METUCHEN DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
Borough Hall
June 06, 2012

Attendees: Jack Altman, Audrey Gatling, Kevin Donahue, Munsamy Govender, Laura Griffith,
Jon Rabinowitz, JoAnn Sabatino-Falkenstein, Beata Thompson, Council Liaison Dorothy
Rasmussen.

Not in attendance: Gideon Gelber

Chairman Sabatino-Falkstein called the meeting to order at 8:10 PM,
Minutes: Minutes from May meeting were distributed. Several minor corrections were
discussed and will be made to document and finalized.

Upcoming Meetings: It was noted that there is no scheduled meeting for July. The
next meeting will be held on August 01, 2012

Pearl Street Development Update: Dorothy provided an update to the progress
of the Re-development of the Pearl St. Lot since open house that was held at the Senior Center.
In the next couple of weeks each of the two developers will present proposals to the Metuchen
Parking Authority. Once a developer is selected a public forum to present the plans will be
held. The Parking Authority has control of the site. The project will be required to be
reviewed and approved by the Planning Board. There was much public support for the
inclusion of arranging the open space in such a way as to accommodate outdoor market space
use.

Jon suggested that as the project proceeds that a slide presentation or other such
outreach be considered by the committee to inform the public about the development and its
purpose, benefits, impacts. Clear explanation of impacts to school district will be needed.

Kevin suggested that Metuchen should require the developers to provide “Green
Buildings™ as a method of ensuring lasting quality for the town.

JoAnn suggested that the revenue from development efforts at Pearl Street should be
utilized to promote other town focused development efforts.

Town Streetscape: JoAnn suggested that a landscaping design competition/
sponsorship program be held between the merchants downtown.



Stalled Construction Projects: Construction activity remains on hold for many
projects throughout the town and state. Daniel reported that the State of NJ is considering
approval of another extension to permits to 2015. This will protect many projects from
disappearing, but the extension is also likely to further stall development in the short term.

Doing Business in Metuchen Pamphlet: The Chamber of Commerce has printed a
run of 100 pamphlets. They are to be displayed at the Chamber Office and the Metuchen
Construction Office. jon suggested that they also be displayed by the Chamber at Town
Gatherings. Dan suggested that Real Estate Brokerages might be offered copies of the
pamphlet to be distributed to potential commercial clients.

Metuchen Town Brochure: Kevin showed the commission a brochure last
produced in the 1990’s to promote Metuchen as a place to live. Sections in the document
included topics such as Town History, Schools, Leisure Activities, Support Services, and Town
Businesses. The goal was set to update and publish the information on the Metuchen website.
JoAnn to review and edit the leisure section of the document.

Development Commission Name: Jack suggested that the Development
Commission might benefit from adopting a new name. Dorothy suggested that between
meetings that committee members share suggestions.

Development Commission Topic Assignment Name: All members to consider
and bring to next meeting at least one potential topic for discussion at a meeting with the

Mayor.

Jon made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Kevin and unanimously carried
by all present.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held August 01, 2012 at 8 PM in Borough Hall.

Respectfully submitted,
Daniel Topping



