to the Environmental Center at
the Triple C Ranch in Edison, equestrian trails, etc. The State
Wetlands Mitigation Funds may be available to restore freshwater
wetlands in the Dismal Swamp.
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Selected Comments from the Survey

Central Avenue would be a great bicycle route to Liberty St. especially on weekends
- You can see parents pushing carriages and running from Main to Central to
Plainfield Ave. We have a truck problem!

Trash needs to be cleaned and trail put in. Otherwise leave pure.

More pedestrian-friendly access to green spaces/parks please!

Better signs and info

Pedestrian and bike access is the next big thing. Middlesex County would be
well-off to accommodate

We would love an extension/bike path, being a former NYC bike rider

Separated grade crossing at Middlesex Avenue would be great!

Ilove the Greenway as it is now - perfect place to walk my dog. Only improvement
would be to reduce mud/standing water on the trail as it goes under Main St.
and Re. 27.

Have a sign at the "start" of the trail to bring more awareness to this great place

Link up with Memorial Park in Metuchen

If new railroad parking deck is built, trade-off & eliminate parking on Memorial
Way next to Memorial Park & "regreen" that lot as part of the Greenway

I ride my mountain bike from Trailhead Park to Belmont Ave. in South Plainfield.
It would be a great loss of the trail if this were (sic) entirely "tamed". There is very
little off-road cycling in this area and this is a treasure. Any plans should consider
the pre-existing uses of the trail such as mountain biking
Identify the history of the trail - LVRR train stations, etc.

More access points

I think it would be a wonderful idea. Everything is becoming so "city life". It would
be great to take kids or your pets. Wonderful idea to get people out and exercise

Please use material which allows for proper drainage. The rails-to-trails walkway
behind the TD Bank is too wet by the Kahn's Bridge area.

Please keep reminding us how important this is!
Someplace for teens to "hang out" instead of parking lots

Skateboard Park

Dog park

16
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT:
WALKING TOURS, WORKSHOPS,
AND GREENWAY SURVEY

The Middlesex Greenway Extension Plan was developed using a
public participatory process involving site walking tours, community
workshops and a survey. Residents and stakeholders offered their
perceptions of existing conditions and the possibilities for the
Greenway. They identified opportunities and challenges and the
potential improvements that would enhance the sustainability and
livability of the Borough.

Two walking tours were embarked upon to identify elements of
Study Area that the planning team needed to understand through
the eyes and experience of the “local experts” who live in the
Metuchen. These “walk and talk” tours were conducted in July
with the Environmental Commission and in October with citizens
attending the Public Workshop.

Two public workshops were held to provide an opportunity
to involve the “local experts” in the formulation of the plan.
Metuchen citizens also acted as a sounding board for feedback on
some key issues, ranging from bicycle and pedestrian safety and
access, environment concerns, open space needs, and circulation
issues. The format of the workshops allowed the team to listen to
the issues and concerns of the community, including both areas of
consensus and conflict, to more clearly understand the community’s
vision for its future.

The survey was developed to gauge the awareness for the Greenway
and Dismal Swamp in the community. It also included questions to
gather input for types of open space amenities (trails, park features,
gardens, etc.); questions to explore favorite parks as precedents; and
a section for comments and direct feedback. The results reinforced
the need for increased awareness and publicity for the Greenway.
There was general consensus for introducing a variety of trails,
“green-themed” public spaces, and community garden elements.
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BIG IDEAS - GARDENS: WILDFLOWER AND BUTTERFLY GARDENS; COMMUNITY-SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE; RAISED BED COMMUNITY GARDENS
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BIG IDEAS - SUSTAINABLE DESIGN: WETLANDS RESTORATION, STORMWATER TREATMENT TRAINS, RAIN GARDENS, STREAM “DAYLIGHTING"”
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BIG IDEAS - PARK SPACES: QUIET SITTING AREAS, FLOWER GARDENS AND ARBORETUMS, SCULPTURE GARDENS, EMBANKMENT PLANTING AND RESTORATION
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BIG IDEAS - TRAILS: PAVED MULTI-USE PATHS, SOFT-PAVED TRAILS, WOODED MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAILS, BRIDGE ELEMENTS
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SHARING SPACE:
ACCESS ROAD AND
MULTI-USE TRAIL

The Durham Avenue to Middlesex Avenue Connector
is envisioned in the Metuchen Master Plan Circulation
Element to be extended northward to the Liberty Street
industrial area. This industrial area is a major source of
the truck traffic on Central Avenue, which significantly
degrades the service level of the problematic Middlesex/
Central/Lake Avenues intersection. The abandoned
Lehigh Valley rail right-of-way offers the possibility for
this connection. A sensitively located narrow road would
connect via Jersey Avenue at Durham Avenue and switch
to the northeastern side of the LVRR right-of-way. An
additional north-south route such as this would take
vehicles off of Central Avenue.

Any road connection would have to be designed in a
context-sensitive manner to ensure the safety and usability
of the Greenway. The Greenway Extension Plan envisions
bringing the main trail into the Dismal Swamp just north
of the outfall of the Dismal Brook with a secondary trail
following the right-of-way. A narrow access road would
extend to Liberty Street and would be gate-controlled.
During weekday business hours, the road would be
available as an alternate truck route to the industrial area.
The Greenway path area will be separated from the access
road by a buffer of tall native grasses and plantings, keeping
with the sustainable theme and providing separation from
the cartway.

Utilizing a flexible “shared space” concept, on evenings
and weekends the paved cartway would be closed to motor
vehicles and be available exclusively to Greenway users.
This section of the Greenway will offer a variety of other
possibilities for the trail which could include opportunities
for learning to ride a bicycle, roller blading, street art and
other activities that would not be possible on a narrower
main Greenway path.
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Middlesex Greenway

Activity

Local Effort & Process Steps

Target Date

Possible Funding Sources

Stakeholders & State/County
Assistance

APPROVED
REDEVELOPMENT
SITE

APPROVED
FUTURE REDEVELOPMENT SPORTSPLEX SITE
OPPORTUNITY SITE FUTURE
REDEVELOPMENT
OPPORTUNITY SITE
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